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RUIyES FOR MASONIC DATES 

1. Ancient Craft Masons. — Add 4000 to the current year, thus : 
A. D. 1909+4000=A.-. ly.-. {Anno Lucis—j^^r of light) 5909. 

2. Royal Arch Masons. — Add 530 to the current year, thus : 
A. D. 1909+530=A.-. I.-. (Anno Inventionis — year of discovery) 
2809. 

3. Royal and Select Masters. — Add 1000 to the current year, 
thus: A. D. 1909+1000= A *.* Dep-.* {Anno Depositionis — year of 
deposit) 2909. 

4. Knights Templar. — Subtract 1118 from the current year, 
thus: A. D. 1909— 1118= A ••• O*.* {Anno Ordinis—j^2s of the 
Order) 791. 
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TRANSACTIONS 

OF THE 

Grand Council Royal and Select Masters 

OF THE 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

{Organized at Detroit y January 13th, A, D, 1868) 



HFTY-FIRST ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 



FIRST DAY— EVENING SESSION 

Bay City, Mich., ) 

Monday, May 17, iQog, v 

7:30 O'clock, P. M. ) 

^ttrttttts* 

The fifty-first annual assembly of the Grand Council 
of Royal and Select Masters of the State of Alichigan was 
called to order at 7:30 o'clock, Monday evening, May 17, 
1909, in Masonic Temple in the city of 'Bay City, M. I. 
Grand Master Charles H. Patterson presiding. 



Charles H. Patterson^ M. I. Grand Master. 
Emory Townsejnd, Deputy Grand Master. 
William P. Perry, Grand Principal Conductor of 
Work. 

Charles M. Norton, Grand Treasurer. 
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4 GRAND COUNCIL OF 

Charles A. Conover, Grand Recorder. 
Rev. William H. Thomas, D. D., Grand Chaplain. 
Arthur H. McCloud, Grand Lecturer. 
John Nichol, Grand Captain of Guard. 
Frank P. Wilcox, Grand Conductor of Council. 
George C. Monroe, Grand Steward. 
James F. McGregor, Grand Sentinel. 

The Grand Recorder reporting that there was a con- 
stitutional number of Representatives present the Grand 
Council was opened in Ample Form by the M. I. Grand 
Master, Charles H. Patterson, and with prayer by Grand 
Chaplain Reverend William H. Thomas, D. D. 



Aii&rrBB of nritomr. 

Companion M. J. Bialy, Deputy Master of Bay City 
Council, No. 53, extended a most cordial welcome to the 
visiting companions to the city of Bay City and its beautiful 
Masonic Temple on behalf of the citizens and the Masonic 
fraternity. The Grand Master responded assuring the Bay 
City Companions that their cordial welcome was most 
heartily appreciated by all. 



Snll OlaU. 

The Grand Recorder then called the roll of Grand Coun- 
cil, after which as Credential Committee he reported the 
following members present and entitled to seats in Grand 
Council : 

Chari.es H. Patterson, M. I. Grand Master. 

Emory Townsend, Deputy Grand Master. 

William P. Perry, Grand Principal Conductor of Work. 

Charles M. Norton, Grand Treasurer. 

Charles A. Conover, Grand Recorder. 

Rev. William H. Thomas, D. D., Grand Chaplain. 

Arthur H. McCloud, Grand Lecturer. 

John Nichol, Grand Captain of Guard. 

Frank C. Wilcox, Grand Conductor of Council. 

George C. Monroe, Grand Steward. 

James F. McGfegcp. Grand Sentinel. 
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ROYAL AND SEJLECT MASTERS. 

PAST M. I. GRAND MASTERS. 

David Woodward, Emerson M. Newell, 

William G. Hudson, Charles M. Norton, 

Thomas G. Greene, John H. Kingsley, 

Travers Phillips, Dallas D. Alton, 

Horace E. Hatch. Arthur H. McCloud, 

Frank N. Clark, Frank O. Gilbert, 
Wm. Wente. 



STANDING COMMITTEES. 

FINANCE. 
Emerson M. Newell, Horace E. Hatch, Thomas H. Williams. 

JURISPRUDENCE. 
Lou B. Winsor, Horace S. Maynard, Chas. Cottrell. 

CHARTERS AND DISPENSATIONS. 
Philip Blum, Joseph Noll, Chas. J. Gray. 

OBITUARIES. 
Edward J. Wright, Frank Scadden. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
Charles A.. Conover, Grand Recorder. 

MASONIC HOME. 
John H. Kingsley, Arthur H. McCloud, Elias C. Phillips. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF COUNCILS. 
Monroe^ No. i — Harry J. Walker, T. I. M. 

Pontiac, No. j— John Parkinson, T. 1. M., Louis B. Arnold, D. M. 
River Raisin, No. 4 — John D. Pherdum, T. 1. M. 
Jonesville, No. 5 — Dorr Darling, T. 1. M. 
Mt. Moriah, No. 6 — Wm. H. Simons, T. I. M, and proxy D. M., 

B. F. Rolph, P. C. W. 
Mt. Clemens, No. 8—Wm. S. Hacker, D. M. and proxy T. I. M. 
Zabud, No. 9— Adelbert E. Taber, proxy T. I. M. 
Tyre, No. jo— Walter H. Booth, proxy for T. I. M., Fred M. 

Mehrtens, proxy for D. M. 
Union, No. 11 — William Webb, T. I. M., Philip Blum, proxy for 

P. C. W. 
Ionia, No. 12 — Emory W. More, T. I. M. 
Sturgis, No. 13 — Not represented. 
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6 GRAND COUNCII, OF 

Mt. Ararat, No. 15— Wm. P. Perry, T. I. M., O. J. Cornell, proxy 

for D. M. 
Puttnan, No. 16 — Chas. Kirkup, proxy for T. I. M. 
Adrian, No. 18— S. F. Finch, T. I. M. 
Niies, No. jg — Howard Rose, proxy for T. I. M. 
Saginazc, No. 20 — ^James P. Walsh, T. I. M., E. Townsend, D. M. 
St. Johns, No. 21^ A. G. Jones, proxy for T. I. M., F. W. Goodes, 

proxy for P. C. W. 
Portland, No. ^j— Joseph Morse, T. I. M., John C. Probert, D. M. 
Adoniram, No. 24 — ^T. B. Bailey, D. M. and proxy for T. I. M. 
King Solomon, No. 25 — Arthur S. Hudson, proxy for T. I. M. 
Clinton, No. 26— 1?. I. Hard, D. M. and proxy for T. I. M. 
Oceana, No. 27 — Chas. R. Johnson, proxy for T. I. M. 
Lansing, No. 29 — Harry E. Williamson, D. M. 
lacksmi. No. 32— h^Roy Northrup, T. I. M., E. E. Russell, D. M. 
Ithaca. No. 55— John T. Mathews, T. I. M. 
Blanchard, No. j^— Joseph H Smith, T. I. M. 
Union City, No. J5— Chas E. Day, proxy for T. I. M., H. G. Fisk, 

proxy for P. C. W. 
Charlotte. No. j6— Victor C. Roblin, proxy for P. C. W., Vaughn 

G. Griffith, proxy for T. I. M., Horace S. Maynard, proxy for 

D. M. 
Nehuzaradan, No. 37 — Clarence A. Howard, T. I. M. and proxy 

for D. M., D. J. Eberhard, proxy for P. C. W. 
Corunna, No. 38 — Howard E. Slocum T. I. M. 
Holly, No. 59— Wm. J. Wolfe, T. I. M. 
Lapeer, No. 42 — ^James Wier, T. I. M. 
Lazvrence, No. 43 — E. W. Plopper, D. M. 

St. Joseph, No. 44—S. J. Quade, P. C. W. and proxy for T. I. M. 
South Haven, No. 45 — George C. Monroe, T. I. M., B. G. Green, 

proxy for D M., N. C. Fall, proxy for P. C. W. 
Manistee, No. 46 — H. J. Kerley, proxy for T. I. M. 
Ludington, No. 48 — George Abair, T. I. M. 
Giblum, No. 49 — ^Wm. L. Shulters, D. M. and proxy T. I. M. 
Leslie, No. 50— M. P. Compton, proxy for T. I. M. 
Grand Haven, No. 51 — Len R. Patterson, T. I. M., Chas. Christ- 
mas. D. M. 
Petoskey, No. 52— U. Burr Lee, T. I. M., Geo. B. Craw, proxy for 

D. M., Jas. Oldham, proxy for P. C. W. 
Bay City, No. 55— Charles E. Layer, T. I. M., M. J. Bialy, D. M., 

Melvin Hodgins, P. C. W. 
Muskegon, No. 54 — Raymond S. Squire, proxy for T. I. M., J. J. 

Heath, D. M. 
Reed City, No. 55— H. J. Crocker, proxy for T. I. M., C. F. 

Williams, D. M. 
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ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS. T 

Flint, No. 56— Francis D. Clark,. T. I. M. 
Albion, No. 57— Edwin R. Loud, T. I. M. 
Sahgonahkato, No. ^— Rev. Wm. H. Bulkley, T. I. M. 
Marine City, No. S9 — Richard A. Cottrell, proxy for T. I. M. 
Inverness, No. 60— W. F. Reed, T. I. M., proxy D. M. and P. C. W. 
Traverse City, No. 61— Wm. Mothersill, T. I. M., F. G. Heumann, 

proxy for D. M. 
Grand Ledge, No. 62 — Winslow R. Johnson, T. I. M. 
Kalamazoo, No. 63 — Not represented. 
Williamston, No. 64 — ^James Heald, proxy for T. I. M. 
Hiawatha, No. 65— John H. McCallum, T. I. M. 
King Cyrus, No. 67 — Frank Scadden, T. I. M. and proxy D. M. 

and P. C. W. 
St. Louis, No. 68-^K C. Phillips, D. M. and proxy for T. I. M. 
Sault Ste. Marie, No. 69 — N. D. Morrish, proxy for T. I. M. 
Cadillac, No. 70— Edwin J. Meek, T. I. M., J. A. Foster, D. M. 
David S. Kendall, No. 71— F. L. Batchelder, D. M. and proxy T. 

I. M., C. E. L. Thomas, proxy for P. C. W. 
Marquette, No. 72 — W. H. Van Iderstine, proxy for T. I. M. 
Livingston, No. 75— Wm. E. Beach, T. I. M. 
Fred L. Wells, No. 74— Not represented. 
Darius, No. 75— Elwin F. Brown, T. I. M. 

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES. 

Alabama — 

Arkansas — ^Joseph H. Smith. 

California — 

Canada — 

Colorado — Emory Townsend. 

Connecticut — 

England — 

Florida — Arthur H. McCIoud. 

Georgia — 

Illinois— Charles A. Conover. 

Indiana — 

Indian Territory — 

Iowa — ^John H. Kingsley. 

Kansas — 

Kentucky — Clarence A. Howard. 

Louisiana — 

Maine — 

Maryland — 

Massachusetts — Lou B. Winsor. 

Minnesota— Elias C. Phillips. 
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8 GRAND COUNCII. OF 

Mississippi — Frederick E. Swain. 
Nebraska — John Nichol. 
Missouri — William G. Hudson. 
New Brunswick — 

New Hampshire — Horace S. Maynard. 
New Jersey- 
New York — Emerson M. Newell. 
North Carolina — T ravers Phillips. 
Ohio- 
Oregon — Charles M. Norton. 
Pennsylvania — Frank N. Clark. 
Rhode Island — David Woodward. 
Tennessee — Frank O. Gilbert. 
South Carolina — Dorr Darling. 
Texas- 
Vermont — 
Washington — 

Wisconsin- 
summary OF ATTENDANCE 

Grand Officers ii 

Past Grand Officers 13 

Committees not officers 7 

Representatives and Proxies 84 

115 
Councils not represented — Numbers 13, 63, 74. 



Companion Charles H. Patterson, M. I. Grand Master, 
then read the following address and report of his labors 
during the year just closed : 

To the Grand Officers and Representatives of the Grand 
Council of Royal and Select Masters of the State of 
Michigan: 

Illustrious Companions : — 

In compliance with the requirements of our constitu- 
tion, and by the mercy of the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe, we are again permitted to meet in Grand Council 
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ROYAI, AND SELECT MASTERS. ^ 

and renew former acquaintances and friendships, and form 
new ones. Here we grasp the hands of long tried friends 
in fraternal clasp, with greetings of love and remembrance. 
It is with feelings of pride and pleasure that I bid you 
welcome to this, our fifty-first Annual Assembly. 

Let us now. Companions, engage in the work for which 
we have assembled; with wisdom to contrive, strength of 
purpose to support, and purity of thought and act to adorn, 
and build as for eternity, remembering that the generations 
that come after us are to profit by our deliberations. 

It now becomes my duty, as well as pleasure, to render 
an account of my official acts. 

Peace and harmony reign supreme throughout our 
Grand Jurisdiction. The past year has been a very suc- 
cessful one, considering the stringency of the times, and the 
large number of men out of employment. Our financial 
condition is not as good as I had hoped for, and the subject 
should receive our serious consideration at this meeting. 

OFFICIAL LETTER. 

Early in the fall I mailed to the T. I. Master of each 
Subordinate Council, the following letter: 

Dear Companion: 

It is now the time of year for us to again take up our Masonic 
working tools and labor diligently to complete the year's work 
which has been so happily begun. 

Let me urge upon you the necessity of getting busy as soon 
as possible, for I am giving you due and timely notice that the 
Grand Lecturer is coming very soon, and it is up to you to show 
him good work, square work, and such work as he is authorized 
to receive. 

I would suggest that you hold your regular monthly meetings 
whether you have work or not. If you can not have a candidate 
at every meeting, I would advise j^ou to hold a rehearsal, go 
through the work and see if you cannot improve upon your man- 
ner of conferring these beautiful degrees. 

Another suggestion I would make is that you see to it that 
the paraphernalia, holy vessels and robes for officers and cherubim 
etc., are all in good working order. Never confer these degrees 
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except in the very best manner possible and then in full uniform. 

A good way to work up enthusiasm and create an interest in 
the Council degrees, is to confer the Super^Excellent degree as 
often as you can. If you cannot work it, I would suggest that you 
invite the nearest Council that can, to come and do it for you. 

Let me tell you of a good scheme to get candidates, and one 
that I know, from experience will do the business. Make a list of 
all the Royal Arch Masons within the jurisdiction of your Council 
that have not received the Council degrees. Divide that list up 
among the most active members of your Council, with positive 
injunctions to find the candidates. Also to be "Johnnie on the 
Spot" when the Royal Arch degree is conferred and get their 
petitions right then and there. If you do not, the Commandery 
will, and then your chances are very slim. 

Now, let me suggest to you kindly and with all due respect, 
that if you have held the office of Thrice Illustrious Master more 
than two years, would it not be better that you quietly step down 
and give the next best man a chance? It is discouraging to the 
other officers for the Master to hold over year after year. 

Fraternally yours, 

C. H. Patterson, 

M. I. Grand Master. 



CONDITION .OF SUBORDINATE COUNCILS. 

I find in a great many of the Subordinate Councils, 
that the one great handicap is the lack of sufficient funds 
to equip these beautiful degrees. My advice to you, is to 
raise your dues to at least One Dollar per year, and see that 
it is collected. I find some Councils charge no dues at all ; 
others charge only 25 cents, and do not even collect that. 
A Companion will pay his dues yearly, when it is One 
Dollar, but is apt to think 25 or 50 cents too small to bother 
with, and so lets it run. I know this from experience in 
my own Council. We have raised our dues to One Dollar 
per year, and are now independent, not dependent as we 
were before. We now pay $100 per year rent, and have 
a good balance in the treasury after having spent quite a sum 
for paraphernalia, robes, candle effects, etc., which have 
worked wonders in our Council. The members now all say 
that they hardly recognize them as the same degrees. 
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ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS. H 

I speak of these things so that you may profit by our 
experience. 

OFFICIAL BONDS. 

May 20, 1908, Grand Master F. O. Gilbert delivered to 
me the bonds of the Grand Treasurer and the Grand Re- 
corder; also the private seal of the Grand Master. 

Dec. 18, 1908, I approved the bond of the Grand Re- 
corder in the sum of $2,000 issued by the U. S. Fidelity 
& Guaranty Co., covering the period from Dec. 18, 1908 to 
Dec. 18, 1909. The annual premium being $5.00. 

Mar. 25, 1909, I approved the bond of the Grand 
Treasurer in the sum of $2,000, issued by the U. S. Fidelity 
& Guaranty Co., covering the period from Feb. 25, 1909 to 
Feb. 25, 1910. The annual premium being $5.00. 

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES. 

June 12, 1908, I appointed Companion C. H. Smith, 
as Grand Representative of Michigan near the Grand Coun- 
cil of Texas. Also on the same date, I recommended the 
appointment of Companion Edward Vandemark as Grand 
Representative of Texas, near the Grand Council of Michi- 
gan. 

August 24, 1908, I appointed Companion Robert W. 
Sutherland, Grand Representative of Michigan near the 
Grand Council of Alabama. Also on the same date I recom- 
mended the appointment of Companion Edward W. Presho 
as the Grand Representative of Alabama near the Grand 
Council of Michigan. 

Nov. 25, 1908, I recommended the appointment of Com- 
panion Clarence A. Howard, as the Grand Representative 
of Kentucky near the Grand Council of Michigan. 

Dec. 2, 1908, I recommended the appointment of Com- 
panion William E. Davidson, as Grand Representative of 
New Jersey, near the Grand Council of Michigan. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Oct. 30, 1908, I appointed Companion Emerson M. 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 GRAND COUNCIL OF 

Newell, p. G. M., as Chairman of the Finance Committee, 
which had been so well and ably filled by Companion James 
H. Cummins, P. G. M., deceased. 

Nov. 3, 1908, I appointed Companion Thos. H. Will- 
iams as a member of the Finance Committee, to fill the 
vacancy caused by the death of our beloved friend and Com- 
panion James H. Cummins, P. G. M. 

SPECIAL DISPENSATIONS. 

June 20, 1908, I granted a special dispensation to Hia- 
watha Council No. 65 to receive and ballot on petitions at 
a special assembly, on June 24, 1908. 

July 7, 1908, I granted a special dispensation to Sault 
Ste. Marie Council No. 69, to receive and ballot on petitions 
at a special assembly on July 10, 1908. 

July 8, 1908, I granted a special dispensation to David 
S. Kendall Council No. 71, to receive and ballot on petitions 
at a special assembly on July 20, 1908. 

July II, 1908, I granted a special dispensation to Darius 
Council U. D. not yet having been constituted to confer 
Royal and Select Masters degrees, on July 14, 1908. 

July 10, 1908, I granted a special dispensation to Inver- 
ness Council No. 60 to receive and ballot on petitions at a 
special assembly on July 14, 1908. 

July 19, 1908, I granted a special dispensation to King 
Cyrus Council No. 67 to receive and ballot on petitions at 
a special assembly on July 22, 1908. 

Nov. 2^, 1908, I granted a special dispensation to David 
S. Kendall Council No. 71 to receive and ballot on petitions 
at a regular assembly. 

Jan. 9, 1909, I granted a special dispensation to Jones- 
ville Council No. 5 to receive and ballot on petitions at a 
regular assembly on Jan. 12, 1909. 

Jan. 16, 1909, I granted a special dispensation to Mt. 
Moriah Council No. 6 to install Deputy Master and Captain 
of Guard at the next regular assembly. 

Feb. I, 1909, I granted a special dispensation to Hia- 
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watha Council No. 65 to receive and ballot on petitions at 
a regular assembly on Feb. 19, 1909. 

March 30, 1909, I granted a special dispensation to 
Manistee Council No. 46 to receive and ballot on petitions 
at a regular assembly on April 13, 1909. 

April 8, 1909, I granted a special dispensation to 
Jackson Council No. 32 to receive and ballot on petitions 
at a special assembly on April 9, 1909. 

May 12, 1909, I granted a special dispensation to 
Manistee Council No. 46 to hold their assemblies temporarily 
in the Knights of Pythias Hall, their own having been de- 
stroyed by fire. 

REMOVALS. 

June 27, 1908, I gave Petoskey Council No. 52, per- 
mission to move into their new hall in the city of Petoskey. 

Sept. 17, 1908, 1 gave Giblum Council No. 49 permission 
to move into their new Masonic Temple in the city of 
Hastings. 

It is very gratifying to know that these and several 
other Councils have been remodeling and beautifying their 
quarters, which I am sure will repay them an hundred fold 
in the enthusiasm it will create and the increase in attend- 
ance. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

Aug. 19, 1908, I wrote Companion James E. Palmer, 
Grand Master of the Grand Council of Wisconsin, in regard 
to the rumor that the Companions from Menominee, Mich, 
were crossing the river into Marinette, Wisconsin, and re- 
ceiving the Council degrees in Marinette Council. In re- 
sponse to my letter, I received the information that he had 
investigated the matter and found the same to be true, and 
assured me that it would not happen again^ 

April 19, 1909, I received a communication from Com- 
panion Frank N. Fowler, Grand Master of the Grand Coun- 
cil of Iowa, requesting Lansing Council No. 29, of Lansing, 
Mich, to confer the Council degrees upon Companion L. M. 
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Hurt, who had been elected to receive the Council degrees 
in Gebal Council No. 5 of Ames, Iowa, but had moved to 
Lansing, Mich. I acknowledged the receipt of the request, 
and notified Lansing Council No. 29 to comply with the 
same. 

Aug. 7, 1908, I received a very cordial invitation from 
Companion Wm. H. Andrews, Grand Master of the Grand 
Council of New York, to attend the Annual Assembly, to 
be held in the city of Rochester, on Tuesday, Aug. 25th, 
1908. I very much regretted that business matters com- 
pelled me to forego the pleasure. 

I was very much gratified to receive communications 
from three of our' Grand Representatives in sister Grand 
Jurisdictions, Companion John B. Fithian of Illinois, Com- 
panion Wm. W. Ross of Missouri and Geo. W. Roe, Colo- 
rado. Evidently all the other Grand Representatives are 
asleep at their posts. 

CHARTERS AND DISPENSATIONS. 

At the last Annual Assembly of the Grand Council, a 
charter was granted to Darius Council, U. D. located at 
Iron Mountain conditional upon the M. I. Grand Master 
finding them in a satisfactory condition. Accordingly I 
directed the Recorder of Darius Council, U. D. to forward 
me the records and a copy of their proposed by-laws, which 
he did. I examined their books, and found them satisfactory. 
I also approved their by-laws, after making a few corrections. 
I therefore directed the Grand Recorder to issue them a 
charter, to be known as Darius Council No. 75, and on 
Thursday, July 23rd, 1908, assisted by Grand Recorder Chas. 
A. Conover and Grand Lecturer Arthur H. McCloud, I 
constituted Darius Council No. 75 and installed the officers 
thereof. The returns will show that we made no mistake 
in granting them a charter. They have a very enthusiastic 
line of officers, and a large field from which to draw candi- 
dates. 

I have not issued any dispensations to form new Coun- 
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cils during the past year. The Grand Lecturer and myself 
have been putting forth every effort to revive some of the 
weak Councils, rather than encouraging the starting of any 
new ones. 

DECISIONS. 

The following questions have been asked and answers 
given: 

First. Can a new Council be formed without the con- 
sent of the nearest Council ? 

Answer. No. 

Second. Can a candidate who has been elected to re- 
ceive the Council degrees in a sister Grand Jurisdiction 
but who has moved to Michigan before receiving them be 
worked by the request of the Council which elected him ? 

Answer. Yes, but it is necessary that the request must 
come through the Grand Master of that state to the Grand 
Master of Michigan, who makes the request of the desired 
Council. 

Third. Is it advisable to have a standing committee for 
the investigation of candidates ? 

Answer. No. 

Fourth. Can any degrees be conferred between election 
and installation? 

Answer. Yes. 

Fifth. Can a Council under dispensation confer any 
degrees between the expiration of their dispensation and the 
time of being constituted ? 

Answer. No, not without a special dispensation from 
the Grand Master. 

Sixth. What is the present law regarding the granting 
of dimits ? 

Answer. A Companion who is not in arrears for dues, 
nor under charges, may be granted a dimit on application 
in writing at a regular assembly by a majority vote. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

First. That the by-laws of each Subordinate Council 
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be referred to a special committee for correction and 
approval. 

Second. That all Grand Representatives be appointed 
to serve for three years only and confined to those who will 
attend and make a report. 

Third. As a rule, I do not believe in tampering too 
much with the ritual, yet our present one can be improved 
upon in a number of particulars, without in any way im- 
pairing the essentials of the work. As our ritual is today 
there is a duplicity of portions that should be eliminated; 
there are other portions that might be beautified, and again 
other important portions have been omitted. Some of the 
work is not historically correct. I therefore respectfully 
recommend that a special committee of five be appointed to 
revise our ritual and report at our next annual assembly. 

Fourth. On Tuesday, May ii, 1909, the hall of 
Manistee Council No. 46 was totally destroyed by fire to- 
gether with all its valuable contents. I therefore recommend 
that a duplicate Charter be granted to Manistee Council No. 
46, R. & S. M. of Manistee, Mich., and also that their Grand 
Council dues for the current year be remitted. 

Fifth. That whenever the charter of a Subordinate 
Council shall be destroyed through no fault of the Council, 
the M. I. Grand Master upon receiving satisfactory proof 
of that fact, may authorize the Grand Recorder to prepare a 
duplicate Charter, bearing the same signatures as the 
original, such duplicate to be certified to by the M. I. Grand 
Master and attested to by the Grand Recorder. 

OBITUARIES. 

It is said that "The sleeping of the body is but the 
awakening of the Soul." God grant that our sleeping Com- 
panions who have been called to death like a watch-worn 
and weary sentinel, may find rest and peace in Heaven. 

On the 1 6th day of July the Masonic fraternity of the 
state, and in fact of the United States, was shocked by the 
information of the death of Past Grand Master Hugh 
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McCurdy. How sad to contemplate the fact that we will 
never again meet in our Assemblies the noble form of 
"Brother Hugh." His fidelity to the cause of Masonry 
blazed forth to the world with such brilliancy that the 
ravages of time can never obliterate its beneficial effects. 
The funeral was held Sunday, July 19th, in the beautiful park 
which he gave the city of Corunna. The Services were con- 
ducted by the Grand Commandry K. T. of Michigan, with 
an escort of seven Commanderies. The officers -of the Grand 
Lodge, Grand Chapter, Grand Council, and representatives 
from Michigan Sovereign Consistory and the. Supreme Coun- 
cil 33rd Degree were in attendance. I directed the follow- 
ing Memorial Notice to be sent to all the Subordinate Coun- 
cils in this Grand Jurisdiction: 

THE iGRAND COUNCIL OF ROYAL AND SELECT 
MASTERS OF MICHIGAN. 

Office of the M. I. Grand Master, Jackson, Mich. 

To all Royal and Select Masters: 

Another of our earnest laborers has departed for his rewards 
as a faithful disciple of the cause of universal brotherhood. 

M. I. COMPANION HUGH McCURDY, 
Grand Master in 1879, 

Died at his home in Corunna, Thursday, July 16, 1908, in the 
seventy-ninth year of his age. Failing health had prevented his 
attendance at Grand Council for the past two assemblies, but he 
had been a faithful attendant since 1875- 

Companion McCurdy was born in Hamilton, Linarlcshirc, 
Scotland, Dec. 22, 1829, and at the age of eight came to Michigan 
with his parents who settled in Birmingham. This territory was 
then considered the frontier of civilization. His first occupalicn 
was that of cooper's apprentice. He attended a private school and 
while pursuing his studies was influenced to take up the study 
of law. He succeeded in earning his living while continuing his 
studies by serving as freight agent of the old Pontiac railroad. 
He taught school while studying the classics, and saved money 
enough to enter Romeo Academy. In 1854 he was admitted to 
the bar. He removed to Corunna and was elected Prosecuting 
Attorney in 1856 and four years later Judge of Probate. In 
1864 he was sent to the State Senate as Democratic candidate fr^m 
2 
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.a strong Republican district. In 1865 he established the First 
National Bank at Corunna and was its president for years. 

Companon McCurdy was a cultured gentleman and a wise coun- 
selor. He leaves a widow, and two sons. His funeral was held in the 
beautiful park of thirty acres which he gave to his city. It was, 
without doubt, the largest attended Masonic funeral ever held in 
the state, which attested to the love and esteem in which ^'Brother 
Hugh" was held by his friends and brothers. The funeral was 
conducted by the Grand Commandery K. T. of Michigan with 
an escort of seven Commanderies. The officers of Grand Lodge 
F. & A. M., 'Grand Chapter R. A. M., Grand Council *R. & S. M. 
and representatives from the Grand Encampment K. T., Mich- 
igan Sovereign Consistory, and the Supreme Council 33d Degree, 
together with a vast concourse of members of the surrounding 
lodges were in attendance. 

Companion McCurdy was raised in Birmingham Lodge, No. 
44, Aug. 15, 1850. In 1859 he organized Corunna Lodge, No. 115, 
and was W. M. for six years. Jan. 17, 1873, he was elected Grand 
Master of Masons of Michigan and during his year of service laid 
the cornerstone of the State Capitol at Lansing. 

He was exalted to the Royal Arch in Washington Chapter, 
No. 15, R. A. M. of Flint, Feb. 5, 1864. He established Corunna 
Chapter, No. 33, and was High Priest six years. Jan. 10, 1871 
he was elected Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Mich- 
igan, and served for one year, since which he has served many 
years as Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee. 

He passed the circle of perfection in St. Johns Council, No. 
21, R. & S. M. on Dec. 18, 1866. He organized Corunna Council 
and was its Master for eight years. Jan. 21, 1S79, he was elected 
Grand Master of Grand Council R. & S. M. of Michigan, since 
which he has served almost continuously on some important com- 
mittee. 

He received the Orders of Knighthood in Fenton Commandery, 
No. 14, Mar. 13, 1866. He organized Corunna Commandery and 
was its first Eminent Commander. May 10, 1877, he was elected 
Grand Commander of Michigan and Aug. 11, 1892, at Denver, was 
unanimously elected Most Eminent Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment K. T. of U. S. A. 

Companion McCurdy received the Scottish Rite degrees in Mich- 
igan Sovereign Consistory, Dec. 19, 1866. On March 27, 1884, he 
was elected 111. Commander in Chief. Nov. 18, 1873, he received 
the 33d degree in Chicago. Sept. 27, 1883, he was crowned an 
active member of the Supreme Council ad zntam, and in 1888 he 
was elected Deputy for Michigan, which office he held until last 
fall when he resigned and was made an emeritus member. 
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He was also a member of the Royal Order of Scotland, the 
Red Cross of Constantine and of Moslem Temple of the Mystic 
Shrine. 

His memory will long remain bright in the hearts of the Masons 
of Michigan, with whom he had been so closely associated for 
such a long term of years. 

As a token of respect to the memory of our distinguished 
Companion and of our affection for him, it is ordered thai ihis 
memorial be read at the first regular assembly after its receipt, 
and that it be preserved in the Memorial Record of the Council 
prepared for that purpose. It is further ordered that the charter 
and altar be draped in mourning for sixty days hereafter. 

Charles H. Patterson, 
Attest: M. I. Grand Master. 

Charles A. Conover, Grand Recorder. 

On the 29th day of October I received a notice of the 
death of our beloved Companion, Past Grand Master James 
H. Cummins. When a good man dies, his life is estimated 
by the example he has left and the benefit he has been to 
mankind. Companion Cummins faithfully served this Grand 
Council as Chairman and Member of the Finance Committee 
for more than twenty years, but he has exchanged the 
tumults of time for the peace of eternity, and received from 
the Grand Master of the Universe the full measure of 
reward for his faithful services. He was buried with 
Templar honors by Genesee Valley Commandery No. 15, 
of Flint. The Grand Officers of the Grand Council and 
Grand Chapter were in attendance as sincere mourners. I 
directed the following Memorial Notice to be sent to each 
Subordinate Council in the state: 

THE GRAND COUNCIL OF ROYAL AND SELECT 
MASTERS OF MICHIGAN, 

Office of the M. I. Grand Master, Jackson, Mich. 

To all Royal and Select Masters Wheresoever Dispersed: 

For the second time during the year are we called to mourn 
the departure from our midst of one of our dearly beloved Com- 
panions, and who, though he had passed the posfs of honor, still 
remained devoted to the active duties of administering the business 
affairs of the Grand Council. 
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COMPANION JAMES H. CUMMINS, 

M. I. Grand Master 1884, 

Chairman Finance Committee for Fifteen Years, 

Died suddenly of heart failure at Holly, October 29th, aged 71 
years. He was buried with Templar honors by Genesee Valley 
Commandery, No. 15, of Flint, on the family lot in Lakeside Ceme- 
tery. The Grand Council and Grand Chapter were in attendance as 
mourners. 

James H. Cummins was born in Asbury, Warren County, New 
Jersey, May 22nd, 1837. He graduated in the High School in 
Hackettstown, and sought a new home in Michigan. He located 
at Fenton, where he continued in business until August, 1861. At 
this time he enlisted in the regimental band of the 3rd Michigan 
Cavalry. Later he was first lieutenant of Company L, 12th Mich- 
igan Cavalry. In April, 1864, he was promoted to captain of the 
company. He served as adjutant general on the staff of Major 
General E. Upton, in East Tennessee. He was mustered out of 
service as brevet major in November, 1865. "Michigan in the war" 
says of him: "Promoted to major by brevet for gallantry in action 
at High Point, North Carolina, where with one battalion of his 
regiment he captured and destroyed more than three million dollars 
worth of the enemy's property." 

At the close of the war he returned to Holly, Michigan, "and 
engaged in the drug business, which he continued until 1872, when 
he commenced work in the service of the Michigan Mutual Life 
Insurance Company of Detroit, as solicitor. He was made a direc- 
tor of this company in 1882, and in 1890 was called to the home 
office and took charge of the loan and real estate department of the 
company. Soon thereafter he was elected secretary, which position 
he held for many years, resigning on account of his health in 1901. 

He was married December 31st, 1857, to Margaret J. Harding, 
at Fenton, Mich., who died May i6th, 1898. September 19, 1899 
he was married to Emma J. Harding, at Detroit, Mich. 

In 1881 he was appointed colonel on the staff of Governor J. 
W. Begole, and in 1882 was appointed assistant quartermaster 
general of the State of Michigan. 

He has held every office in the common council of the village 
of Holly. He has always been a democrat in politics, but never 
accepted any political office except the position of postmaster at 
Holly for one term. 

His A^asonic career commenced in 1873, he being made a Master 
Mason in Holly Lodge, No. 134, on February 7th of that year. 
August 6th of the same year he was made a Royal Arch Mason 
in Holly Chapter, No. 80. He was High Priest of this Chapter 
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for eight years and Thrice Illustrious Master of Holly Council, 
No. 39, for nine years. For ^ears he was treasurer of all the 
Masonic bodies of Holly. He is also a member of Genesee Valley 
Commandery, No. 15, Flint, and of Michigan Sovereign Consistory 
and Moslem Temple Mystic Shrine^ of Detroit. In 1894 he was 
elected Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Michigan. 
He proved a wise and careful manager of the affairs of Capitular 
Masonry and won for himself a high place in the esteem of his 
Companions. 

He was elected Grand Master of the Grand Council, R. & S. 
M., in 1884, and since that time has served almost continuously as 
chairman of the Finance Committee and has proved a careful 
manager and excellent financier. 

As a token of respect to the memory of our deceased Past 
Grand Master, it is ordered that this memorial be read at the first 
regular Assembly after its receipt and be preserved among the 
memorial records of each Council in Michigan. It is further 
ordered that the Charter and Altar be draped in mourning for 
thirty days thereafter. 

Charles H. Patterson, 
Attest: M. I. Grand Master. 

Charles A. Conover, 
Grand Recorder. 

I cannot say, and I will not say. 

That they are dead; they are just away, 

With a cheery smile, and a wave of the hand, 

They have wandered into an unknown land, 

And left us dreaming how very fair 

It needs must be, since they linger there. 

And you, O! You, whom the wildest yearn 

For the old time step and the glad return — 

Think of them faring on as dear 

In the love of there, as the love of here, 

Think of them still as the same, I say: 

They are not dead; they are just away. 

In behalf of the Grand Council, I extend to our Sister 
Grand Councils our sympathy with them in their bereave- 
ment. We honor the memory of their departed and beloved 
Companions. 

I- will not take the time to mention each bereavement, 
but will leave that duty to the very able Committee on 
Obituaries. 
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OFFICIAL VISITS. 



On June 24th, accompanied by Grand Lecturer 
McCloud, I visited St. Louis Council No. 68 and witnessed 
the conferring of the Royal and Select Masters degree upon 
12 candidates; Saginaw Council No. 20 doing the work 
for them in a very creditable manner. The meeting was 
very largely attended, P. G. M. Church and Deputy Grand 
Master Townsend being present. A delicious banquet was 
served by the Ladies of the Eastern Star, followed by an 
entertainment and speeches. 

July nth I started on the most delightful trip of my 
life. In company with my wife and G. L. McCloud, we left 
Detroit by boat up the lakes, arriving at Alpena next day. 
Monday evening, in company with the Grand Lecturer, I 
paid an official visit to Sahgohah Kato Council No. 58, but 
unfortunately no candidate appeared. The time was spent 
very profitably in having them exemplify the degrees upon 
one of their members. 

The following day we journeyed by rail to Cheboygan, 
through the district that has since been swept by the dis- 
astrous forest fires. On the evening of July 14th we at- 
tended an assembly of Inverness Council No. 60. They 
passed the circle of perfection upon five candidates in a 
fairly interesting manner. I was here treated to what they 
called a "Ping Pong Sundee." I took two. 

On July 15th we held a school of instructions in Sault 
Ste. Marie Council No. 69. I was very much pleased with 
the work which they conferred upon four candidates. Here 
I was treated to the proverbial Northern hospitality of the 
Upper Peninsula. I wish to take this opportunity to thank 
Illustrious Companion Davidson for his excellent entertain- 
ment while we were there. 

July 1 6th we visited Marquette Council No. ^2 and wit- 
nessed their excellent manner of conferring the degrees 
upon three candidates. Just as I was about to enter the 
Lodge room, I was notified that Past Grand Master Hugh 
McCurdy was dead. In company with P. G. H. P. Chas. 
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Blanchard I returned to Corunna. Returning immediately 
after the services to Houghton, reaching there in time to 
attend an assembly of David S. Kendall Council No. 71, 
which was held July 24th. It meant a journey of over a 
thousand miles, but I was more than repaid by witnessing 
the conferring of those degrees by the most enthusiastic 
Council in the State. They are only three years old and 
have a membership of 150. 

July 22nd we visited King Cyrus Council No. 67 
located at Crystal Falls, and witnessed the conferring of 
the Royal Select and Super-Excellent Masters degrees upon 
five candidates. The- work was well done, and after the 
meeting a bountiful banquet was served. 

On July 23rd Grand Recorder Chas. A. Conover and 
Grand Lecturer Arthur McCloud assisting me, I constituted 
Darius Council No. 75, and installed the officers. After 
which they conferred the degrees upon six candidates in 
a very commendable manner. They are very enthusiastic, 
and I doubt not but what it will be a good, live Council. 

July 24th we made an official visit to Hiawatha Council 
No. 65, located at Manistique. I was very much pleased 
with the work here. We were very kindly received and 
entertained during our visit. 

This concluded my official visits in the Upper Peninsula. 
I then returned to Mackinac Island. Here I rested for two 
days, after the pne continuous round of pleasure that I 
had enjoyed for three weeks with the Companions of the 
Upper Peninsula, who are the salt of the earth. 

Oct. 12 I visited Monroe Council No. i, located at 
Detroit and witnessed the conferring of the Royal and Select 
Degrees upon seven candidates. The meeting was honored 
by the presence of Past Grand Masters Cummins and Hatch, 
Grand Lecturer McCloud, Grand Captain of the Guard 
Nichol, and Grand Conductor of the Council Wilcox. The 
work was not up to my expectations, and it was necessary 
to call their attention to some irregularities. However, the 
work of Harry J. Walker, acting as P. C. W. was the finest 
I have ever witnessed. 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 GRAND COUNCII. OF 

Nov. 7th I visited the Masonic Home and attended a 
special meeting of the Home Board in regard to the 
McCurdy will. It was decided to employ an attorney to 
defend the will. 

May 14, 1909 I visited the Grand Recorder's Office and 
found everything in first class shape. The Grand Council 
is to be congratulated on having so capable and courteous a 
Grand Recorder. 

CONCLUSION. 

And now, Companions, I have given you a summary 
of my official acts during my term of office. Many duties 
have been performed that did not require to be brought 
before you. I have discharged the duties of the high office 
of Grand Master to the best of my ability. Doubtless I have 
made mistakes, but I trust to your wisdom to correct them. 
The office of Grand Master is by no means a sinecure. A 
faithful discharge of the duties of the office means much 
labor and a great amount of time. These I have cheerfully 
given. When you elected me to this high and honorable 
position a year ago, I promised you my best efforts; it is 
for you to say whether I have fulfilled that promise. I 
have never shirked the duties or responsibilities of the 
position, but have endeavored on all occasions to uphold 
the dignity of the office and to do that which was for the 
best interest of Cryptic Masonry. 

In a short time I shall surrender the emblem of power 
with which you intrusted me a year ago to my worthy suc- 
cessor. 

At this time I desire to extend to each and every mem- 
ber of this Grand Council my sincere thanks and appreciation 
for the honor conferred upon me. Especially do I wish to 
thank our Grand Recorder for the courtesy and assistance 
rendered by him during my official year. 

And finally, Companions, 

Take kindly all that is kindly meant, 

Be first to thank, be last to resent; 

Give smiles to all who give smiles- to thee. 
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And those who come frowning, feign not to see. 
And Oh ! believe me, this is the plan 
To lighten, to brighten the lot of man. 
Seem Blind when the faults of a friend appear, 
Seem Deaf when the slanderers voice you hear. 
Seem Dumb when the curious crowd you meet, 
And they bid you the slanderous tale repeat ; 
And Oh ! believe me this is the plan 
To lighten, to brighten the lot of man. 

C. H. Patterson, 

Grand Master. 



Bitrialatt and VitUrtntt. 

On motion of Companion William H. Simons, the 
address was referred to a special committee on Division and 
Reference for distribution. The Grand Master appointed 
as such committee : 

Companions William H. Simons, 
Len R. Patterson, 
James P. Walsh. 



CSrattd (SttMrnttB Vitpatt. 

Companion Charles M. Norton, Grand Treasurer, then 
read his annual report as follows, and the same was referred 
to the Finance Committee for audit. 

Bay City, Mich., May* 17, 1909. 
Chas. M. Norton. Treasurer, 

In account with .Grand Council Royal and Select Masters of 
Michigan : 

DEBIT. 

May 18, 1908, To amount on hand $3,107 64 

Dec. 23, 1908, Received from Recorder 9i 43 

Jan. 2, 1909, Received from Recorder 472 36 

Jan. 7, 1909, Received from Recorder 636 75 

Jan. 14, 1909, Received from Recorder 681 50 

May 12, 1909, Received from Recorder 97 56 

Total $5,087 24 
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CREDIT. 

May 19, 1908— 

89 $5.00 pay checks $445 00 

7 $8.00 pay checks 56 00 

By Paid Warrants No. — 

3gi C A. Conover, office expense 5 23 

392 F. O. Gilbert, postage and stenographer 14 50 

393 James H. Cummins, postage 3 00 

394 John Kay & Co., souvenirs 72 50 

395 Edwards, Haldeman & Co., souvenirs 40 00 

396 Frank N. Clark, expense on committee 2 60 

397 William Wente, Masonic Home 100 00 

398 Chas. A. Conover, salary 450 00 

399 Chas. A. Conover, correspondence 100 00 

400 James F. McGregor, Sentinel 15 00 

401 John Kay & Co., jew^l 50 00 

402 G. & R. McMillan, cigars 18 00 

403 Frank O. Gilbert, salary 50 00 

404 Masonic Temple Association 25 00 

405 J- Josnoski, elevator man 5 00 

406 A. H. McCloud, salary 6250 

407 Chas. M. Norton, postage, etc 3 00 

408 J. H. Keyser, banquet ; 65 GO 

409 James H. Cummins, photo old hall 2 00 

410 A. H. McCloud, salary 3462 

41 1 C. H. Patterson, visits 7 80 

412 A. H. McCloud, School of Instruction 8 96 

413 John Kay & Co., Council pins 27 00 

414 Lawrence Printing Co., programs 12 50 

415 David Woodward, McCurdy funeral 8 70 

416 C. H. Patterson, McCurdy funeral 7 02 

417 W. P. Perry, McCurdy funeral 882 

418 John Nichol, McCurdy funeral 5 88 

419 Frank P. Wilcox, McCurdy funeral 7 56 

420 T. G. Green, McCurdy funeral 10 92 

421 T. Phillips, McCurdy funeral 756 

422 B. A. Church, McCurdy funeral 4 86 

423 Riverside Printing Co., postage on proceedings.. 75 co 

424 Emory Townsend, McCurdy funeral 5 46 

425 H. E. Hatch, McCurdy funeral 7 56 

426 A. H. McCloud, expenses School of Instruction. . 96 88 

427 Union Transfer Co., carriages McCurdy funeral . . 13 50 

428 John S. Schneider, flowers 11 00 

429 E. C. Phillips, Masonic Home Board 8 27 
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430 C. A. Conover, express charges $3 84 

431 John Kay & Co.,- Honorary G. M. jewel for Wm. 

Wente 67 00 

432 E. J: Allen, telegrams, McCurdy funeral 7 40 

433 C. H. Patterson, visiting councils 115 47 

434 Conover Eng. & Ptg. Co., printing 38 90 

435 E. C. Phillips, Masonic Home Board 15 33 

436 J. H. Kingsley, Masonic Home Board 4 60 

437 C. A. Conover, Iron Mountain Charter . 5 00 

438 Riverside Printing Co., proceedings 587 35 

439 C. A. Conover, trip to Iron Mountain 38 80 

440 H. T. McGrath, printing constitution 25 85 

441 A. H. McCloud, School of Instruction 18 57 

442 A. H. McCloud, Masonic Home Board 1050 

443 A. H. McCloud, salary 75 00 

444 Greenwood, Atkinson Armstrong Co., gloves 4 50 

445 C. A. Conover, express, postage, etc 12 93 

446 F. O. Gilbert, P. M. Cummins funeral 6 96 

447 J. F. McGregor, gloves 3 50 

448 A. H. McCloud, P. M. Cummins funeral 5 82 

449 William H. Thomas, P. M. Cummins funeral 6 84 

450 George C. Monroe, P. M. Cummins funeral 12 66 

451 David Woodward, P. M. Cummins funeral 10 50 

452 T. Phillips, P. M. Cummins funeral 8 88 

453 H. E. Hatch, P. M. Cummins funeral 5 82 

454 C. H. Patterson, P. M. Cummins funeral 8 82 

455 A. H. McCloud, School of Instruction 31 44 

456 W. B. Brown, flowers 10 00 

457 McKinney & Steinbaugh, carriages 8 50 

458 M. W. Wimer, Recorder's bond 5 00 

459 A. H. McCloud, salary 75 00 

460 A. H. McCloud, Schools of Instruction 25 42 

461 Conover Engraving & Ptg. Co., returns, etc 64 50 

462 J. H. Kingsley, Masonic Home Board 11 70 

463 John Kay & Co., Council buttons 25 00 

464 A. H. McCloud, School Instructions I7 79 

465 E. C. Phillips, Masonic Home Board 18 44 

466 A. H. McCloud, salary to April ist 75 00 

467 A. H. McCloud, expenses Schools Instruction . . 34 92 

468 Outstanding. 

469 M. W. Wimer, Grand Treasurer's bond 5 00 

470 Conover Engraving & Printing Co., printing.... 11 00 

471 E. J. Allen, telegrams ^j ^7 
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472 C. A. Cqnover, postage and express $16 20 

Balance on hand 1,589 62 



$5,087 24 



Companion Charles A. Conover, Grand Recorder, then 
submitted the following review of the routine, statistical and 
financial work of this office for the year closing May lo, 
1909, and the same was referred to the Finance Committee 
for audit. 

To the Grand Council: 

I have the honor and pleasure to submit this my sixth annual 
report as Grand Recorder. The detail work of the office has had 
my prompt attention. As the importance and beauty of the cryptic 
degrees increase there is a very noticeable increase in the activity 
of the Councils. New. questions are arising and the work assumes 
an increased dignity. 

SEMI-CENTENNIAI, PRCCJiEDINGS. 

The printed proceedings last year were the largest ever issued, 
I think by any Grand Council. The passing of our first half- 
century seemed a fitting time to celebrate, and I think you will 
all agree with me that we had no reason to be ashamed of our 
proceedings. They have been widely praised and favorably com- 
mented upon by other Grand Councils. The historical matter 
presented at the last session is fittingly preserved for the future. 
I had one hundred copies of that portion bound in cloth for library 
purposes for those desiring them. Also an extra fifty of the full 
proceedings. On account of our unusually large expenses of the 
last session our finances were considerably curtailed, but by con- 
servation and frugality for a time we will readily recover. 

The late chairman of the Finance Committee, our beloved 
companion James H. Cummins, was very enthusiastic over the 
special proceedings published, and encouraged and assisted your 
Grand Recorder in the extra work involved. It was his intention 
to give to you extracts from the many letters of commendation 
and praise received, but alas ! his voice is silenced. No more will 
we behold the genial face and feel the hearty hand clasp of our 
dearly beloved companion. He has been a faithful servant of this 
Grand Council for many years and its welfare has been very 
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close to his heart. He has patiently watched its upward move- 
ments and exulted like a lad at its successes. Tender hands have 
laid him away and now others must take up his work and carry 
it forward to still greater success. 

RETURNS. 

The annual returns are all received, but it has been difficult 
to get the corrections made afterward, as a few Recorders seem 
to think that if they get them made out, that is all that is necessary, 
and the corrections, if any, can wait for a convenient time for 
them. This delays -the preparation of statistics and reports, and 
the Recorders who do so should be penalized in some manner. 
No. 13 is still incorrect. Letters have been of no avail. 

STATISTICS. 

The work of the year has been quite satisfactory, though not 
so large as some years we have had. 

Number of Councils 63 

Number making returns 63 

Total membership Dec. 27, 1907 with corrections. .. -6,783 

Passed the circle in the year 366 

Affiliated 13 

Restored 9 

Total gains 38S 

Total membership and gains 7y^7^ 

Died in the year 1908 100 

Dimitted 42 

Suspended 37 

Total losses i79 

Total membership of Councils Dec. 27, 1908 6,992 

Net gain for the year 209 

Number Emeritus members 292 

Total receipts to May 10, 1909 $1,979.60 

Councils passing the circle on 10 or more are: Monroe No. i, 
39; Kendall No. 71, 29; Flint No. 56, 26; Putman No. 16, 19; 
Saginaw No. 20, 15; Jackson No. 32, 15; Tyre No. 10, 14; Mar- 
quette No. 72, 13; Hiawatha No. 65, 12; St. Louis No. 68, 12; 
Darius No. 75, n; Muskegon No. 54, 10. 

FINANCIAI, STATEMENT. 

The receipts for the year 1908 have been — 



Digitized by 



Google 



35 


2 50 


I 00 


36 00 


5 25 



$91 


43 


472 


36 


636 75 


681 


50 


97 


56 



30 GRAND COUNCIIv OF 

Annual dues from Councils $i>934 50 

Manual sold 

Certificate fees 

Proceedings , 

Council pins 

Delinquent dues from restorations 

Total receipts $i,979 60 

Disbursed — 

Dec. 23 — Paid to Chas. M. Norton, Grand Treasurer. . 

Jan. I — Paid to Chas. M. Norton, Grand Treasurer. . 

Jan. 7 — Paid to Chas. M. Norton, Grand Treasurer. . 

Jan. 14 — Paid to Chas. M. Norton, Grand Treasurer.. 

May 10 — Paid to Chas. M. Norton, Grand Treasurer... 

Total ^ $1,979 60 

I hold receipts from the Grand Treasurer for the above amount. 

During the past year I have drawn warrants from No. 392 
to 472 both inclusive amounting to the sum of $3,000.68. 

These expenses I have summarized as follows: 

Proceedings, history, correspondence, and shipping $780 56 

Expenses of annual assembly 57-00 

■ Expenses of banquet 95 50 

Expenses of souvenir pins 164 50 

Grand Master and office expenses 245 47 

Grand Recorder and office expenses . , 586 53 

Grand Lecturer and office expenses 561 88 

Masonic Home and Board Members 178 13 

Finance Committee 4 97 

Revision of Constitution 29 43 

Honorary P. G. M. Jewel 67 00 

Premium on Grand Recorder's bond 5 00 

Premium on Grand Treasurer's bond 500 

Funeral P. G. Master McCurdy 115 74 

Funeral P. G. Master Cummins 100 97 

Grand Treasurer postage 3 00 



Total $3,000 68 

COUNCIL BUTTONS, 

The souvenir button adopted by the committee for our semi- 
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centennial has proved to be a very wise choice and sales have 
continued through the year. There has been a call for a cheaper 
button that councils could afford to buy in quantities and present 
to each member as well as to candidates when greeted. I have 
succeeded in getting figures whereby we can furnish them in 
quantities of not less than lOO at 25 cents each. I ask authority 
to supply such demands if called for. It is one of the best means 
of advancing our cause by bringing it to the attention of Royal 
Arch Masons. 

Thanking you most heartily for the kind consideration I have 
always received from your hands, this report is most respectfully 
submitted for your consideration. 

Zealously yours, 

Charles A. Conover, 

Grand Recorder. 



Companion Arthur H. McCloud, P. G, M., Grand 
Lecturer, then read his annual report and the same was 
received and ordered printed in the proceedings. 

To the Most Illustrious Grand Master, OMcers, and Members of 
the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of the State 
of Michigan: 

As we again meet in Grand Council for our fifty-first annual 
assembly, I take pleasure in submitting a report of my steward- 
ship for the past year as your Grand Lecturer. 

Although the far reaching effect of the late financial disturbance 
has made itself felt in Masonic circles, still the year just past 
has been a good year for Cryptic Masonry; the number passing 
the circle of perfection has been well distributed among the various 
Councils and only in very few instances has a Council failed in 
adding to its number, those desirous of entering the Secret Vault. 

The importance of the Council degrees is being far more widely 
appreciated and its dignity and beauty more apparent to its mem- 
bers. 

As in the preceding degrees in Masonry, the importance of 
proper robing and paraphernalia in the Council work is under- 
stood and in none of our Councils is an utter lack of the acces- 
sories so necessary to embellish and illustrate our beautiful ritual, 
while in many Councils the degrees are so wrought out as to be 
a delight to the eye as well as to the ear. 
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I am sorry that time will not permit me to dilate at length 
on each assembly I have had the pleasure of attending. Suffice 
to say, that nowhere in Masonry is the spirit of good fellowship 
and hospitality more apparent than in our Cryptic order, and were 
I to speak for hours I could still relate of pleasure and profit 
found in Council Assemblies. 

June 24th, 1908 accompanied by our M. I. Grand Master Chas. 
H. Patterson, I visited St. Louis Council No. 68, the home of 
Past Grand Master Bayard A. Church. Ithaca Council No. 33 was 
represented by its officers and eight members, and the officers and 
five members of Saginaw No. 20, together with Deputy Grand 
Master Emory Townsend were present; the Royal and Select 
degrees were most ably conferred by Saginaw Council on 12 candi- 
dates. The total attendance was 73. 

July nth. In company with our M. 111. Grand Master C. H. 
Patterson we started on a tour of inspection of the Councils in 
the upper part of the state, our first Council of Instruction was 
held: 

July 13th. At Alpena, Rev. W. H. Bulkley T. 111. Master 
and the officers and members of Sagonahkato, No. 58, are doing 
good work and providing themselves with the paraphernalia neces- 
sary to the illustration of the Council degrees. Attendance 20. 

July 14th. We visited Inverness, No. 60, at Cheboygan, who 
conferred the Royal and Select degrees on 5 candidates in a very 
desirable manner, the ritual was well adhered to and the action 
interesting. Attendance 23. 

July 15th. We attended an assembly of Sault Ste. Marie, No. 
69, and were well pleased to note the improvement evinced by this 
Council in conferring the Royal and Select degrees, upon 4 candi- 
dates. Attendance of the evening was 31. Our stay in the Sault 
was a most pleasant one. 

July i6th, found us at Marquette, No. ^2, where the Royal 
and Select degrees were conferred on 3 candidates. Marquette is 
alive and active and have provided themselves with desirable and 
interesting accessories and conferred the degrees with impressiveness 
and close regard for the Ritual. Attendance 39. 

July 20th. We attended an assembly at Houghton of David 
S. Kendall, No. 71, who conferred the Royal and Select on 5 candi- 
dates in a most interesting manner, excellent paraphernalia, beauti- 
ful robes and dignified rendering of our Ritual made the evening 
one to be remembered. Attendance (^. 

July 22nd, found us at Crystal Falls, where King Cyrus, No. 
(fj, conferred the Royal, Select, and Super-Excellent degrees on 5 
candidates. No Council can boast of a more active or interesting 
membership than Crystal Falls, and the work was completed with 
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a regard for detail and accuracy that was delightful to us as well 
as the candidates. Attendance 56. 

July 23rd. We visited an assembly of Darius, No. 75, at 
Iron Mountain. This is our youngest Council, but judging from 
the specimens exhibited of their skill, I believe they have a great 
future before them. Darius conferred the Royal and Select degrees 
on 6 candidates before an attendance of 23 Cryptic Masons, in a 
most dignified manner. Grand Recorder, Chas. A. Conover, was 
present on this occasion and assisted our Grand Master in present- 
ing our new Council with their Charter and in constituting and 
installing its officers. 

July 24th. We journeyed to Manistique and witnessed Hia- 
watha, No. 65, confer the Royal, Select and Super-Excellent de- 
grees on 6 candidates before an attendance of 37. Hiawatha shows 
steady improvement and the attendance at their assemblies would 
prove of pleasure and profit to any Cryptic Mason fortunate enough 
to avail himself. Close adherence to the Ritual, beautiful robes 
and detail, made our evening a most pleasant one. 

Following our visit to Manistique, Grand Master Patterson 
and I returned to our homes, carrying with us memories of hospi- 
tality and jolly good fellowship, heaped upon us by our fraters 
in the Upper Peninsula, that can never be forgotten, and I am 
certain that the presence and wise council of our Grand Master, 
wjien among our Companions of the north, will remain of lasting 
benefit to them. 

Sept. 9th. I visited Cadillac, when Cadillac, No. 70, conferred 
the Royal degree and Reed City, No. 55, exemplified the Select, 
on one candidate before an attendance of 35, I was pleased to 
note a great improvement in the work of these Councils, and wish 
that the Grand Body might witness Reed City's conception of 
the floor work of the Select degree, as such great regard is paid 
to accessories in the Secret Vault. 

Sept. 23rd. At Ypsilanti I attended an assembly of Union, No. 
II, who conferred the Royal and Select degrees upon 3 candidates 
before 38 Cryptic Companions. A projected new temple is caus- 
ing greater interest in Masonry in this city and the Council is 
receiving added interest; from the character of the work done 
and the enthusiasm of its members and officers I believe this one 
of our largest Councils will forge steadily onward. 

Sept. 25th. I attended an assembly of Clinton, No. 26, Mat 
Blosser, T. 111. Master of Manchester, and fifteen Companions were 
present. The Chapter at Clinton exalted three the past year and 
the Council /passed the circle on three, the Council having within 
one of as many members as the Chapter. It would seem that 
Clinton is very much alive, which is only to be expected of the 
3 
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home of our most revered Companion Past Grand Master David 
Woodward. 

Oct. I2th. We had the pleasure of a visit to Monroe, No. i, 
of M. III. Grand Master Chas. H. Patterson, together with Gr. 
C. of Guard John Nichol, Gr. C. of C. F. Wilcox, Past Grand 
Master J. H. Cummins and Past Grand Master H. E. Hatch. 
There were present 60 Companions and the Royal and Select degrees 
were conferred on 7 candidates. This was the last time our de- 
parted friend and Companion J. H. Cummins, Past ]\I. 111. Gr. 
Master, attended Monroe Council. A true friend, a zealous Com- 
panion, an honorable gentleman. This Gr. Body has lost one of 
its most valued members. 

Oct. 13th. At Manchester I visited Adoniram, No. 24, the 
Royal and Select degrees were conferred on one candidate before 
an attendance of 22 in a most desirable manner. New Cherubim 
robes were used for the first time; and there is a spirit of en- 
thusiasm displayed among its members that promises well for 
the future. This is the home of Past Gr. Master J. H. Kingsley 
who was present during the evening. 

Oct. i6th. I visited Blanchard, No. 34, at Tecumseh, who con- 
ferred the Royal and Select on 2 candidates before an attendance 
of 66 Companions. This Council is thoroughly alive and doing good 
work. 

Oct. 19th. I attended an assembly of Flint Council, No. 56, 
who conferred the Royal and Select degrees on 8 candidates before 
an attendance of d^. 

When I state that Flint has passed the circle on 26 candidates 
the past year, you may know that somebody is busy and there is 
no dry rot in Flint. 

Oct. 21 St. I visited River Raisin No. 4 at Dundee, one candi- 
date was present on whom was conferred the Royal and Select 
degrees. Attendance 20. Dundee has recently purchased fine new 
robes for joint use in the York rite bodies and are doing well. 

Oct. 28th. At Battle Creek I visited Zabud No. 9. Wliilc as 
yet the Council has little paraphernalia, a spirit of enthusiasm is 
apparent and a desire to beautify the work will bear early fruit. 

Oct. 29th. I visited Kalamazoo and had a pleasant talk with 
the then T. I. Master Joel Waterbury regarding the welfare of 
Kalamazoo, No. (i^. 

Jan. nth, 1909, at Hillsdale I attended an assembly of Mt. 
Ararat, No. 15, whose T. I. Master is our Gr. Prin. C. of Work 
W. P. Perry. Good work was done on 2 candidates i;i the Royal 
and Select degrees. This council is certainly in excellent hands. 
Attendance 53. 
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Jan. i2th. Attended Jonesville^ No. 5, who conferred the Royal 
and Select on one candidate. Jonesville has 49 of the 60 chapter 
members in its Council and while little paraphernalia is used the 
Ritual was excellent and the members are enthusiastic. 

Jan. 13th. I spent two hours of the morning at Coldwater 
with Grand Rec. Conover, whose excellent system of filing enabled 
me to obtain without delay some data I was desirous of. 

Jan. 13th was the day I had set by summons for a Council 
of Instruction at Sturgis but owing to some unfortunate chance 
no meeting was called and I was obliged to pass on. 

Jan. 14th to Three Rivers, wJiere Nebuzaradan No. yjy con- 
ferred the Royal and Select on one candidate before an attendance 
of 22. Past Gr. Master Thos. G. Greene assisted in giving the 
lectures. I have seldom seen better work. 

Jan. isth. I attended a very large and interesting assembly 
at South Haven, No. 45, presided over by Geo. C. Monroe, Gr. 
Steward of the Gr. Council. There were present officers and five 
members from St. Joseph, No. 44, the officers and 60 members 
and twx) candidates from Lawrence No. 43, the officers, twenty-five 
members and 6 candidates from Kalamazoo, No. 6^^ the officers, 
75 members and 5 candidates of South Haven No. 45 together 
with Past Gr. Master Geo. A. Cross, of Lawrence. The Royal and 
Select and Super-Excellent degrees were conferred by officers from 
the various Councils present, the work being most inspiring. I have 
rarely attended an assembly I enjoyed more, as every detail was 
carefully wrought out and due regard paid to our Ritual. 

Feb. 3rd found me with Marine City, No. 59. While no candi- 
date was present the evening was profitably spent in reviewing the 
Ritual and methods of floor work. Attendance 15. 

Feb. 20th. Monroe Council, No. i, conferred the Super-Excellent 
degree on a class of twenty-five candidates. We had the pleasure 
of entertaining Companions from Mt. Clemens, Ypsilanti, Pontiac, 
and several from Saginaw including Deputy Grand Master Emory 
Townsend. Attendance over 500. 

Feb. 25th. I visited Grand Ledge, No. 62. They had no candi- 
date and we passed the evening in discussing Ritual and work. 
There were 18 present. 

Feb. 26th. Attended an assembly of Williamston, No. 64. Two 
candidates received the Royal and Select degree, conferred in a very 
creditable manner. No. 64 at present have very little paraphernalia, 
but a great deal of enthusiasm and are equipping themselves with 
needful accessories, and do excellent work. Attendance 26. 

Mar. 29th. At Port Huron I witnessed Fred L. Wells, No. 
74, confer the Royal and Select on two candidates before 22 Com- 
panions, No. 74 is one of our youngest Councils and w^hile as 
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yet but poorly equipped with paraphernalia are energetic and 
ambitious, and will forge ahead rapidly. 

April 5th. At the request of Flint, No. 56, I attended their 
assembly and assisted in conferring the Royal and Select degrees 
on two candidates. This Council is very active and progressive. 
It being Election Day the attendance was limited to 20. 

April 8th. I attended the conferring of the Royal, Select, and 
Super-Excellent degrees on 8 candidates at Mt. Clemens. No. 8 
is one of the best working Councils in the state and the degrees 
were enjoyed by the 58 Companions preseait. 

April 13th. I visited Manistee, No. 46, wnere 3 candidates 
received the Royal and Select degrees. Past Or. Masters Wm. 
Wente and Allan McKee and 28 members were present. The floor 
settings were excellent and the officers zealous and interested and 
performed good work. 

April 15th. I attended a large assembly at Grand Rapids of 
Tyre, No. 10, Big Rapids, No. 25, was represented by T. I. M. F. E. 
Hardy, P. C. W. E. P. Mather, Rec. G. W. Milner, Arthur Hudson 
and several members. The Royal and Select was conferred on 10 
candidates with dignity and impressiveness, the Ritual was excellent, 
and the paraphernalia and robes added to the attractiveness of the 
work. This, the second largest Council is wx)rthy of emulation. At- 
tendance 84. 

In conclusion permit me to say that this Grand Body may feel 
proud of the progress its subordinate Councils are making and can 
rest assured tTiat Cryptic Masonry at present in Michigan is taking 
its rightful place among the York Rite Bodies. 

Thanking the officers and Companions of the Councils I have 
visited during the past year for the unfailing courtesy and hospitality 
extended to me. 

The above is respectfully submitted, 

Arthur H. McCi^oud, 

Grand Lecturer. 



3ltmmt (HammtttttB firportB. 

Companion Emerson M. Newell, chairman of the 
Finance Committee read the following general report from 
the committee, which was adopted : 

To the M. L Grand Master and Companions of the Grand 
Council of Royal and Select Masters of Michigan: 

"Tis a time for memory and for tears." 
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Your Finance Committee comes before this Grand Council with 
sorrowing hearts. One of its members is missing from his 
accustomed place. He has gone. The one of whom we speak was 
our beloved Companion James H. Cummins, chairman of your 
Finance Committee. He was stricken suddenly and passed from 
mortal environments October 29th, 1908. 

He was our friend, he was our neighbor, we miss him much. 
As a friend he was true, as a neighbor he was courteous, and as 
a Mason he was zealous. Those to whom he was personally known 
were able to more fully appreciate his fervency and zeal in his 
suggestions in preparing our report and recommendations for your 
consideration. 

May the remembrance of his many good qualities linger in 
our memory until the Supreme Ruler discontinues our earthly 
existence and we pass to join our beloved Companion in that higher 
realm of eternal life. 

We herewith render an account of our findings as to the' 
financial condition of this Grand Council as shown by the Grand 
Recorder's and Grand Treasurer's books as having $1,589.62 in 
cash and available funds now in the hands of your Grand Treasurer, 
the said amount having been exhibited to your committee. Your 
committee would recommend that the Grand Recorder be -paid the 
sum of $400 for his services as Grand Recorder for the past year 
ending May 17, 1909, and a further sum of $50.00 for his report 
on Foreign Correspondence to be published with the proceedings 
of this assembly. That Companion McGregor, Grand Sentinel, be 
paid the sum of $15.00 for his services during this assembly. 

Your committee would recommend that an order be drawn 
in favor of the Bay City Temple Association for the sum of twenty 
dollars for the use of this Temple during the assembly and the 
sum of $5.00 for the janitor. It is with much pleasure we further 
recommend that an official jewel of a P. M. 111. Gr. Master be 
purchased by our Grand Recorder and presented to Most 111. Gr. 
Master Chas. H. Patterson, as a tribute of the appreciation of this 
Grand Council of his able administration during the year, and that 
fifty dollars be paid to M. III. Gd. Master Patterson as a partial 
recompense for services rendered officially to Royal and Select 
Masters wherever dispersed. 

Emerson M. Newku;, 
Horace E. Hatch, 
Thos. H. Williams, 

Committee. 
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ftr00lutiim 0tt (Srattli Hrrtiurm 

Companion Horace E. Hatch of the Finance Committee 
presented this following resolution which was adopted: 

Resolved: 

That the M. I. Grand Master shall be authorized to direct the 
Grand Lecturer to hold schools of instruction in such Councils 
as he may consider for the best interest of the Grand Council. 

That the iGrand Lecturer shall be allowed the sum of three 
hundred dollars ($300.00) for the year, payable quarterly, and his 
necessary expenses in holding such schools. An itemized state- 
ment of such expense shall be submitted to the Committee on 
Finance for their approval before warrants are issued for same. 

Emerson M. NEwrxL, 
Horace E. Hatch, 

Committee. 



Nrm QlnttBtUttttittt and firgulattona. 

The special order for this annual assembly was the re- 
view of the Constitution and Regulations and on motion of 
Companion Horace S. Maynard they were considered by 
sections. A number of important amendments were sub- 
mitted and the entire Constitution, By-laws, Rules of Order, 
Penal Code and Regulations for Chapters under dispen- 
sations were finally adopted in full, to take effect after the 
close of this annual assembly. 

The Constitution and Regulations as adopted will be 
found in the appendix to these proceedings. 



Companion William H. Simons, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Division and Reference, read the report of that 
Committee which was adopted as follows: 

The Most Illustrious Grand Master^ Officers and Companions of 
the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of the State 
of Michigan: 

Your Committee to whom was referred the address of our 
Most Illustrious Grand Master beg leave to report the following: 
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1st. That so much as refers to Charters and Dispensations 
and that part of recommendation No. 4 relating to the charter of 
Manistee Council No. 46, be referred to the Committee on Charters 
and Dispensations. 

2nd. That so much as refers to special dispensations and 
recommendation No. 2 relating to Grand Representatives, and rec- 
ommendation No. 5, relating to duplicate charters be referred to 
the Committee on Jurisprudence. 

3rd. That so much as refers to correspondence be referred to 
the Committee on Correspondence. 

4th. That so much as refers to obituaries be referred to the 
Committee on Obituaries. 

5th. That part of recommendation No. 4 relating to the dues 
of Manistee Council No. 46 be referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

6th. That the recommendation relating to a special committee 
on By-Laws of subordinate Councils be approved and a committee 
of thrte (3) be appointed for that purpose. 

7th. That the recommendation relating to the revision of the 
Ritual be approved and that a special committee of five (s) be 
appointed and that the Most Illustrious Grand Master be a member 
of such committee. 

8th. That so much as refers to official acts be approved. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
W. H. Simons, 
L. R. Patterson, 
James P. Walsh, 

Committee. 



The Grand Master then appointed the following 
Special Committees as provided in the report on Division 
and Reference: 

By-Lazvs of Councils — 

Companions Arthur H. McCloud, 
Horace E. Hatch, 
Frank P. Wilcox. 
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Revision of Ritual — 

Companions Charles A. Conover, 
Horace S. Maynard, 
Arthur H. McCloud, 
William H. Simons, 
Charles H. Patterson. 



Companion Edward J. Wright, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Obituaries presented the report of that Committee 
which was adopted as follows : 

Most Illustrious Grand Master, Officers and Companions of the 
Grand Council Royal and Select Masters of the State of Mich- 
igan: 

The appropriate reference in the Annual Address and Report of 
our esteemed Most Illustrious Grand Master to the Illustrious 
Royal and Select Masters of this Grand Jurisdiction -who have 
entered into rest having been referred -to your Committee on 
Obituaries, we fraternally recommend the approval and adoption 
of that part of the report, and of the following further tribute to 
the memory of those illustrious Companions of other Grand Juris- 
dictions and the beloved Companions of this Grand Jurisdiction 
who during the last Cryptic year have passed through the gate 
of death to the place of refreshment and rest. 

First among the illustrious dead, in the mind of every member 
of this Grand Council, is our most highly esteemed and universally 
loved Companion. 

HUGH McCURDY, M. I. Grand Master of Michigan 1879. 

No Companion was ever more truly loved by the craft than was 
he who was so often referred to and affectionately addressed as 
"Brother Hugh"— Most Illustrious Companion Hugh McCurdy. It 
was in St. Johns Council No. 21 that he passed the circle of per- 
fection on Dec. 18, 1866. Nearly eight years later he organized 
Corunna Council No. 38, which he served as its Thrice Illustrious 
Master for eight years. On January 21, 1879, he was elected Most 
Illustrious Grand Master. He presided ovrr the Grand Council 
and zealously guarded the interests of the Cryptic bodies in tnis 
State during the term for which he was elected, and thereafter 
served most ably on the Grand Council's most important com- 
mittees until his physical infirmities prevented further service. 
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There is no Masonic institution that is more dear to the hearts 
of the craft in this State than is the Michigan Masonic Home, 
which Most Illustrious Companion McCurdy made the residuary 
legatee of his estate, which was of much value although depleted 
materially by the selfish and quite largely successful schemes of 
the people of the county of his adoption to defraud him. In view 
of the endeavor now being made to deprive the Home of Com- 
panion McCurdy's bounty, your Committee deem it not inappropriate 
to express on behalf of this Grand Council its most positive con- 
viction that Companion Hugh McCurdy, when he made his generous 
bequest to the Masonic Home, was in full possession of his un- 
impaired mental powers, and that his last will and testament was 
in this particular the expression of a purpose and desire that had 
been uppermost in his mind during his later years. 

Details of Companion McCurdy's Masonic relations, mention 
of tributes paid his memory at his funeral and a brief sketch of 
his life are embodied in the announcement made to the Councils 
by Most Illustrious Grand Master Patterson and recited in his 
Annual Report. From this it will be seen that Companion McCurdy 
was instrumental in the organization of the Masonic Lodge, the 
Royal Arch Chapter, the Council and the Commandery in the City 
of his adoption ; that he presided over the respective bodies and 
over each of the Grand Bodies under whose jurisdiction they were 
held, being Most Worshipful Grand Master F. and A. M. in 1873, 
Most Excellent Grand High Priest R. A. M. in 1871. Most Il- 
lustrious Grand Master R. and S. M. in 1879 and Right Eminent 
Grand Commander K. T. in 1877, and was Deputy for Michigan 
of the Supreme Council, A. A. S. R. at the time of his death. 
Thus he had the unique distinction of being called to preside over 
every branch of Masonry in Michigan, in addition to which he 
was elected in 1892 Most Eminent Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment K. T. of the U. S. A. 

Rich in honors, beloved by the craft. Companion Hugh McCurdy 
has passed through the portal of Death to the life elysian, leaving 
to us as a rich inheritance a noble record of faithfulness to every 
trust, of earnest labors in the cause of universal brotherhood and 
of unfaltering love for the brethren. May our prayer be that by 
the guiding hand of the Supreme Grand Master we may each be 
enabled to fulfill our mission as faithfully as did the loved Com- 
panion whose eminent services to Masonry we commemorate in this 
memorial. 

It was the privilege of this Grand Council to have with us 
at our last annual assembly Companion 

JAMES H. CUMMINS, M. I. Gr. Mr. in 1884, 
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and for fifteen of the intermediate years and at the time of enter- 
ing upon his eternal reward Chairman of the Finance Committee of 
this Grand Council. Whether serving his country in its hour of 
greatest peril, his state in the performance of the duties to which 
he was called, the fiduciary interests of the great corporation with 
which he was so long associated, or guarding the material interests 
of the craft, Companion Cummins was always dependable, alert 
and efficient. The story of his life and his Masonic record are 
concisely told in the Report of Most Illustrious Grand Master 
Patterson. This Grand Council had no more faithful member, no 
more constant attendant upon its assemblies than Past Grand Master 
Cummins, and we render to the Grand Architect of the Universe 
our fervent thanks that he was permitted to continue to the end 
his work for this Grand Council, which he so loved and by every 
member of which he was so highly esteemed. 

Each of two other Grand Jurisdictions mourn the loss of two 
Past Grand Masters, five others each lost a Past Grand Master, 
one a Past Grand Master and its Deputy Grand Master, one its 
Grand Principal Conductor of the Work and one its Grand Recorder. 
We refer to the Illustrious dead of these Sister Grand Jurisdictions 
in the order of their seniority. 

OHIO. 

Companion Edwin Morrell, Past Most Illustrious Grand Master 
of Ohio", died at Columbus, O., on January i8, 1909. He presided 
over the Grand Council of Ohio in 1892-1893. Raised in 1865, he 
demitted three years later to Magnolia Lodge No. 20, of which 
Lodge he was Worshipful Master for three terms and its Treasurer 
at the time of his death and for many preceding years; was High 
Priest successfully of two Chapters R. A. M., Thrice Illustrious 
Master of his Council R. & S. M., Eminent Commander of his 
Commandery for two years and its Prelate for a quarter of a 
century immediately preceding his death; a member of the Con- 
sistory and its concordant bodies, and received the honorary 33 
degree in Boston in '06. This notable record proved him to have 
well earned the tribute paid to his memory by Most Illustrious 
Grand Master Warren J. Baker, who, in announcing his death, 
says:. "He was of quiet, retiring disposition, yet withal a big- 
hearted, unselfish, moral man of high ideals, whose advice in 
Masonic affairs was eagerly sought and advantageously followed; 
a christian gentleman, a useful and respected citizen, whose example 
is worthy of emulation and whose memory will ever linger in 
sweetest bloom." 
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MISSOURI. 

The Grand Jurisdiction of Missouri was doubly afflicted during 
the year. On May 25, 1908, Past Most Illustrious Grand Master 
Martin Collins, who presided over the Grand s^ouncil of that State 
in 1869 and 1870, passed to the Great Beyond. He had served 
his Lodge as Worshipful Master for three terms; the Grand Lodge 
of Missouri as both Junior and Senior Grand Warden; was Grand 
High Priest in 1867 and is referred to in the notice of his death 
issued by Most Illustrious Grand Master Milburn as ^'peculiarly 
engaged during his term as Grand High Priest in rebuilding a 
new temple of patriotism." He assisted in organizing the Grand 
Chapter of Missouri, was Senior Grand Warden of the Grand 
Commandery K. T., was Sovereign , Grand Inspector General in 
charge of the interests of the A. A. S. R. in Missouri, and at 
the time of his death was Grand Prior of the Sovereign Council 
A. A. S. R. 

The Companions of this Grand Jurisdiction will be particularly 
interested in the notice of the death of Past Most Illustrious Grand 
Master Pembrook R. Flitcraft, who on June 17, 1908, followed 
his colleague across the Styx. Illustrious Companion Flitcraft was 
made a Mason in Mt. Hermon Lodge No. 24, at Centerville, Mich; 
was exalted to the sublime degree of Royal Arch in Charlotte 
Chapter No. 82 and passed the circle of perfection in Charlotte 
Council No. 36. He was born in New Jersey, was educated at 
the University of Michigan, and began the practice of law in 
Kansas, removing later to St. Louis, where he served one term 
as Judge of the Circuit Court. He remained a resident of that 
city until his death. His later Masonic relations were with the 
several bodies in that City, which he served respectively as Worship- 
ful Master, High Priest, Thrice Illustrious Master and Eminent 
Commander. He was Most Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand 
Council of Missouri in 1885, and at the time of his death and 
for many years prior thereto was Chairman of the Committee on 
Jurisprudence in several of the Grand Bodies and was Honorary 
Inspector General A. A. S. R. His duties in the several important 
stations were perforrned with unquestioned fidelity. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The Grand Council of Pennsylvania mourns the loss of Past 
Most Puissant Grand Master James Shallcross Barber, who died 
in Philadelphia, April i, 1908. He had served the craft as Master 
of his Lodge, High Priest of his Chapter, Thrice Illustrious Master 
of his Council, Eminent Commander of his Commandery, Thrice 
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Potent Master of his Lodge of Perfection, Sovereign Prince of his 
Council of Princes of Jerusalem, Most Wise Master of his Chapter 
of Rose Croix, Commander-in-Chief of his Consistory, Honorary 
Inspector General A. A. S. R., Grand High Priest; and was most 
Puissant Grand Master of the Grand Council of Pennsylvania in 
1882. In the announcement of his death Most Puissant Grand 
Master Lape says: "The life of James Shallcross Barber was 
as an open book; his honor and integrity were never questioned; 
and whether in the busy occupations of the day, behind the tyled 
doors of Masonry, or in the hallowed precincts of the domestic 
circle, he was ever the same gentle, lovable, honorable gentleman, 
a devoted husband and father, a sincere friend and brother.'* 
Truly a record in which his Companions may well take pride. 

ILLINOIS. 

Doubtless the most widely known Companion among those who 
joined the unnumerable caravan during the year was Right Il- 
lustrious Grand Recorder Gilbert Wordsworth Barnard of the Grand 
Council of Illinois. He had presided over the several subordinate 
Masonic bodies of which he was a member. He had been Grand 
Recorder of the Grand Council and of the Grand Commandery 
since 1877, Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter and of the 
Consistory since 1878, was the Representative in Illinois of many 
of the Grand Jurisdiction of other states and an Honorary Mem- 
ber of a large number of Masonic and Concordant bodies. His 
boyhood was spent on a farm in Jackson County, Michigan. Most 
Illustrious Grand Master Rood in announcing his death refers 
with much feeling to Companion Barnard's "profound knowledge 
of Masonic law and procedure," which was almost as well recognized 
elsewhere as in Illinois. 

INDIANA. 

In the death of its Treasurer the Grand Council of Indiana 
lost an Illustrious Companion who had an enviable record and 
was favorably known and highly esteemed far beyond the confines 
of his State. Past Most Illustrious Grand Master Martin H. Rice, 
having served with honor in the several subordinate bodies of which 
he was a member, including the Commandery and the Consistory, 
was elected Most Worshipful Grand Master F. & A. M., Most 
Excellent Grand High Priest R. A. M., Most Illustrious Grand 
Master R. & S. M. and Grand Patron O. E. S. He was Treasurer 
of the Grand Council from 1884. In 1869 he began the publication 
of the Masonic Advocate, issuing a number on Saturday prior 
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to his sudden death on Monday, August 3, 1908. His writings 
on questions of Masonic jurisprudence are a monument to a Com- 
panion whose counsel was often sought. 

More recently, on January 19, 1909, the Grand Council of 
Indiana was called to lament the death of Past Most Illustrious 
Grand Master Simeon Stevens Johnson, who was one of the most 
faithful and well beloved of its members. After being most signal- 
ly honored by his Lodge, Chapter, Council and Commandery, he 
was elected Most Worshipful Grand Master, Most Eminent Grand 
High Priest, Most Illustrious Grand Master and Right Eminent 
Grand Commander. He had also received the several degrees in 
the A. A. S. R. He was unassuming, kindly, and sincerely loved 
by all who knew him. 

IOWA. 

The death of Past Most Illustrious Grand Master Herbert 
Church Shadbolt, on December 9, 1908, was the loss to the craft 
in Iowa of a public-spirited citizen and a Comparvion who had for 
many years been a zealous worker in the several Masonic bodies. 
The announcement of his death recites that he had filled every 
station in his Lodge, Chapter and Commandery, but as to his 
Cryptic relations is content with stating that he had received the 
degrees and was elected Most Illustrious Grand Master in October, 
1906. 

NEBRASKA. 

Past Most Illustrious Grand Master Henry A. Thurton of 
Nebraska was a member of the several Symbolic, Capitular, Cryptic 
and Chivalric orders when he went from New Jersey to his adopted 
State a Quarter of a century ago, and he at once identified him- 
self with the local bodies and was commended for his able work. 
He was Most Illustrious Grand Master of Nebraska from December 
1894 to December 1896. He had an honorable record in his service 
for his country during the civil war, and in his later years was 
County Judge of his home county, the people of which unite 
with his Masonic Companions in mourning the loss of a valuable 
official and a good citizen. 

MARYLAND. 

In the death of Grand Principal Conductor of the Work, 
Charles McDonald Jr., the craft in Maryland lost a zealous and 
indefatigable worker, who had presided over most of the sub- 
ordinate Masonic bodies in which he held membership. He 
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was Secretary of his Lodge for over 40 years, and of his Chapter 
36 years. He was Grand Treasurer K. T. from 1898 to the day 
of his death. 

OREGON. 

The Grand Chapter of Oregon, in the death of Companion 
John H. Irvine M. D., Past Most Illustrious Grand Master, and 
Grand Chaplain in his later years, lost a devoted member. He 
was also Past Grand High Priest and had been Junior Deacon 
and Grand Marshal of the Grand Lodge F. & A. M. 

WASHINGTON. 

Having been Grand High Priest in 1897 and Grand Commander 
in 1898, the Grand Council of Washington elected Companion 
Carmi Dibble as Most Illustrious Grand Master in 1899. In hi^ 
later years this esteemed Companion suffered reverses and his life 
was burdened by cares and sickness. It is a satisfaction to know 
that in his misfortunes "Masonry was his strength and support." 
Companion Dibble was born in New York, located in his western 
home in 1866 and passed into the "Place of Wages, Refreshment 
and Rest" on January 28, 1908. 

For a second time the Grand Council of Washington was 
stricken by the death, on April 16, 1908, of Right Illustrious 
Deputy Grand Master William M. Ross, who had presided over 
his Lodge, Chapter and Council and was a member of the Con- 
sistory. He was a tireless worker in the interest of the Cryptic 
Rite and his loss is sorely felt by the Grand Council. 

With the Companions of the Grand Jurisdictions thus bereaved, 
we rejoice in the well performed labors of the Illustrious Crafts- 
men ^vho have left with them and us the golden memories of 
their good deeds and of the happy associations in the halls of 
fraternity. With them we pray that we may emulate the virtues 
of the Illustrious dead ; and we tender to these Sister Grand 
Jurisdictions the sympathy that we truly feel, having been our- 
selves bereaved. 

In commemorating the departure of these Illustrious Compan- 
ions, we do not forget that during the past year 100 Companions in 
45 Councils of this Grand Jurisdiction have been called to their 
reward and entered the Undissolving Lodge on High. Among the 
number are the two Most Illustrious Companions named in the 
first part of this report; Past Grand Master W. Irving Babcock 
F. & A. M. ; Companion Peter White, a pioneer to whose enter- 
prise the interests of the Upper Peninsula owe so much; Com- 
panion Arthur M. Smith, the young Masonic writer and editor 
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who appeared to have a brilliant future before him; Companion 
Daniel W. Buck and other sturdy pioneers who in the past set 
examples of fortitude and fraternity; and others who were well 
known but doubtless no more highly esteemed by those with whom 
they were associated than were the greater number whose field 
of labor and usefulness was more circumscribed. Let us cherish 
the memory of the good deeds of these fallen Companions and 
cover with the mantle of Masonic Charity all that may have been 
amiss in their lives. 

Your Committee recommend that the names and Cryptic titles 
of the Illustrious Dead and the names and date of death of the 
Companions of this Grand Jurisdiction who have passed the portal 
during the year be inscribed on memorial pages in the published 
report of the Proceedings of this Assembly. 
Fraternally submitted, 

Edward J. Wright, 

Frank Scadden, 

Committee on Obituaries. 



(Ergptir IHattuaL 

On motion of Companion Horace S. Maynard the Grand 
Master was authorized to appoint a Committee of three to 
revise the Crytic Manual, to incorporate the newly adopted 
Constitution, By-Laws, Rules of Order, Penal Code, Regula- 
tions for Councils U. D., Edicts, Decisions, Resolutions, 
Blank Forms, Ceremonies, etc., and report the results of their 
work at the next annual assembly. 

The Grand Master appointed as such committee the fol- 
lowing : 

Companions Charles A. Conover, 
Horace S. Maynard, 
Horace E. Hatch 



On motion of Companion Arthur H. McCloud the 
Grand Council was called from labor to refreshment until 
nine o'clock to-morrow morning and the special order for 
election of Grand Officers was fixed at lo o'clock. 

The Grand Master called off at 10:45 P- M- with prayer 
by the Grand Chaplain. 
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SECOND DAY— MORNING SESSION 

Bay City, Mich., \ 

May i8y ipo8y I 

p:oo o'clock, A. M. ) 

JSo Cabnr* 

The Grand Council was called to labor by the M. I. 
Grand Master, and prayer wa^ offered by the Grand Chap- 
lain. 



Vitpart on QU^rtetB and BtBtt^ttaatuittB. 

Companion Philip Blum, the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Charters and Dispensations, presented the report 
of that Committee which was adopted as follows: 

To the Most Illustrious Grand Master, Officers and Members of 
the Grand Council of the State of Michigan: 

Your Committee on Charters and Dispensations to whom was 
referred so much of the Grand Master's report as pertains to 
charters and dispensations, respectfully beg leave to report as fol- 
lows : 

That they have had under consideration the matters referred 
to them and find that their duties are not very arduous at this 
Assembly, but rather more ornamental than practical; 

That on account of the strict business policy pursued by our 
Most Illustrious Grand Master, who has so well said in his ad- 
dress to you last evening that he, as well as our efficient Grand 
Lecturer believed it to be the better policy to exert their eflforts 
to reviving the week Councils rather than creating others, to be 
sound business policy, and your committee hereby begs leave to 
congratulate and commend the Illustrious Grand Master for his 
wisdom in so doing. 

Your committee in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Illustrious Grand Master, hereby recommend and ask that this 
Grand Council direct the Grand Recorder to issue a duplicate charter 
4 
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to Manistee Council No. 46 R. and S. M. of Manistee, Mich., to 
replace the one destroyed by fire and that he prepare a duplicate 
charter bearing the same signatures as the original. Such dupli- 
cate to be certified to by th^ M. I. Grand Master and attested to by 
the Grand Recorder said duplicate charter to have the same force 
and eflFect as the original. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Phiup Blum, 

Chas. J. Gray, 

Committee. 



Vitport on (EotrtBponhttut. 

Companion Charles A. Conover, Committee on Corre- 
spondence, presented his annual report in printed form, stat- 
ing that it was ready for binding in the printed proceedings 
of this assembly as soon as prepared. The report was 
adopted and will be found in the appendix. 



On motion of Companion Horace E. Hatch of the 
Finance Committee the dues of Manistee Council, No. 46, 
for the last year were remitted on account of the destruction 
of all their property by fire, and the Grand Recorder was 
directed to draw a warrant for the amount, being $14.75. 



£UaUitt of (Srand (StSitttB. 

The hour having arrived for the special order of busi- 
ness of election of Grand Officers, the Grand Master ap- 
pointed as tellers: 

Companions H. E. Williamson, 
A. G. Jones, 
Harry J. Walker. 

The tellers were assisted by the following Companions 
who were appointed to act as collectors: 
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Companions Clarence A. Howard, 
John H. McCallum, 
William H. VanIderstein. 

After a careful canvass of the votes cast the following 
Companions were declared elected to the several stations 
named: 

Emory Townsend, M. I. Grand Master. . 
William P. Perry, Deputy Grand Master. 
John Nichol, Grand Principal Conductor of Work. 
Charles M. Norton, Grand Treasurer. 
Charles A. Conover, Grand Recorder. 
Arthur H. McCloud, P. G. M. Grand Lecturer. 
William H. Thomas, D. D., Grand Chaplain. 
Frank P. Wilcox, Grand Captain of Guard. 
George C. Monroe, Grand Conductor of Council. 
John H. McCallum, Grand Steward. 
James F. McGregor, Grand Sentinel. 



Companion John T. Mathews presented the following amend- 
ment to the constitution: That the words and figures '*twenty- 
five (25)" in line eight of Sec. 19, Article 8, of the constitution 
be stricken out and in their place the words and figures "Thirty- 
five (35)" inserted. 

The amendment related to the per capita dues to Grand 
Council and after much discussion the amendment was laid 
on the table. 



Vitpart nf Snttspmhtntt fflummtttpr. 

Companion Horace S. Maynard, Chairman of the Juris- 
prudence Committee presented the following report of that 
Committee which was adopted: 

To the Most Illustrious Grand Master, OMcers and Members of 
the Grand Council of R. and S. M.: 

Your committee to which was submitted that portion of the 
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very able address of the Most Illustrious Grand Master relative 
to Special Dispensations and Decisions, begs leave to report that 
it has had the same under careful consideration and finds that the 
dispensations were within the discretion of the Grand Master and 
that he exercised wise judgment in granting the same. 

Your committee further reports that the decisions of the Grand 
Master were all in strict accordance with the laws and landmarks 
of Cryptic Masonry and ought to be confirmed by this Grand 
Council, and your committee therefore recommends that this por- 
tion of the address be in all things confirmed and adopted. 

Your committee also commends the Most Illustrious Grand 
Master for his wise and judicial administration of the affairs of this 
Grand Council and for the splendid helpful address he has given us 
at the close of his term of office. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lou B. WiNSOR, 

Charles Cottrell, 
Horace S. Maynard, 

Committee. 



Qlnunril SmbUmattr Pitta. 

On motion of Companion Edward J. Wright the Grand 
Recorder v^as authorized to supply the demands for a 
medium priced Council Pin, provided there seemed to be 
sufficient demand to justify. 



9ttataUati0tt nf (Srattd (6tBitttB. 

The Grand Master invited Past M. I. Grand Master 
Dallas D. Alton to the chair for the purpose of installing 
the newly' elected Grand Officers into their respective 
stations, and Companion Frank O. Gilbert, Past M. I. Grand 
Master, was appointed as Grand Marshal. The Grand Offi- 
cers were duly installed and the Grand Marshal so pro- 
claimed. 



Companion Horace S. Maynard of the Jurisprudence 
Committee moved that recommendation No. 5 of the M. I. 
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Grand Master, relating to the destruction of charters by 
fire or otherwise be adopted as an edict of the Grand Coun- 
cil and the same was carried. 



M. I. Grand Master Emory Townsend then addressed 
the Grand Council expressing his gratitude for the dis- 
tinguished honors shown him. He emphasized the point that 
one officer could do nothing alone, but by co-operation great 
good could be accomplished and he promised his best en- 
deavors to make the coming year a grand success for the 
Cryptic Rite. 



Companion John H. Kingsley, P. G. M., in a short and 
witty speech presented to Companion Charles H. Patterson 
a Past M. I. Grand Master's Jewel. Companion Patterson 
feelingly responded to the sentiments expressed. 



On motion of Companion Edward J. Wright a vote of 
thanks was extended to the Companions of Bay City for the 
hospitable manner in which the members of Grand Council 
had been received and the many courtesies extended during 
the sessions. 



The Grand Master then appointed the following Stand- 
ing Committees for the ensuing year: 

Finance — 

Companions Emi:rson M. Nkwell, 
Horace; E. Hatch, 
James P. Walsh. 
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Jurisprudence — 

Companions Lou B. Winsor, 
Dallas D. Alton, 
Frank N. Clark. 

Obituaries — 

Companions Edward J. Wright, 
Frank Scadden. 
John Parkinson. 

Correspondence — 

Companion Charles A. Conover. 
Masonic Home Board — 

Companion John H. Kingsley. 

The business of the session being completed the Grand 
Master closed the Grand Council in AMPLE FORM with 
prayer by the Grand Chaplain. 



EMORY TOWNSEND, 

M. I. Grand Master. 



Attest: 




GRAND RECORDER. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 

CHARLES H. PATTERSON 

Grand Master 1908 

(For Portrait, lee Frontisi»ece.) 

Charles H. Patterson, our retiring Grand Master, is a 
native of this state and was born in the city of St. Johns 
on December 28, 1873, and lived there until he was 20 years 
of age. After receiving a high school education he entered 
the drug store of Travis & Baker in his home town. He 
passed the State Board of Pharmacy examination as a 
registered pharmacist in 1896. The following year he re- 
moved to Jackson where he launched into the drug business 
for himself and has succeeded by honesty, industry and skill 
in building up a large and profitable retail business. He is 
a member of the National Association of Retail Druggists 
and Michigan State Pharmaceutical Association and for 
several years has been treasurer of the Jackson County 
Retail Druggists Association. 

On February 2, 1898 he made another very important 
venture and took to himself a helpmate in the person of 
Miss Bertha Lyon of his old home, St. Johns, and pros- 
perity has turned her sweetest smiles in their direction ever 
since. Companion Patterson is a Republican in politics, 
but never sought political preferment. He is a member 
of the Presbyterian Church. 

In Masonry he has risen rapidly and has filled its most 
important offices locally. He was initiated an Entered Ap- 
prentice in Jackson Lodge, No. 17, June 24, 1897, passed 
July 22, and raised to the degree of Master Mason August 
12, 1897. I^ 19^1 ^^ w^s elected Worshipful Master, 
serving one year. He was the first Master in that city to 
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confer one hundred degrees in one year. He was exalted a 
Royal Arch Mason in Jackson Chapter, No. 3, September 15, 
1898. In 1904 he was elected High Priest and served one 
year. He was greeted a Royal and Select Master in Jackson 
Council, No. 32 on March 4, 1899. In 1902 he was elected 
Thrice Illustrious Master, serving one year and is now 
Treasurer of the Council. In 1904 he started in the Grand 
Council R. & S. M. of Michigan as Grand Conductor and 
has steadily advanced until in 1908 when he was elected to 
fill the chair as Most Illustrious Grand Master, and the work 
of the year has received his best attention. Companion 
Patterson was ICnighted in Jackson Commandery, No. 9 
November 2y, 1901. He was elected Eminent Commander in 
1908 and just closed the most successful year in the history 
of his Commandery, while serving as Grand Master. 

He was made a Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret, 
32d degree, in Michigan Sovereign Consistory of Detroit, 
March 29, 1906. He joined Moslem Temple A. A. O.- N. 
M. S. October 30, 1908. He was made member of Fern 
Leaf Chapter, No. 66, O. E. S. in 1906. 

This Companion is the first and only Mason in Jackson 
who has been presiding officer in all the bodies of York Rite 
Masonry. 

He leaves the chair as Grand Master of the Royal and 
Select craft of Michigan with the honor and love of the 
entire body. 
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MASTERS AND RECORDERS. 



1 


Name and Location 
of Council 


Thrice Illustrious 
Masters 


Recorders 


1 


Monroe, Detroit 


Harry J. Walker, 540 Forest A . . . 

John Parkinson 

John D. Pherdun 


Elmer H.Knapp; 380 Fourth A. 
Clark B. Turner 


3 


Pontlac, Pontlac 


4 


River Raisin, Dundee 

Jonesville. Jonesville 

Mt. Moriah, Coid water 

Mt. Clemens. Mt. Clemens. . . 

Zabud. Battle Creek 

Tyre. Grand Rapids 


Herbert G. Drew 


5 


Dorr Darling 


Chas. A. Cronk 


6 


Wm. H. Simons 


Chas. L. Keep 
John J. Whitnev 


g 


Alvin P. Grimm 


9 

10 


J.H. Jenney, 148 Battle Creek A. 
Geo. W. Peacock, 56 Dunham S. 
William Webb 


E. MacNeal, 87 N.Mech A. 
Wm. L. Freeman, S04 Clark Bid. 


11 


Union, Ypsilanti 


P W. Carpenter 


1? 


Ionia, Ionia 


Emory W. More 

M. E. Aulsbrook 


Wm. F. Soule 


f? 


Stur^, Sturgis 


Wm. P. Townsend 


1*) 


Mt. Ararat. Hillsdale 


Wm. P. Perry 


Spencer D. Blshopp 
Hamilton W. Grenell 


1A 


Putnam, Hudson 


John R Dodge 


18 


^drian. Adrian 


S.F. Finch '.'. 


StiUman W. Bennett 


10 


Niles, Nlles 


Wm. T. Dougan 


Chas. M. Montague 


?0 


Saginaw, Saginaw 


James P.Walsh, 1110 Genesee S. 

Edgar L. Valentine 

Joseph Morse 


O. J. Hetherington, 984 Owen S. 


91 


St. Johns, St. Johns 


Wm. Cochrane 


T\ 


Portland. Portland 


Chas. A. Selleck 


?4 


Adoniram, Manchester 

King Solomon, Big Rapids. .. 
Clinton, Clinton 


Mat. D. Blosser 


Clarence W. Case 


?!S 


Frank E. Hardy 


Geo. W. Milner 


?« 


Chas. Starrett 


Wm. H. Dorr 


rr 


Oceana, Pentwater 


Arthur B. Flagg 

H.B. Lazell 


G. F. Cady 


99 




John H. Chase 


»9 


Jackson, Jackson 


Leroy Northrup, 801 Bush S 

John T. Mathews 


L. J. Brooks 742 W. Washington 


S'? 


Ithaca, Ithaca 


Roland A. Barber 


H4 


Union City, Union City 

Charlotte, Charlotte 


Joseph H. Smiih 


Alfred James 


85 


Charles Lowell 


Harry W. Rowe 


?f\ 


W. G. Wisner 


John C. Nichols 


37 


Nebrzaradan. Three Rivers. 
Corunna, Corunna 


Clarence A. Howard 


Daniel G. Snyder 


118 


Howard E. Slooum 

Wm. J. Wolfe 


Frank L. Johnson 


H9 


Holly. Hol'y 


James B. Starker 


4? 


Lapeer, Lapeer 


James Wler Sr 


Arthur C. Holland 


43 


Lawrence, Lawrence 

St. Joseph, St. Joseph 

South Haven, South Haven. 
Manistee, M anistee 


Har" y A. Martin 


WoL H. Butcher 


44 


Fred A. Woodruff 


Leonard E. Merchant 


4!S 


Geo. C. Monroe 


Richard J. Madill 


4A 


C. B. Jentof t 


Albert R. Swartz 


48 


Ludington, Ludington 

Giblum, Hastings 


George Abair 


Frank P. Dunwell 


49 


Daniel E. Fuller 

W. H. Johnston 


David K. Titman 


RO 


Leslie. Leslie 


Samuel J. Helme 


51 


Grand Haven, Grand Haven. 

Petoskey, Petoskey 

Bay City, Bay City 


Len. R. Patterson, Spring Lake. 
H. Burr Lee 


Fred Pf aff 
Frank L. Cornell 


53 


Charles B. Layer 


ESdgarM. Sharp 


54 


Muskegon, Muskegon 

Reed City, Reed City 

Plint,Plint 

Albion, Albion 


Elbert J. Geddes 


Peter O. Holthe 


55 

56 


Wm.H. Hawkins 

F. D. Clarke 


Ira J. Gilbert 
Chas. S. H. Chase 


57 


Edwin R. Loud 


Frank Laberteaux 


58 


Marine City. Marine City .... 

Inverness, Cheboygan 

Traverse City, Traverse City 
Grand Ledge, Grand Ledge. . 

Williamston. Willlamston. . . . 

Hiawatha, Manlstique 

King Cyrus, Crystal FaUs. . . . 
St. Louis. St. Louis 


W. H. Bulkley 


Howard C. Bulkley 


59 


Robert R. Holland 


Hiram Calkins 


no 


W.F. Reed 


Geo. P. Humphrey 


61 


Wm. Mothersill 


Fred G. Heumann 


m 


Winslow R Johnson 


Geo. W. Hilliker 


63 


Ernestus P. Sumption 


Glenn J. Pratt 


64 


A. J. Edwards 


Chas. E. Morrison 


65 


John H. McCallum ....... r-rr ---r 


Alex. Davidson 


67 


Frank Scadden 


Clayton W. DeLong 


68 


Aaron R. Wheeler 

Mark Shenlev 


Bayard A. Church 


60 


Sault Ste.Marie. S.Ste Marie 

Cadillac, CadiUac . 

David S. Kendall, Houghton. 

Marquette, Marquette 

Llvinfrston. Howell .... 


James H. McDonald 


70 


Edwin J. Meek 


James M. BothweU 


71 


Arthur E Seaman 


Edward W. Presho 


78 

73 


Chas. L. Brainerd 

Wm E. Beach 


Wm. H. Vanlderstlne 
Eugene A. Stowe 


74 


Fred L. Wells, Port Huron . . 
Darius, Iron Mountain 


Robt. P. Anderson 


James R. Randall 


75 


Enwln F. Brown 


Rudolph T. MlUer 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS; 

ABSTRACT OF RETURNS. 



Name and Location of 
Council 



II 



Monroe, Detroit 

Pontiac, Pontiac 

River Raisin, Dundee 

Jones ville, Jonesvllle 

Mt Moriah, Coldwater 

Mt. Clemens, Mt. Clemens 

Zabud, Battle Creek 

Tyre, Grand Rapids 

Union, Ypsilanti 

Ionia, Ionia 

Sturgis, Sturgis 

Mt. Ararat, Hillsdale 

Putnam, Hudson 

Adrian, Adrian 

Niles, NUes 

Saginaw, Saginaw 

St Johns, St. Johns 

Portland, Portland 

Adoniram, Manchester. . . . 
King Solomon, Big Rapids 

Clinton, Clinton 

Oceana, Pent water 

Lansing, Lansing 

Jackson, Jackson 

Ithaca, Ithaca 

Blanchard, Tecumseh 

Union City, Union Cliy. .. 

Charlotte. Charlotte 

Nebuzaradan,Three Ri'ers 

Corunna, Corunna 

Holly, Holly 

Lapeer, Lapeer 

Lawrence, Lawrence 

St Josepb, St. Joseph 

South Haven. So. Haven 

Manistee, Manistee 

Ludington, Ludington 

Giblum, Hastings 

Leslie, Leslie 

Grand Haven. G'd Haven. 

Petoskey, Petoskey 

Bay City. Bay City 

Muskegon, Muskegon 

Reed City, Reed City 

Flint, Flint 

A Ibion. Albion 

Sahgonahkato, Alpena 

Marine City, Marine City. . 

Inverness, Cheboygan 

Traverse City, Trv'se City 
Grand Ledge, G'd Ledge. . 
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo. . . 
Williamston, Wiliiamston. 
Hiawatha, Manlstique . . . . 
King Cyrus. Crystal Falls. 

St Louis, St. Louis 

Sault Ste.Marie,S. S.Marie 

Cadillac. Cadillac 

David S.Kendall.Houghton 
Marquette, Marquette.... 

Livingston, Howell 

Fred L. Wells, Port Huron 
Darius, Iron Mountain 



41 
lOh 
183 
13d 

70 
112 
15^ 

78 

59 

50 
lift 

43 
129 

40 

90 

45 

70 

68 

5» 
120 

43|i: 

21) 

50 ' 

13|l! 



2i 



e 








1? 


X 


(ux: 




2 


^ 


1011 


16 


125 


12 


75 


2 


48 


4 


134 


6 


108 


4 


107 


8 


332 


39 


224 


9 


162 


3 


45 


1 


135 


6 


55 


4 


91 


9 


80 


4 


205 


11 


148 


11 


31 


4 


103 


6 


43 




49 


8 


42 


4 


173 


7 


247 


5 


56 


5 


97 


3 


80 


4 


121 


4 


48 


7 


58 




52 


1 


90 


12 


165 


5 


99 


3 


97 


7 


61 


1 


69 


5 


40 


4 


61 


3 


43 


1 


102 


5 


184 


5 


145 


6 


71 


3 


136 




160 5 


83 1 


57 3 


54 6 


118 1 


43 4 


132 1 


40 .. 


102 1 


46 . 


81. 1 


73 1 


53 .. 


147 .. 


55 .. 


22 1 


f>4 .. 


24 


•1 






$277 75 
31 75 
19 50 
10 75 
37 75 
28 75 
27 60 
83 50 
56 50 
42 50 

10 75 

35 75 
26 75 

22 50 
19 50 
59 50 
34 00 

6 50 

26 25 

11 50 

12 25 

11 50 
45 75 
71 50 

12 50 
30 00 

18 7.T 
30 50 
15 OOl 
15 00 
12 50 

19 25 
45 75 

23 75 

27 50 

14 75 

15 7h 

11 75 
14 2.5 

12 50 

24 7.5 
44 25 
42 00 
19 00 
53 25 
42 25 
24 25 

13 25 
17 75 

33 75 
10 50 

36 25 
10 50 

34 00 

16 75 

28 75 
21 50 

14 50 
58 25 
23 25 

5 75 
16 25 
14 00 



Regular Assembly 



Second Monday 

Monday on or before © . . . . 
Wednesday on or bef . ©. . 
Second Tnursday after ©■ 

Third Monday 

Second Thursday 

First Wednesday 

Second Thursday 

Third Wednesday 

Third Thursday 

Tuesday after © 

Second Monday 

Friday after cv; 

Thursday after (v) 

Thursday after © 

First Monday 

Wednesday before B. L. . . 
Wednesday on or bef. ©.. 

Tuesday after© 

First Tuesday 

Thursday on or before ©.. 

Second Monday 

First Thursday 

Second Friday 

Tuesday after © 

Tuesday on or before ©. . . 
Wednesday on or bef. ©. . 

First Thursday 

Thursday, 'on or before © . . 

Second Wednesday 

First Wednesday 

First Friday 

Thursday after© 

Thursday after © 

Friday on or before © 

Third Friday 

Second Monday 

First Monday 

Second Thursday 

First Friday 

First Monday 

Second Monday 

Second Friday 

Third Friday 

Mrst Monday 

Fourth Friday 

First Thursday 

First Wednesday 

Wednesday after © 

First Friday 



Thursday after© 

First Monday 

Third Friday 

First Tuesday 

Fourth Wednesday 

Second Friday 

Third Tuesday 

Third Thursday 

Third Wednesday 

Tuesday on or before ©. . . 

First Monday 

Second Thursday 
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RECAPITULATION 

Number of Councils 63 

Number making returns 63 

Total membership 1907 with corrections 6783 

Passed the Circle in the year 366 

Affiliated 13 

Restored 9 

Total membership and gains 7171 

Died 100 

Dimitted 42 

Suspended yi 

Total losses 179 

Total membership of Councils Dec. 27, 1908 6992 

Net gain for the year 209 

Number Emeritus members 292 

Total receipts to May 10, 1909 $1,979.60 

Numbers of defunct Councils: 2, 7, 14, 17, 22, 28, 30, 31, 40, 
41, 47, 66. 

Councils passing the circle on 10 or more are: Monroe No. i, 
39; Kendall No. 71, 29; Flint No. 56, 26; Putman No. 16, 19; 
Saginaw No. 20, 15; Jackson No. Z'^, 15; Tyre No. 10, 14; Mar- 
quette No. 72, 13; Hiawatha No. 65, 12; St. Louis No. 68, 12; 
Darius No. 75, 11; Muskegon No. 54, 10. 



Digitized by 



GooQle 



62 



HISTORICAI, REGISTER OF COUNCILS. 

HISTORICAL REGISTER OF COUNCILS. 



No. 



17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
. 25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 

38 

39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
4w 
60 
51 
52 
53 
54 
UD 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 



Council 



Monroe 

St Clair 

Pontiac 

River Raisin . 

Jonesville 

Mt. Moriah. . . 
Three Rivers. 
Mt. Clemens. 

Zabud 

Tyre 

Union 

Ionia 

Sturgis 

Hiram 

Mt. Ararat . . . 
Putnam 

Genesee 

Adrian 

Niles 

Saginaw 

St. JohDS 

Mosiac 

Portland 

Adoniram. . 
King Solomon 

Clinton 

Oceana 

Dowagiac 

Lansing 

Northville .... 

Reading 

Jackson 

Ithaca 

Blanchard 

Union City.... 

Charlotte 

Nebuzaradan . 

Corunna 

Holly 

Bronson 

Centreville . . . 

Lapeer 

Lawrence 

St. Josenh.... 
South Haven. 

Manistee 

Newaygo 

Ludington .... 

Giblum 

Leslie 

Grand Haven. 

Petoskey 

Bay City 

Muskegon 

Bdmore 

Reed City 

Flint 

Albion 

Sagonahkaio . 
Marine City... 

Inverness 

Traverse City. 
Grand Ledge. 
Kalamazou . . . 
Williamston .. 

Hiawatha 

Marquette .... 
King Cyrus . . . 

St. Louis 

Sit. Ste. Marie 

Grayling 

Cadillac . 

D. S. Kendall. 

Marquette 

Livingston — 
Fred L. WeUs 
Darius 



Location 



Detroit 

St. Clair 

Pontiac 

Dundee 

Jonesville 

Cold water.... 
Three Rivers.. 
Mt. Clemens.. 
Battle Creek . 
Grand Rapids. 

Ypsilanti 

lonta 

Sturgis 

Marshall 

Hillsdale 

Hudson 

Fentonville . . . 

Adrian 

Niles 

Satiinaw 

St. Johns 

Petersburg . . . 

Portland 

Manchester. . . 
Big Rapids.... 

Clinton 

Pentwater.... 

Dowagiac 

Lansing 

Northville .... 

Reading 

Jackson 

Ithaca 

Tecumseh — 
Union City .... 

Charlotte 

Three Rivers . 

Corunna 

Holly 

Bronson 

Centreville . . . 

Lapeer 

Lawrence .... 
St. Joseph.... 
South Haven. 

Manistee 

Newaygo 

Ludington .... 

Hastings 

Leslie 

Grand riaven. 

Petoskey 

Bay City 

Muskegon 

Edmore 

Reed City 

Flint 

Albion 

Alpena 

Marine City... 
Cheboygan . . . 
Traverse City 
Grand Ledge . 
Kalamazoo . . . 
Williamston . . 
Manisiique.... 
Marquette — 
Crystal Falls. . 

St. Louis 

Sit. Ste. Marie 

Grayling 

Cadillac 

Houghton 

Marquette — 

HoweU 

Port Huron . . . 
Iron Mountain 



1855, Conn 

1856, Conn. 
1856, Conn 

1859. 

1859. 

1859. 
None 

1860. 

1860. 

1860. 

1861. 

1861. 

1861. 

1862. 
Oct. 6, 1864. 
Jan. 7, )865. 



Date of 
Dispensation 



Jan. 28, 1865. 
Aug. 15, 1865. 
Jan. 10, 1866. 
None 

1867. 
July, 1867. 

1867. 
March, 1868. 
June, 1868. 
July 14, 1868 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Sept. 23, 1870 
Oct. 8, 1870. 

None 

None 

Mar. 19, 1872 
May 14,1872. 

Feb. 18, 1874. 

None 

Mar. 2, 1875. 
May 1,1875. 
Oct. 1, 1875. 
Oct. 9, 1875. 
Nov. 28, 1875. 
Dec. 4,1875. 

None 

Aug. 4. 1875. 
May 23, 1876. 
Aug. 17, 1876. 
May 12, 1877. 
Mar. 18, 1881. 
Sept 13. 1881. 
Nov.l?, 1883. 
Dec. 25, 1884. 
Feb. 6,1888. 
Mar. 9, 1889. 

None 

Nov. 18, 1890. 

None 

Mar. 16, 1892. 
Sept. 2, 1892. 
Oct. 11, 1895. 
Nov. 19, 1895. 
Nov. 29, 1895. 
Dec. 13. 1895. 
Mar. 10, 1896. 
May 4, 1896. 
Oct. 22, 1896. 
June 24, 1§97. 

None 

None 

Sept 12, 1899. 
Feb. 24, 1906. 
Feb. 27, 1906. 
Apr. 12, 1906. 
Feb. 2^ 19 7. 
July 22, 1907. 



Date of 
Charter 



May 12, 1857 
May 12, 1857 
May 12, 18i7 
Jan. 10, 1860 
Jan. 10, 18'VO, 
Jan. 10. 1860. 
Jan. 10, 1860. 
Jan. 8,1861, 
Jan. 8, 1861 . 
Jan. 8,1861. 
June 5, 1861. 
June 5, 1861. 
June 5, 1861. 
June 3, 1863 
June 7, 1865. 
June 7, 1865. 



June 7, 1865 
June 6, 1866. 
June 6, 1866 
June 6, 1866 
June 5, 1867. 
Jan. 8, 1868 
Jan. 8, 1868 
Jan. 13, 1869. 
Jan. 13, 1869. 
Jan. 13, 1869. 
Jan. 13, 1869 
Jan. 10, 1870. 
Jan. 10, 1870. 
Jan. 10, 1870. 
Jan. 10, 1870 
Jan. 11, 1871. 
Jan. 11, 1871 , 
Jan. 11, 1871. 
Jan. 11. 1871 , 
Jan. 1, 1873, 
Jan. 1, 1873. 



Jan. 18, 1875. 
Jan. 18, 1875. 
Jan. 18. 1876. 
Jan. 18. 1876. 
Jan. 18, 1876. 
Jan. 18, 1876. 
Jan. 18, 1876. 
Jan. 18, 1876. 
Jan. 18, 1876 
Jan. 18, 1877. 
Jan. 18, 1877. 
Jan. 18, 1877. 
Jan. 15,1878. 
Jan. 17, 1882. 
Jan. 17, 1882. 
Jan. 15, 1884. 
Jan. 20, 1886. 

None 

Jan. 21, 1890. 
Jan. 21, 1890. 
Jan. 20,1891. 
Jan. 19, 1892. 
Jan. 17, 1893. 
Jan. 17, 1893. 
Jan. 21, 1896. 
Jan. 21, 1896. 
Jan. ?1, 1896. 
Jan. 21, 1896 
Jan. 19, 1897. 
Jan. 19, 1897. 
Jan. 19, 1897. 
Jan. 18, 1898. 
Jan. 18, 1898. 
Jan. 17. 1899. 
Jan. 16, 1900. 
May 15, 1906. 
May 15, 1906. 
May 1^ 1906 
May 21, 19u7. 
May 19, 1908. 



Revoked or 
Surrendered 



Rev. 1878. 



Arr. Dec. 15, 



Rev. Dec. 15, 1882 



Sur. Oct. 23, 1877 
Arr, Jan. 7, 1889 



Rev. Dec. 28, 1877 



Arr. Dec. 15, 1882 



Rev. Feb. 17, 1901 
Arr. Dec. 15, 1882 



Surrend'1877.... 



Rev. Feb. 19. 1900 
Arr. Dec. 15, 1882 



Arr. Jan. 12, 1884 



Disp. revoked. . 



Rev. Jan. 16, 1900 



Remarks 



Rechartered by G. C 
Records not returned 
Rechart. by G. C. 1858 
Rem. fm. Monroe 1892 
Ch. burned Deo. 1864 



Rem'ved from Romeo 



Charter burned 1868 



Restored 1891. 
Changed name from 
Hudson 1896. 



Records not returnee* 
Ch. burned Mar. 1885 



Records not returned 



Restored Jan. 20, 1893 



Removed from Con- 

stantine 1889 
Ch. b'nd. Dec. 24, 1902 



Records not returned 



Records not returned. 



Records not returned 
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3ln ill^miirtmtt 



HUCH M^CURDY, 

M. I. GRAND MASTER 1879 

Born December 22, t829 Died July 16, 1908 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3ln Mtmmutn 



JAMES H. CUMMINS, 

M. I. GRAND MASTER 1884. 
Born May 22, 1837 Died Oct. 29, I908 

Digitized by V^OOQlt 
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3ln Mtvmrmm 



GILBERT WORDSWORTH BARNARD, 

Past Grand Master and Grand Recorder of Illinois, 
Died at Chicago, June 19, 1908. 



MARTIN H. RICE, 

Past Grand Master and Grand Treasurer of Indiana, 
Died near Tipton, August 3, 1908. 



SIMEON STEVENS JOHNSON, 

Past Grand Master of Indiana, 
Died January 19, 1909. 
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HERBERT CHURCH SHADBOLT, 

Past Grand Master of Iowa, 
Died at Emmetsburg, December 9, 1908. 



CHARLES Mcdonald, jr., 

Grand Principal Conductor of Work of Maryland, 
Died at Baltimore, September 11, 1908. 



MARTIN COLLINS, 

Past Grand Master of Missouri, 

Died May 25, 1908. 



PEMBROOK R. FLITCRAFT, 

Past Grand Master of Missouri, 
Died June 17, 1908. 



HENRY A. TURTON, 

Past Grand Master of Nebraska, 
Died at Morristown, December 10, 1908. 
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EDWIN MORRELL, 

Past Grand Master of Ohio, 
Died at Columbus, January i8, 1909. 



JOHN H. IRVINE, 

Past Grand Master of Oregon, 
Died at Tallman, September 22, 1908. 



JAMES SMALLCROSS BARBER, 

Past Grand Master of Pennsylvania, 
Died at Philadelphia, April i, 1908. 



CARMI DIBBLE, 

Past Grand Master of Washington, 

Died at Seattle, January 28, 1908. 



WILLIAM M. ROSS, 

Deputy Grand Master of Washington, 
Died at Everett, April 16, 1908. 
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Deaths Reported to the Grand Council for the Year 1908. 



Council. 
Monroe 



Pontiac 


No. 


3 


River Raisin 


No. 


4 


Mt. Moriah 


No. 


6 


Mount Clemens 


No. 


8 


Zabud 


No. 


9 



Tyre 



Union 



Ionia 



Name. Date. 

No. I . . .Ferdinand F. Parker Jan. 14 

.J. Henry Cleveland Jan. 19 

.William A. Potter Feb. 3 

. Samuel F. Angus Feb. 6 

. David D. Thompson Mar. 14 

.Jesse E. Saxton Apr. 21 

.Thomas B. Rayle Apr. 25 

. Frank B. Vaughn May 4 

.William H. Sexton May 18 

.John McLean May 24 

. Marvin M. Stanton June 6 

.Alexander M. Patterson. .Dec. 31 

.Thomas J. Jones July 30 

. George G. Covell , . . . 

.Frank J. Dart July 31 

.James Peterson Jan. 24 

. Frederick C. Lonsby Nov. 22 

. Robert J. Kelley Mar. 7 

" "... Samuel C. Wells Mar. 31 

No. 10. . .Joseph Fox July 14 

" " ...Jno. H. Haven Mar. 10 

" " . . .Jno. B. Tanner Mar. 28 

No. II . . . Walter L. Park Mar. 20 

" "...Chester L. Yost Sept. 12 

" "... Peter Cook June 17 

" " . . .Arthur M. Smith July 25 

" . . .Dewitt Fall Aug. 8 

" "...Leonard Bassett May 12 

No. 12... S. V. Casterlin Mar. 6 
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Name. 


Date. 


Ionia 


No 


12. 


. . Peter Hansen 




« 






. . Hemen Lowe ; . 




it 


a 


it 


. .C. G. Stone 




Mt. Ararat 


No. 


15. 


. .George W. Mosher 


...Apr. 2 


Putnam 


No. 


16. 


..Benjamin F. Horton... 


...Apr. 28 


Adrian 


No. 


18. 


. .Oscar L. Teachout 


. . . Apr. 6 


Niles 


No. 


19. 


. .W. Irving Babcock 


. . . Mar. 30 


Saginaw 


No. 


20. 


. .J. Peari, Derby 


...Oct. 18 


« 


a 


ti 


. . Samuel Kitchen 


. . .June 6 


u 


(( 


it 


. .Chas. Straw 


...Feb. 19 


St. Johns 


No. 


21. 


. . GlI^BERT E. CORBIN 


..Aug. 6 


« 


<( 


a 


. . Samuel E. Gillam 


. . .Aug. 12 


Portland 


No. 


23- 


. Monroe B. Divine 


. . . Mar. 23 


(t 


" 


" , 


. . Freeman F. Perce 


...Dec. 2 


Adoniram 


No. 


24. 


. Peter F. Blosser 


...May 15 


tt 


a 


.« 


..Edward S. Hagaman... 


...May 5 


u 


" 


" . 


. . Fred Kune 


...Oct. 3 


it 


it 


it 


.John A. Palmer 


...Jan. 22 


Oceana 


No. 


27. 


.A. R. McKiNNON 


. . . Mar. 3 


Lansing 


No. 


29. 


.Benjamin B; Baker 


....Nov. 28 


It 
it 


: 


it 


..Daniel W. Buck 

.Myron B. Carpenter... 
.Lincoln B. March 


. . . Mar. 30 
...Jan. 31 
...Sept. 13 


Jackson 


No. 


32.. 


.H. M. Hastings 


....Dec. 7 


" 


" 


" . 


. Edward Gulster 


...Feb. 10 


Blanchard 


No. 


34. 


.B. J. Garlinghguse 


. . . May 24 


Union City 


No. 


35-. 


.Cornelious D. Leach... 


. . . Mar. 9 


Nebuzaradan 


No. 


37 '• 


. Sylvester Troy 


...Apr. 21 


(t 


(( 


(I 


.Wesley W. VanHorn... 


...Oct. 31 


Corunna 


No. 


38.. 


.WiLLARD M. CaRLETON... 


. . .June 24 


(t 
it 

it 


« 




.William D. Garrison... 

. Norman P. Leland 

..Hugh McCurdy 

.Spencer H. McCurdy... 


...Aug. 28 
...Oct. 19 
...July 16 
.. .Aug. 10 


it 


<( 




. Charles L Newell 


...Mar. 18 


Holly 


No. 


39. 


.James H. Cummins 


...Oct. 29 
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Council. 
Holly No. 39. 

Lapeer • No. 42. 



Lawrence 



Bay City 
Muskegon 



Flint 
Albion 



Marine City 
Tnnes 



King Cyrus 
Cadillac 



No. 43. 



St. Joseph No. 44. 

South Haven No. 45. 
(( {{ {( 

Ludington No. 48. 

a ti tt 

Leslie ' No. 50. 

Grand Haven No. 51. 

Petoskey No. 52. 



No. 53. 

No. 54. 

(( a 

(t tt 

No. 56. 

No. 57. 

tt ft 



No. 59. 

No. 60. 
tt tt 



Kalamazoo No. 63. 



No. 67. 
No. 70, 



David S. Kendall No. 71. 



Marquette 
Livingston 



No. 72. 
No. 73. 



Name. Date. 

. . James McGonegel Jan. 23 

..John S. Baker Jan. 15 

. .Alexander McLennan Sept. 8 

. .George W. Dopp Dec. 29, 1907 

. .Amos Dopp Feb. 14 

. . Albert C. Martin Nov. 15 

. . Chas. W. Peters Mar. 16 

..George H. Remington Nov. 19 

. .Christopher S. Boyle June 19 

. .Henry E. Dewey Feb. 27 

. . Samuel W. Kendall Aug. 16 

. . Marcena a. Carroll Mar. 31 

. . Peleg Ewing Sept. 8 

. .Aaron Jones June 12 

. .William G. Wolf Nov. 2 

. .William S. Spencer Dec. 15 

..A. A. Lanning July, 1907 

..Henry Bennett Jan. 7 

. . LoREN O. Beerm an Sept. 30 

. .JosiAH C. Hazeltine Nov. 15 

. . Samuel Rosen June 22 

. .John McKercher Dec. 6 

..Lyman P. Carter 

. . Claude R. Dickey Oct. 17 

. .Otis F. Burgess Jan. 16 

, .Richard B. Bloodgood .Dec. 7 

..John E. Clark Sept. 4 

. .Jonathan G. Spiller Sept. 13 

. .Frederick Hotop Jan. 28 

. . A. C. Faling Feb. 3 

. . Richard Wehse Oct. 13 

. Andrew Bosse Dec. 2 

.William VanOrden Oct. 31 

..Andrew M. York Dec. 16 

. Peter White June 6 

.Wesley W. Wilkinson May 17 
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LOCATION OF COUNCILS 



Alphabetically Ananged 



Location County Name and Number 

Adrian Lenawee Adrian, 19 

Albion Calhoun Albion, 57 

Alpena Alpena Sah-gon-ah-ka-to, 58 

Battle Creek Calhoun Zabud, 9 

Bay City Bay Bay City, 53 

Big Rapids Mecosta King Solomon, 25 

Cadillac Wexford Cadillac, 70 

Charlotte Eaton Charlotte, 36 

Cheboygan Cheboygan Inverness, 60 

Clinton Lenawee Clinton, 26 

Coldwater Branch Mt. Moriah, 6 

Corunna Shiawassee Corunna, 38 

Crystal Falls Iron King Cyrus, 67 

Detroit Wayne Monroe, i 

Dundee Monroe River Raisin, 4 

Flint Genesee Flint, 56 

Grand Haven Ottawa Grand Haven, 51 

Grand Ledge Eaton Grand Ledge, 62 

Grand Rapids Kent Tyre, 10 

Hastings Barry Giblum, 49 

Hillsdale ...*.. Hillsdale Mt. Ararat, 15 

Houghton Houghton David S. Kendall, 72 

Holly Oakland Holly, 39 

Howell Livingston Livingston, 73 

Hudson Lenawee Putnam, 16 

Ionia Ionia Ionia, 12 

Iron Mountain Dickinson Darius, 75 

Ithaca Gratiot Ithaca, 33 

Jackson Jackson Jackson, 32 

Jonesville Hillsdale Jonesville, 5 

Kalamazoo Kalamazoo Kalamazoo, 63 

Lansing Ingham Lansing, 29 . 
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Location County Name and Number 

Lapeer Lapeer Lapeer, 42 

Lawrence Van Buren Lawrence, 43 

Leslie Ingham Leslie, 50 

Ludington Mason Ludington, 48 

Manchester Washtenaw Adoniram, 24 

Manistee Manistee Manistee, 46 

Manistique Schoolcraft Hiawatha, 65 

Marine City St. Clair Marine City, 59 

Marquette Marquette Marquette, 71 

Mt. Clemens Macomb Mt. Clemens, 8 

Muskegon Muskegon Muskegon, 54 

Niks Berrien Niles, 19 

Pentwater Oceana Oceana, 27 

Petoskey Emmet Petoskey, 52 

Pontiac Oakland Pontiac, 3 

Portland Ionia Portland, 23 

Port Huron St. Clair Fred L. Wells, 74 

Reed City Osceola Reed City, 55 

Saginaw Saginaw Saginaw, 20 

St. Johns Clinton St. Johns, 21 

St. Joseph Berrien St. Joseph, 44 

St. Louis Gratiot St. Louis, 68 

Sault Ste. Marie Chippewa Sault Ste. Marie, 69 

South Haven Van Buren South Haven, 45 

Sturgis St. Joseph Sturgis, 13 

Tecumseh Lenawee Blanchard, 34 

Three Rivers St. Joseph Nebuzaradan, 37 

Traverse City Grand Traverse Traverse City, 61 

Union City Branch Union City, 35 

Williamston Ingham Williamston, 64 

Ypsilanti Washtenaw Union, 11 



Digitized by 



Google 



COUNCILS BY COUNTIES 



No Name Location 

ALPBNA. 

58 — Sa-gon-ah-ka-to Alpena 

BAKRY. 

49— Giblum Hastings 

BAY. 

53— Bay City Bay City 

BERRIEN. 

19 — Niles Niles 

44 — St. Joseph St. Joseph 

BRANCH. 

6 — Mt. Moriah Coldwater 

35 — Union City Union City 

CAI.HOUN. 

9— Zabud Battle Creek 

57 — Albion Albion 

CHEBOYGAN. 

60 — Inverness Cheboygan 

CHIPPEWA. 

69— S. Ste. Marie, S. Ste. Marie 

CI^INTON. 

21 — St. Johns St. Johns 

DICKINSON. 

75 — Darius Iron Mountain 

EATON. 

36— Charlotte Charlotte 

62 — Grand Ledge . . . Gd. Ledge 



No Name Location 

EMM^. 

52 — Petoskey Petoskey 

GENESEE. 
26— Flint Flint 

GRAND TRAVERSE. 

61— Traverse City— Trav. City 

GRATIOT. 

33 — Ithaca Ithaca 

68— St. Louis St. Louis 

HILLSDALE. 

5 — Jones ville Jonesville 

15— Mt. Ararat Hillsdale 

HOUGHTON. 

72— D. S. Kendall... Houghton 

INGHAM. 

29 — Lansing Lansing 

50— Leslie Leslie 

64 — Williamston . .Williamston 

IONIA. 

12 — Ionia Ionia 

23 — Portland Portland 

IRON. 

67 — King Cyrus .. Crystal Falls 

JACKSON. 

32 — Jackson Jackson 
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COUNCII.S BY 
No. Name Location 

KALAMAZOO. 

63 — Kalamazoo Kalamazoo 

KENT. 

10 — Tyre Grand Rapids 

LAPEER. 
42 — Lapeer Lapeer 

LENAWEE. 

16— Putnam Hudson 

18 — Adrian Adrian 

26 — Clinton Clinton 

34 — Blanchard Tecumseh 

LIVINGSTON. 

yz — Livingston Howell 

MACOMB. 

8— Mt. Clemens.. Mt. Clemens 

MANISTEE. 

46 — Manistee Manistee 

MARQUETTE. 

71 — Marquette Marquette 

MASON. 

48 — Ludington Ludington 

MECOSTA. 

25 — King Solomon. .Big Rapids 

MONROE. 

4 — River Raisin Dundee 

MUSKEGON. 

54 — Muskegon Muskegon 

OAKLAND. 

3 — Pontiac Pontiac 

39— Holly Holly 



COUNTIE^S. 77 

No. Name Location 

OCEANA. 

27 — Oceana Pentwater 

OSCEOLA. 

55— Reed City. .... .Reed City 

OTTAWA. 

51 — Grand Haven..Gd. Haven 

SAGINAW. 

20 — Saginaw Saginaw 

ST. CLAIR, 

59 — Marine City . . Marine City 
74— Fred L. Wells. Port Huron 

ST. JOSEPH. 

13 — Sturgis Sturgis 

2!7 — Nebuzaradan Three Rivers 

SCHOOLCRAFT. 

65 — Hiawatha Manistique 

SHIAWASSEE. 

38 — Corunna Corunna 

VAN BUREN. 

43 — Lawrence Lawrence 

45 — South Haven ... So. Haven 

WASHTENAW. 

1 1 — Union Ypsilanti 

24 — Adoniram Manchester 

WAYNE. 

I — Monroe Detroit 

WEXFORD. 

70 — Cadillac Cadillac 
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GRAND OFFICERS. 

Most Illustrious Grand Masters 



Year I 



Namb 



1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
Hon. 

1909 



Nathan B. Carpenter 
« (I 

Francis Darrow 



John Clark 

D. Burnham Tracy . . . 
Edward A. Elliott. . 

Garra B. Noble 

David Bovee 

Seaman L. Dart 

Wm. S. Edwards 

Joseph T. Hayden 

Chas. H. Putnam 

Oliver L. Spaulding. 
Ebenezer Sprague . . 

H. Shaw Noble 

Wm. Brown 



j Mortimer Mansfield. 

George Hill, Jr 

John R. Everard 

Andrew J. Utley 

Hugh McCurdy 

I David Woodward 

'RuFus C. Hatheway. . . 

Wm. G. Hudson 

|Geo. H. Greene 

James H. Cummins 

|Geo. H. Stephenson. . . 

Alfred Baldrey 

|Alfred G. Gulley 

Allen McKee 

Thomas G. Greene. . . 

iTravers Phillips 

|Chas. R. Bagg 

Horace E. Hatch 

IFrank N. Clark 

IEmerson M. Newell. . 

JGeorge a. Cross 

George P. McMahon. . 

|Loyd B. Hess 

Chas. M. Norton 

George D. Smith 

I Richard A. Catton... 

Ithamer T. Smith 

jByron C. Hill 

John H. Kingsley 

I Dallas D Alton 

jBayard a. Church 

Arthur H. McCloud. . 

'Frank O. Gilbert 

Chas. H. Patterson. . . 

William Wente 

Emory Townsend 



Residence 



Detroit . . 

Pontiac . 

St. Clair! 
Detroit . . 



Coldwater . 
it 

Hillsdale . *. 



Hudson 
St. Johns 



Remarks 



Died 1867 

■< 

Died April 11, 1873 

Died February 19, 1876 
Died February 19, 1906 
Died November 16, 1880 
Died February 9, 1897 
Died July 19, 1900 
Died February 8, 1883 
402 W. Rand'ph St., Chi. 
Died April 24, 1898 
Died M:ay 15, 1895 
Now in Washington, D. C. 



Lyons Died January 2, 1892 



Monroe 
Battle Creek.. 



Died October 23, 1908 
Died September 23, 1880 



Coldwater Died December 20, 1883 

Portland 400>^ N. Main,LosAng,C'l 

^"-' Died November 22, 1891 

Died November 10, 1905 
Died July 16, 1908 



Jackson 

St. Louis . . . . 

Corunna 

Clinton 

Ionia 

Ludington. . . 

Lansing 

Holly 

St. Johns 

St. Joseph . . . 
South Haven 
Manistee . . . . 
Centreville . . 

Hastings 

Detroit 



Northviile .... 

Holly 

Lawrence . . . 
Grand Rapids 



Lansing 

Muskegon . . 

Detroit 

Hudson 

Jackson .... 
Manchester. 
Fremont . . . 
St. Louis . . . 

[Detroit 

Bay City . . . 

Jackson 

Manistee . . . 
Saginaw 



Died December 9, 1896 



Died June 24, 1899 
Died October 29, 1908 
Died September 27, 1901 
Now in Detroit 
Agri. College, Storrs, Ct. 
34 Arthur St. 



Died August 17, 1899 
47 Cadillac Square 



Now in Fenton 



F. & M. Ins. Co., Detroit 
Died June 10, 1901 



Died January 9, 1903 
E. Toledo, O. 
Died April 15, 1905 



1111 Majestic Bldg. 
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Grand Officers of the Grand Council of Michigan 



D. I. G. p. 



G. T. I. 



G. p. c. of w. 



1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 



Simeon B. Brown. . . 
Simeon B. Brown. . . 
John Clark 

D. Burnham Tracy. 

E. A. Elliott 

Garra B. Noble 

David Bovee 

Seaman L. Dart 

Edw. D. Benedict. . 

Wm. Walker 

Oliver L. Spaulding. 
Oliver L. Spaulding. 
Ebenezer Sprague. . 

H. Shaw Noble 

Wm. Brown 

Mort. Mansfield 



* Frank Darrow 

* Frank Darrow 

* D. Burnham Tracy. 

*B. F. Doughty 

I* Garra B. Noble 

I* David Bovee 

I* Seaman L. Dart 

!* Edw. D. Benedict.. 

I W. S. Edwards 

I* J.T. Hayden 

* J. W. Champlin 

I* Ebenezer Sprague.. 
*H. Shaw Noble 

* Wm. Brown 

r Mort. Mansfield 

* Edward M. Doan. . . 



Year Deputy G. Master 



1874 I* 

1875 \t 

1876 ,- 

1877 !^ 

1878 * 
1879, 

1880 I* 

1881 i 

1882 * 

1883 * 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 



1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 



Mort. Mansfield 

George Hill, Jr 

J. R. Everard 

Andrew J. Utley. . . 

C.W. Strait 

David Woodward.. 
Rufus C. Hatheway. 
Wm. G. Hudson . . . 
George H. Greene.. 
James H. Cummins. 
G. H. Stephenson. . 

Alfreo Baldrev 

Alfred G. Gulley... 

Allen McKee 

Thos. G. Greene 

Sanford Hunt 

Marcus D. Elliott.. . 
Horace E. Hatch. . . 

Frank N. Clark 

E. M. Newell 

Geo. A. Cross 

Geo. P. McMahon. . 

Lloyd B. Hess 

Charles M. Norton.. 

Geo. D. Smith 

Richard A. Catton. . 
Ithamer T. Smith. . . 

Byron C. Hill 

John H. Kingsley.. . 

Dallas D. Alton 

Bayard A. Church. . 
Arthur H. McCloud. 
Frank O. Gilbert. . . 
Chas. H. Patterson.. 
Emory Townsend. . . 
Wm. P.Perry 



R. W. Davis 

*John Clark 
*B. F. Doughty 
*Ebenezer Sprague 
*David Bovee 
*Seaman L. Dart 
^Edw. D. Benedict 

W. S. Edwards 
* Wm. Walker 

William F. King 
*M. Walter 
*H. Shaw Noble 
*Wm. Brown 
*Alfred I. Sawyer 
*Edward M. Doan 
{George Hill, Jr. 



G. p. of Work 



Grand Treasurer 



JGeorgeHill, Jr... 

* J. R. Everard 

* Andrew J. Utley.. 
*C. B. Reynolds... 

David Woodward. 
*R. C. Hatheway.. 
William G. Hudson 

* George H. Greene 

* James H. Cummins 

* G. H. Stephenson. 
Alfred Baldrey. .. 

t Alfred G. Gulley. 

Allen McKee 

Thomas Greene . . 

* Sanford Hunt.... 
Travers Phillips.. 

* Chas. R. Bagg 

Frank N. Clark... 
Emerson M. Newell 
Geo. A. Cross. . . 
Geo. P. McMahon. 

* Loyd B. Hess . 
Charles M. Norton 
George D. Smith. 

* Richard A. Catton 
X Ithamer T. Smith. 
^ Byron C. Hill 

John H. Kingsley. 
Dallas D. Alton.. 
Bayard A. Church 
Arthur H. McCloud 
Frank O. Gilbert 
Chas. H. Patterson 
Emory Townsend 
Wm. P. Perry.... 
John Nichol 



* E. A. Elliott 



* H. Shaw 



Noble 



* Geo. H. Greene 



Chas. M, 



Norton 



*Deceased 



^Removed from Jurisdiction 



tSuspended 
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LIST OF GRAND OFFICERS. 



Year 


Grand Treasurer 


Grand Recorder 


Grand Chaplain 


1858 ' 


•'Ezra Rood ' 


"Nath'l P. Jacobs .... 
II II 

(I II 

II II 


*George B. Engle 
II II 


1869 


« (1 


1860 


u n 


*L. H. Corson 


1861 


U it 


♦Francis A. Blades 


1862 


« tt 


^Oliver Bourke 

i< II 


S. Caulkins 


1868 


« « 


D. B. Lyon 


1864 


« (( 


tt. tt 


Sylvester Caulkins 
*L. H. Corson 


1865 


(( it 


tt tt 


1866 


*JosephT. Hayden.. 
*Wm. Barclay 


tt It 


*B. F. Doughty 
Garret E. Peters 


1867 


tt tt 


1868 


<< u 


tt tt 


II II 


1869 


(t « 


tt tt 


(1 11 


1870 


(< tt 


tt tt 


^Jermy Boynton 


1871 


tt tt 


*Garra B. Noble 


tA. J. Davis 


1872 


♦Edward A. Elliott . . 


II (1 


* II II 


1873 


(( tt 


II II 


II II 


Year 


Grand Recorder 


Grand Chaplain 


G. Capt. of Guard 


1874 


*Garra B. Noble 


tA. J. Davis 


*Andrew J. Utley 


1875 


(( tt 


*Benj. F. Doughty... 


II •' II 


1876 


tt tt 


II II 


*C. B. Reynolds 


1877 


tt tt 


II II 


*C. W. Strait 


1878 


tt tt 


II. II 


Wm. S. Turck 


1879 


tt tt 


II II 


Wm. G. Hudson 


1880 


tt tt 


*Francis A. Blades. . . 


*Geo. H. Greene 


1881 


ft tt 


II II 


*Jas. H. Cummins 


1882 


tt tt 


II II 


*Geo. H. Stephenson 


1883 


tt tt 


II II 


Alfred Baldrey 
tAlfred G. Gulley 
: Allen McLee 


1884 


tt ft 


II II 


1885 


tt tt 


II II 


1886 


tt tt 


II II 


Thos. G. Greene 


1887 


tt ft 


II II 


*Sanford Hunt 


1888 


tt tt 


K II 


Travers Phillips 
*Marcus D. El iott 


1889 


tt tt 


II II 


1890 


tt tt 


II II 


Horace E. Hatch 


1891 


tt tt 


II II 


Emerson M. Newell 


1892 


tt tt 


II II 


Geo. A. Cross 


1893 


tt tt 


II II 


Geo. P. McMahon 


1894 


tt tt 


II II 


*Loyd B. Hess 


1895 


tt tt 


II II 


Chas. M. Norton 


1896 


tt tt 


II II 


Geo. D. Smith 


1897 


*TefiE'n S. Conover 


II II 


*Richard A. Catton 


1898 


" " ... 


II II 


tithamer T. Smith 


1899 


tt ft 


II II 


*Byron C. Hill 


1900 


tt II 


II II 


John H. Kingsley 
Dallas D. Alton 


1901 


(( tt 


II II 


1902 


tt it 


II II 


JPaul A. Cowgill 


1903 


tt tt 


II II 


Lou B. Winsor 


1904 


Chas. A. Conover 


II II 


Frank 0. Gilbert 


1905 


II tt 


II II 


Chas. H. Patterson 


1906 


It tt 


T.Ambrose Dunkel.. 


Emory Townsend 


1907 


tt tt 


II II 


Wm. P. Perry 


1908 


" " 


Wm. H.Thomas.... 


John Nichol 
Frank P. Wilcox 


1909 


II II 


II II 




♦Deceased iRe 


XLOved from Jurisdiction 


tSuspendcd 
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TEAR 


G. Capt. OF Guard 


Grand Steward 


Grand Sentinel 


1858 


*Theroii A. Flower. . 


*A. B. Cudworth 


* Chas. D. Howard 


1859 


A. J. Cummings 


i« (( 


« (( 


1860 


* Stephen B. Morse.. 


*Wm. P. Innes 


« «( 


1861 


* Seaman L. Dart.... 


*A. B. Ayres 

*A. M. McCrea 


t( « 


1862 


*Chas. H. Putnam... 


« (( 


1863 


*T. P. Whiting 


H. A. Tillotson 


« (( 


1864 


•' « « ** 


* A. E. Palmer 


It (( 


1865 


" " 


D. H. Baker 


*Wm. V.Griffith 


1866 


Wm. F. King 

*Jno. W. Champlin.. 
* H.Shaw Noble 


M. Ayres 


« « 


1867 


* S. C. Munson 


« (( 


1868 


Theo. Beaver 


« u 


1869 


*T. E. Marvin 


Charles Low 


« <r 


1870 


J. B. Nixon 


*A. I. Sawyer 


(( (( 


1^71 


* £dward M. Doan . . . 


*C. B. Reynolds 

* Andrew J. Utley 


" u 


1872 


t George Hill, Jr 

*A. J.Utley 


<( i( 


1873 


*C. B. Reynolds 


" « 


TEAR 


Gd. Con. op Co on oil 


Grand Steward 


Grand Sentinel 


1874 


* Jno. R. Everard 


*C. B.Reynolds 


*Wm. V.Griffith 


1875 


*C. B. Reynolds 

J. M. Rice 


J. M. Rice 


tt (( 


1876 


Wm. S. Turck 

*R. C. Hatheway.... 


<< it 


1877 


Wm. S Turck 


. it u 


1878 


*R. C. Hatheway.... 


* Geo. H. Greene .... 


tt tt 


1879 


* Geo. H. Greene .... 


H. L. Anthony 


tt ft 


1880 


* Jas. H. Cummins. . . 


* G. H. Stephenson . . 
Alfred Baldrey 

t Alfred G.Gulley... 


tt tt 


1881 


*G. H. Stephenson... 


tt tt 


1882 


Alfred Baldrey 

t Alfred G.Gulley... 


tt it 


1883 


Edwin M. Adams. . . 


*Alex. McGregor 


1884 


Allen McKee 


Thos. G. Greene.... 


tt ,t ^ 


1885 


Thos. G.Greene.... 


* Sanford Hunt 


tt u 


1886 


* Sanford Hunt 


Travers Phillips. . . . 


tt tt 


1887 


Travers Phillips.... 
*MarcusD. Elfiott... 


*MarcusD. Elliott... 


tt tt 


18»8 


*Chas. R. Bagg 


tt tt 


1889 


*Chas. R. Bagg 


Horace E. Hatch... 


tt u 


1890 


Frank N.Clark 


*Parm. S. DeGraflF... 


tt tt 


1891 


Geo. A. Cross 


Geo. P. McMahon . 


tt tt 


1892 


Geo. P. McMahon.. 


* Loyd B. Hess 


tt tt 


1893 


*Loyd B. Hess 


* Almon G. Bruce 


tt tt 


1894 


Chas. M. Norton 


George D. Smith... 


It tt 


1895 


Geo. D. Smith 


^ Richard A. Catton.. 


tt tt 


1896 


* Richard A. Catton. . 


t Ithamer T. Smith... 


tt tt 


1897 


t Ithamer T. Smith. . . 


* Byron C.Hill 


James F. McGregor 


1898 


* Byron C.Hill 


bhn H, Kingsley.. . 


tt tt 


1899 


John H. Kingsley. . . 
Dallas D. Alton.... 


Dallas D. Alton .... 


ft tt 


1900 


X Paul A. CowRill . . . 


tt it 


1901 


X Paul A. Cowgill .... 
Bayard A. C lurch . . 


Bayard A. Church. . 


tt tt 


1902 


Lou B. Winsor 


tt tt 


1903 


Arthur H. McCloud 


Frank O.Gilbert. 


tt tt 


1904 


Chas. H. Patterson . 


Emory Townsend.. 


tt tt 


1905 


Emory Townsend . . 
Wm. P.Perry 


Horace S. Maynard. 


tt tt 


1906 


John Nichol 

Frank P. Wilcox... 


It tt 


1907 


bhn Nichol 

Frank P.Wilcox... 


it tt 


1908 


Geo. C. Monroe 


tt tt 


1909 


Geo. C. Monroe 


John H. McCallum. 


tt tt 



* Deceased 



t Removed from Jurisdiciion 



t Suspended 
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84 PAST GRAND MASTERS OF GRAND COUNCIL. 



Past Grand Masters of Grand Council 



Present Address. 



Wm. S. Edwards, P. G. M., 402 W. Randolph St., Chicago, 111. 

OuvER L. Spaui^ding, p. G. M., Treasury Dept., Washington, D. C. 

George Hili., P. G. M., 400^2 N. Main St., Los Angeles, California. 

David Woodward, P. G. M., Clinton, Mich. 

WiLUAM G. Hudson, P. G. M., Ludington, Mich. 

Ai^FRED Bai^drey, p. G. M., Majestic Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 

Alfred G. Gulley, P. G. M., Agri. College, Storrs, Conn. 

Allen McKee, P. G. M., 34 Arthur St., Manistee, Mich. 

Thomas G. Greene, P. G. M., Centerville, Mich. 

Travers Phillips, P. G. M., Hastings, Mich. 

Horace E. Hatch, P. G. M., 47 Cadillac Sq., Detroit, Mich. 

Frank N. Clark, P. G. M., Northville, Mich. 

Emerson M. Newell, P. G. M., Fenton, Mich. 

George A. Cross, P. G. M., Lawrence, Mich. 

George P. McMahon, P. G. M., Fire & Mar. Ins. Co., Detroit, Mich. 

Charles M. Norton, P. G. M., Lansing, Mich. 

George D. Smith, P. G. M., Muskegon, Mich. 

Ithamer T. Smith, P. G. M., 722 Vinton St., Toledo, O. 

John H. Kingsley, P. G. M., Manchester, Mich. 

Dallas D. Alton, P. G. M., Fremopt, Mich. 

Bayard A. Church, P. G. M., St. Loui«, Mich. 

Arthur H. McCloud, P. G. M., iiii Majestic Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 

Frank O. Gilbert, P. G. M., 327 Shearer Bldg., Bay City, Mich. 

Charles H. Patterson, P. G. M., E. Main St., Jackson, Mich. 

William Wente, Hon. P. G. M., Manistee, Mich. 

William F. King, P. G. P. C. W., Adrian, Mich. 
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Grand Representatives 

OF SISTER GRAND COUNCILS NEAR THE GRAND COUNCII, OF 
ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS OF MICHIGAN. 



Grand Council Representatives Address 

Alabama Edward W. PrESho.. . .Houghton 

Arkansas Joseph H. Smith: Tecumseh 

California Bayard A. Church St. Louis 

Canada Geo. P. IMcMahon Detroit 

Colorado Emory Townsend Saginaw 

Connecticut . . . .' Tthamer T. Smith Hudson 

England and Wales. .Oliver L. Spaulding St. Johns 

Florida Arthur H. McClcud. . Detroit 

Georgia E. H. Pope Traverse City 

Illinois Charles A. Conover... .Coldwater 

Indiana Geo. P. Griffin Albion 

Indian Territory Marshall L. Campbell. Leslie 

Iowa John H. KingslEy Manchester 

Kansas Martin E. Aulsbrook . . Sturgis 

Kentucky Clarence A. Howard. . .Three Rivers 

Louisiana Oliver L. Spaulding St. Johns 

Maine William S. Turck Alma 

Maryland AllEN McKee Manistee 

Massachusetts .ou B. Winsor Reed City 

Minnesota '£lias C. Phillips St. Louis 

Mississippi Frederick E. Swain St. Johns 

Missouri William G. Hudson . . . Ludington 

Nebraska John Nichol Ionia 

New. Brunswick George D. Smith Muskegon 

New Hampshire Horace S. Maynard Charlotte 

New Jersey William E. Davidson. .S. Ste. ^Marie 

New York Hmerson M. Newell Fenton 

North Carolina Travers Phillips Hastings 

Ohio George A. Cross Lawrence 

Oregon Charles M. Norton Lansing 

Pennsylvania Frank N. Clark Northville 

Rhode Island David Woodward Clinton 

South Carolin.'i Dorr Darling Jonesville 

Tennessee Frank O. Gilbert Bay City 

Texas Edward Van De Mark. Clinton 

Vermont T heron F. Giddings Detroit 

Washington ..Wm. R. Dunn Detroit 

Wisconsin Chas. G. Graham Ithaca 
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Grand Representatives 

OF THE GRAND COUNCIL OF ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS OF 
MICHIGAN NEAR SISTER GRAND COUNCILS. 



Grand Council Representatives Address Com. Ex. 

Alabama Robbrt W. Southbrland . . Mobile Aug. 24, 1911 

Arkansas Cyrus L,. Brown Arkadelphia May 20, 1912 

California Wm. Monroe Petrie Sacramento " 

Colorado Geo. W. Roe Pueblo .../ *• 

Connecticut Fred H. Waldron New Haven " 

England and Wales C. Fitzgerald Matier M'k Mason's Hall " 

Great Queen St., London W. C. 

Florida Henry K. DuBois Port Orange '* 

Georgia. Y.A.Wright Jackson ** 

Illinois John B. Fithian Joliet •• 

Indiana John W. Pottinger Laporte " 

Indian Territory . Connell Rodgers Fort Gibson " 

Iowa Wm. D. Irvine Sioux City •* 

Kansas Thomas G. Fitch Wichita " 

Kentucky Samuel Leidigh Louisville " 

Louisiana W. H. Wamsley Conshatta " 

Maine Ch as. B.Adams Waterville " 

Maryland Gustav A. Eitel Baltimore " 

Massachusetts Eugene A. Holton Boston " 

Minnesota — George Forsyth Brainard '• 

Mississippi J. J. Brooks Benoit '• 

Missouri W. W. Ross Butler " 

Nebraska Daniel H. Wheeler Omaha •* 

New Brunswick Wm. Marshall Black Wolfville *• 

New Hampshire H.L.Sanderson Nashua " 

New Jersey Linsley Rowe Jersey City " 

New York Wm. Bamber Brooklyn " 

North Carolina T. C. I^inn Saulsbury '* 

Ohio William E. Evans Chillicothe " 

Oregon ; Philip S. Malcolm Portland •* 

Pennsylvania John S. Sell Greensboro •* 

Rhode Island Horace K. Blanchard Providence '* 

South Carolina James R. Johnson Charleston '• 

Tennessee W.T.Thomas Cumberland City . " 

Texas Ch as. F. Smith McGregor June 12, 1911 

Vermont Marsh Olin Perkins Windsor " 

Washington W. A. Acuff Spokane •* 

Wisconsin David H. Wright Madison " 
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Address oi Grand Recorders 



ALABAMA — George A. Beauchamp, Montgomery. 

ARKANSAS— Fay Hemstead, Masonic Temple, Little Rock. 

CALIFORNIA— Thomas A. Davies, Box 163, Alameda. 

COLORADO — Ernest LeNeve Foster, Masonic Temple, Denver. 

*CONNECTICUT— James McCormick, 152 State street, Hartford. 

ENGLAND— C. F. Matier, M'k Mas. Hall, Gt. Q. St., London, W. C. 

FLORIDA— James W. Boyd, Miami. 

GEN. GD. COUNCIL— Henry W. Mordhurst, Fort Wayne. 

GEORGIA— W. A. Wolihin, Macon. 

♦ILLINOIS— George W. Warvelle, Masonic Temple, Chicago. 

INDIANA — Calvin W. Prather, Masonic Temple, Indianapolis. 

INDIAN TERRITORY— Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka. 

IOWA — Alf. Wingate, Des Moines. 

KANSAS— Albert K. Wilson, Topeka. 

♦KENTUCKY- Henry B. Grant, Masonic Temple, Louisville. 

LOUISIANA — Richard Lambert, Masonic Temple, New Orleans. 

MAINE— Stephen Berry, Portland. 

MARYLAND— Gustav A. Eitel, 1521 N. Caroline St., Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS— J. Oilman Waite, Masonic Temple, Boston. 

♦MICHIGAN- Charles A. Conover, Coldwater. 

MINNESOTA— John Fishel, St. Paul. 

♦MISSISSIPPI— Frederick Speed, Vicksburg. 

MISSOURI— Robt. F. Stevenson, Odd Fellows' Bldg., St. Louis. 

NEBRASKA— Francis E. White, 1608 Capital Ave., Omaha. 

NEW BRUNSWICK— Dr. Frank A. Godsoe, Saint John. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE— Frank D. Woodbury, Concord. 

♦NEW JERSEY— Hiram E. Deats, Flemington. 

NEW YORK— Charles T. Lunt, U. S. Treas., New York. 

NORTH CAROLINA— James C. Munds, Wilmington. 

OHIO— William E. Evans, Chillicothe. 

OREGON— Seth L. Pope, Portland. 

♦PENNSYLVANIA— F. W. Martenis, S. B. Nat. B'k, So. Bethlehem. 

♦RHODE ISLAND— William R. Greene, Providence. 

SOUTH CAROLINA— Zimmerman Davis, Charleston. 

TENNESSEE-W. A. Clendening, Nashville. 

TEXAS— John A. Bryan, Cleburne. 

VERMONT— Henry H. Ross, Burlington. 

WASHINGTON— Edward R. Hare, Tacoma. 

WISCONSIN— William W. Perry, Masonic Temple, Milwaukee. 



^Independent Grand Councils. 
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coisrsTiTUTioisr 

OF THE 

GRAND COUNCIL 

OF 

Royal and Select Makers 

OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN. 



WITH AMENDMENTS TO AND INCLUDING MAY. 1909. 



ARTICLE L 
ORGANIZATION. 

Section i. Name and style of Grand Council. 

2. Grand Council, of whom to consist. 

3. Quorum, what constitutes a — 

4. Annual Assembly, when and where held. 

5. Election of Officers. 

6. Who entitled to vote. 

7. Majority governs, unless otherwise ordered. 

8. Grand Council, who compose. 

Name and Style of Grand Council. 

(i) Section i. The name and style of this Grand Council 
shall be the "Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Mich- 
igan." 
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92 CONSTITUTION. [Article I. 

Of Whom to Consist. 

(2) Sec. 2. The Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of 
Michigan shall consist of a 

]\Iost Illustricus Grand Master, 

Deputy Grand Master, 

Grand Principal Conductor of the Work, 

Grand Treasurer, 

Grand Recorder, 

Grand Lecturer, 

Grand Chaplain, 

Grand Captain of the Guard, 

Grand Conductor of the Council, 

Grand Steward, and 

Grand Sentinel, 

To which may be added 

Grand Marshal or Grand Master of Ceremonies, 

And all 

Past Thrice Illustrious Puissants, 

Past Most Illustrious Grand Masters, 

Past Deputy Grand Masters and 

Past Grand Principal Conductors of the Work, 

Together with the 

Thrice Illustrious Masters, 

Deputy Masters, and 

Principal Conductors of the Work, for the time being, of the 
several subordinate Councils under the jurisdiction of this 
Grand Council, or their proxies, duly empowered. 

And 

All Past Thrice Illustrious Grand Masters, and Past Thrice 
Illustrious Masters, who are members of subordinate 
Councils, who have presided one year over a Council in 
this State. 

Provided, That when one ceases to be a member of a sub- 
ordinate Council he thereby forfeits his membership in this Grand 
Council so long as he remains non-affiliated. 

Quorum. 

(3) Sec. 3. This Grand Council shall not be open for busi- 
ness unless there be present a representation from a majority of 
the subordinate Councils. 
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Annual Assemblies, When and Where Held. 

(4) Sec. 4. The annual assembly of this Grand Council shall 
be held on the third Monday in May of each year, at 7:30 o'clock 
P. M., standard time, in such city as Grand Chapter R. A. M. of 
Michigan shall select for its convocations or at such other place 
as the Grand Council may determine, at which assembly the Grand 
Officers shall be elected and installed; Provided, That no officer 
can be installed by proxy. Special assemblies may be called by 
the Grand Master whenever in his judgment the interests of the 
craft may require. 

Election of Officers. 

(5) Sec. 5. At each annual assembly of the Grand Council, 
the officers of the Grand Council shall be elected by ballot, to 
hold their offices until the next annual assembly, and until their 
successors shall have been duly elected and installed. 

Who Entitled to Vote. 

(6) Sec. 6. It shall be the privilege and duty of the Thrice 
Illustrious Master, Deputy Master, s^nd Principal Conductor of the 
Work, of each subordinate Council, either in person or by proxy, 
to attend all meetings of the Grand Council and shall there be the 
legal Representatives of their Council. 

In all elections and on all questions before the Grand Council, 
in which the yeas and nays have been ordered, each Council shall be 
entitled to three votes, if properly represented, to be cast by the 
representatives as follows : — If the three Representatives are present, 
each one may cast one vote for the Council ; if only two Representa- 
tives are present the Ranking Officer may cast two votes and the 
other Officer cast one vote; if only one Representative is present, 
he may cast the three votes of the Council. Every other member 
of the Grand Council may have one vote, except the Grand Sentinel. 
No member shall be entitled to vote in more than one capacity. 
Upon any question upon which the yeas and nays are not called, 
each member of the Grand Council may have one vote. Upon 
the election of officers the vote shall be cast as if the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

Majority Governs. 

(7) Sec. 7- In all elections and on all questions before the 
Grand Council, the majority of votes shall govern, unless other- 
wise herein provided for. 
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94 CONSTITUTION. [Article L 

Grand Council, Who Compose. 

(8) Sec. 8. The Most Illustrious Grand Master, Deputy Grand 
Master and Grand Principal Conductor of the Work shall com- 
pose the Council. In case of the absence, death or disability of the 
Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master shall succeed him in the 
performance of his duties. 

ARTICLE II. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Section i. Thrice Illustrious Master, etc., Proxy of. 

2. In case of death, etc., who may represent. 

Thrice Illustrious Master, Proxy of 

(9) Section i. The credentials of a companion acting as proxy 
for a Thrice Illustrious Master, Deputy Master or Principal Con- 
ductor of the Work, must be in writing, signed by the one giving 
them, and shall only be given to a companion of the same Council. 

Who May Represent in Case of Death. 

(10) Sec. 2. In case of the death, absence or inability of a 
constitutional representative of a Council, said Council may authorize 
one of its other members to represent said officer of the Council 
in the Grand Council, by a resolution reciting such death, absence 
or inability, certified by the Recorder under the seal of the Council. 

ARTICLE III. 

QUALIFICATIONS OF GRAND OFFICERS. 

Section i. Grand Officers, from whom chosen. 

2. Offices vacated by removing from state, etc. 

Grand Officers — From Whom Chosen. 

(11) Section i. The Grand Officers shall be chosen from the 
members of the subordinate Councils, but no companion is eligible 
to an office of higher rank than he may have attained in his Council 
except Grand Lecturer and Grand Chaplain. 

Offices Vacated. 

(12) Sec. 2. Any Grand Officer who shall, during the term for 
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which he was chosen, remove from this state or cease to be a 
member of a subordinate Council therein, thereby vacates his office, 
except the charter of such subordinate Council shall have been 
arrested. 

ARTICLE IV. 
POWERS OF GRAND COUNCIL. 

Section i. Grand Council, highest authority. 

2. Mode of creating New Councils. 

3. Grand Master may grant letters of dispensation. 

4. Fee to be paid for dispensation. 

5. Officer granting dispensation must report. 

6. Dispensations for Councils of Royal Masters, etc. 

7. Grand Council may punish. 

8. Grand Council has appellate jurisdiction. 

9. Has power to enact general law. 

10. Has power to define and establish location, etc. 

Grand Council Highest Authority. 

(13) Section i. The Grand Counc'l is the highest source of 
authority in Cryptic Masonry in tM<; juns-^'iction, subject to the 
ancient landmarks, and this constitution. As such it has the general 
government and control of all Councils of Royal, Select and Super- 
Excellent Masters within the State of Michigan. It grants charters, 
warrants and dispensations for constituting Councils of Royal, 
Select and Super-Excellent Masters, and, when expedient, arrests, 
revokes and annuls the same. It makes, alters and repeals at 
pleasure, laws for its government and the government and control 
of its own members according to provisions of this constitution. 

Mode of Creating New Councils. 

(14) Sec. 2. The mode of creating new. Councils is as follows: 
A petition in due form must be signed by at least fifteen regular 
Royal, Select and Super-Excellent Masters, praying for a charter; 
such petition to have the recommendation of the Council nearest 
the place where the new Council is proposed to be located, certify- 
ing under its seal, attested by the Recorder, that the petitioners 
are all Royal, Select and Super-Excellent Masters in good stand- 
ing, and of good moral character. The petition shall be accom- 
panied by the dimits of the petitioners, or in lieu thereof, by 
satisfactory proof of the granting of such dimits and their loss, 
or their equivalent in the form of certificates of permission to 
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join with others in forming a new Council. On the presentation 
of these papers to the Grand Council, it may grant a charter in 
its discretion. 

Dispensations for New Councils. 

(15) Sec. 3. On presenting such papers in the recess of the 
Grand Council to the Grand Master, or, in the proper case, to the 
Deputy Grand Master, he may grant a dispensation having effect 
until the next assembly of the Grand Council. Before granting 
a dispensation for a new Council, he must have satisfactory evi- 
dence that the proposed officers are duly qualified. 

Fee for Dispensation. 

(16) Sec. 4. The sum of $50.00 must be paid on application 
for a charter or dispensation to organize a new Council. In case 
a charter is refused by the Grand Council after a dispensation has 
been granted, said money shall be returned to petitioners, less 
expense incurred. 

Officer Granting Dispensation Must Report. 

(17) Sec. 5. At the ensuing assembly of the Grand Council, 
the officer granting the dispensation shall report the facts to the 
Grand Council, with all the documents relating thereto. It is 
the duty of a Council acting under a dispensation to return the 
same, and submit at the same assembly its record of proceedings, 
together with a copy of its proposed by-laws. The Grand Council 
in consideration of the matter, if deemed expedient, shall grant a 
charter or continue the dispensation. 

No Council of Royal Masters, &c., Independent. 

(18) Sec. 6. No dispensation or charter shall be granted for 
instituting Councils of Royal Masters, Select Masters or Super- 
Excellent Masters independent of a regular Council of Royal, Select 
and Super-Excellent Masters. 

Grand Council Has Appellate Jurisdiction. 

(19) Sec. 7. The Grand Council has appellate jurisdiction over 
the decisions, acts and decrees of Thrice Illustrious Masters and 
subordinate Councils, and may confirm, reverse, annul or modify 
the same at pleasure. It may also expel, suspend or reprimand a 
Companion upon appeal from a Subordinate Council. 
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Power to Enact General Laws. 

(20) Sec. 8. It has the power to enact general laws and 
regulations for the government of the several Subordinate Councils 
under its jurisdiction, and to alter, amend or repeal the same at 
pleasure, subject to the provisions of this constitution. 

Power to Define Location and Jurisdiction. 

(21) Sec. 9. It has power to define and establish the location 
of the several Subordinate Councils, and to determine their juris- 
diction both personal and territorial. 

ARTICLE V. 
POWERS OF THE GRAND MASTER. 

(22) When the Grand . Council is not in session the Grand 
Master has power: 

{23) I. — To issue dispensations, and exercise the executive 
functions of the Grand Council. 

(24) 2. — To decide all questions of usage and order, or 
Masonic law as applied to Cryptic Masonry. 

(25) 3- — To convene any Council or Councils of Royal, ^Select 
and Super- Excellent Masters within this jurisdiction, or any of 
the officers thereof, at such time and place as he may designate, 
and in person or by proxy to preside thereat, inspect ' the pro- 
ceedings and work of the same, and to require a strict compliance 
with the laws, rules and regulations of Cryptic Masonry in this 
state. 

(26) 4. — To issue his dispensation to any regular Council of 
Royal and Select Masters within this jurisdiction, to receive and 
ballot on petitions and to confer any of the Council degrees of 
Masonry without delay; Provided, There be a regular petition 
for the degrees, notice to all the members of said Council within 
this jurisdiction and a clear ballot. 

(27) 5— To arrest the charter or suspend the Thrice Il- 
lustrious Master of any Council within this jurisdiction until the 
next meeting of the Grand Council, and to revoke the order at 
pleasure. 
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[Article V. 



(28) 6. — To command every officer of the Grand Council 
and to call upon them for information, advice or assistance, or 
for anything else relating to Cryptic Masonry. 

(29) 7. — In person or by proxy to institute and constitute 
Councils and install the officers thereof. 

(30) 8. — To fill all vacancies which may occur in the offices 
of the Grand Council, until the next annual assembly. 

ARTICLE VI. 



Section i 
2. 
3 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

9 

10. 
II 



DUTIES OF GRAND OFFICERS. 

Who to preside over meetings of Grand Council. 

In the absence of Grand Master, who presides. 

Grand Lecturer. 

Grand Master appoints special committees. 

Shall communicate to Grand Council. 

Appoints Standing Committees. 

Deputy Grand Master shall report. 

Grand Treasurer. 

Grand Recorder. 

Duties of the other Grand Officers. 

Other duties of Grand Officers. 



Who to Preside. 

(31) Section i. The Grand Master, if present, shall have the 
right to preside at all meetings of the Grand Council; in case of 
his ?bsrnce or disability, the Deputy Grand Master or Grand 
Principal Conductor of Work, in the order here named, and, in 
the absence of all these, the Junior Past Grand Master present shall 
fill the chair. 

In the Absence of the Grand Master. 

(32) Sec. 2. In case of death, absence or inability of the 
Grand Master, the powers and duties of his station shall devolve 
dpon the Deputy Grand Master or Grand Principal Conductor of 
Work, in the order here named. 

Grand Lecturer. 

(33) Sec. 3. The Grand Lecturer shall thoroughly acquaint 
himself with the work and lectures of the degrees of Cryptic 
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Masonry according to the standard of this Grand Council; shall 
visit the several Councils in this jurisdiction as' extensively as 
authorized by Grand Council and Grand Master, and it shall be his 
duty to examine the work and proceedings of the Councils, and 
for this purpose he is authorized to summons the officers of the 
different Councils, with the records, to convene at such time and 
place as he may select for the purpose of receiving instructions 
in the work, lectures and ceremonies of the Or<}er. He shall re- 
port to the Grand Council in writing, any deviation in the work 
or lectures from the system of this Grand Council, and he shall 
have charge of teaching the work during his term of office, sub- 
ject always to the Grand Master. 

Special Committees. 

(34) Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Grand Master at 
each annual assembly as soon as a constitutional quorum is ascer- 
tained to be present, to appoint a Committee on Credentials. After 
the report of such committee, he shall appoint the following com- 
mittees, each to consist of three members: 

I. — A Committee on Division and Reference. 

2. — A Committee on Appeals. 

3. — A Committee on Unfinished Business. 

4. — A Committee on Charters and Dispensations. 

Grand Master Shall Report. 

(35) Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the Grand Master to 
communicate in writing, a statement of his official acts during 
the recess of the Grand Council. He shall also give information 
upon subjects of Masonic interest and recommend such measures 
as he may deem expedient. It shall be his duty, either personally 
or by proxy, to inspect all rooms used by newly organized Councils, 
and to prohibit the use of any not properly provided and protected; 
to examine the work of all Councils, and to arrest the charter 
of any Council willfully departing from the work adopted by this 
Grand Council. 

Standing Committees. 

(36) Sec. 6. Immediately after the election and installation 
of the officers of this Grand Council, the Grand Master, at each 
annual assembly, shall appoint a Companion to be a member of 
the Board of Control of the Michigan Masonic Home for the term 

7 
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of three years and the following standing committees, each to con- 
sist of three Companions: 

I. — ^A Committee on Finance. 

2, — A Comhiittee on Jurisprudence. 

3. — A Committee on Obituaries. 

4. — A Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

Deputy Grand Master. 

Sec. 7. The Deputy Grand Master shall report in writing any 
and all official acts performed by him, during the recess of the 
Grand Council. 



Grand Treasurer. 

(37) Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the Grand Treasurer to 
take charge of all the funds of the Grand Council; to pay out 
no money, except upon order of the Grand Council certified by 
the Grand Recorder; but when the amount to be paid shall not 
be fixed by the Grand Council, the claim shall be audited and 
approved by the Grand Master or Committee on Finance; to report 
at each annual assembly, and oftener if required by the Grand 
Council, or the Grand Master, the amount of his receipts and ex- 
penditures, by items, and from whom received and to whom paid, 
and the amount of funds in his hands; and to execute and deposit 
with the Grand Master an official bond within thirty days after 
his election, payable to the Grand Council, in such surety bond 
company as may be approved by the Grand Master, Deputy Grand 
Master and Grand Principal Conductor of Work, or a majority 
of them, in a penalty of three thousand dollars, unless a different 
sum shall be fixed by the Grand Council, conditioned that he will 
pay or deliver, on demand, to the Grand Council or to his suc- 
cessor in office, all funds of the Grand Council that shall come to 
his hands as Grand Treasurer. If the Grand Treasurer-elect shall 
fail or refuse to execute a bond as herein required, then the Grand 
Master shall appoint another Grand Treasurer, who shall execute 
the required bond. The premium on said bond shall be paid by 
the Grand Council. 

Grand Recorder. 

(38) Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the Grand Recorder to 
record the transactions of the Grand Council ; to receive, duly file 
and safely keep all papers and documents of the Grand Council; 
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to prepare, sign and certify all charters, dispensations and other 
instruments emanating from the Grand Council, and when necessary- 
affix its seal thereto; to receive and keep a proper account of 
all moneys of the Grand Council, and pay over the same to the 
Grand Treasurer; to close his books and cash accounts on the 
loth day of May and to report to each annual assembly and 
oftener, if required by the Grand Council, or the Grand Master, 
the amount of moneys received by him, by items, and the specific 
sources from which received; also the Subordinate Councils that 
have neglected to render proper returns, and are in arrears; and 
such general information as to the state of the Councils in this 
jurisdiction, as may be proper for the information or action of 
the Grand Council; to conduct the correspondence of the Grand 
Council; to attend with all necessary books and papers under his 
control, on all assemblies of the Grand Council; to execute and 
deposit with the Grand Master an official bond within thirty days 
after his election, payable to the Grand Council, in such surety 
company as may be approved by the Grand Master, Deputy Grand 
Master and Grand Principal Conductor of Work, or a majority 
of them, in the penalty of two thousand dollars, unless a different 
sum shall be fixed by the Grand Council, conditioned that he will 
promptly pay over or deliver to the Grand Treasurer, or properly 
account for, all funds or other property of the Grand Council that 
may come to his hands as Grand Recorder; and if the Grand 
Recorder-elect shall fail or refuse to execute such bond as here- 
in required, then the Grand Master shall appoint another Grand 
Recorder, who shall execute the required bond; the premium on 
said bond to be paid for by the Grand Council. 

Other Grand Officers. 

(40) Sec ID. It shall be the duty of the other Grand Officers 
to perform such duties as by ancient usage pertain to their respective 
offices. 

Other Duties. 

(41) Sec. II. It shall be the duty of all Grand Officers to 
perform such other duties appertaining to their respective offices, 
in conformity with this constitution as shall from time to time 
be required by the Grand Council or Grand Master. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

COMPENSATION OF GRAND OFFICERS AND OTHER 
MEMBERS. 

Section i. At Grand Council. 

2. Grand Master, etc.; other fees. 

3. Grand Lecturer. 

(42) Section i. The Grand Officers, Past Grand Masters, 
Standing Committees and one representative of each Subordinate 
Council shall each receive three dollars per diem, for each day's 
actual attendance upon all assemblies of the Grand Council; Pro- 
vided, That representatives shall not receive a greater amount than 
the Council which they represent shall have paid to the Grand 
Council for that year, unless the same shall have been remitted. 

Grand Master, &c., Other Fees. 

(43) Sec. 2. In addition to the above the Grand Master and 
other Grand Officers, acting in compliance with the provisions of 
this Constitution not herein otherwise provided for, shall receive 
three dollars per diem and mileage at the rate of three cents per 
mile in the Lower Peninsula and faur cents per mile in the Upper 
Peninsula, said payment to be in addition to the salary voted these 
officers at jeach annual assembly. 

The Grand Recorder shall receive such compensation as salary, 
as the Grand Council may, in its judgment provide, and the Grand 
Sentinel fifteen dollars, unless otherwise ordered by Grand Council. 

Grand Lecturer. 

(44) Sec. 3- The Grand Lecturer shall receive such compen- 
sation as salary, as the Grand Council may in its judgment pro- 
vide and his necessary expenses in holding Schools of Instruction 
in Councils. An itemized statement of such expenses shall be 
submitted to the Committee on Finance for their approval before 
warrants are issued for the same. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
OF SUBORDINATE COUNCILS. 

Section i. Subordinate Councils, of whom to consist. 

2. Election of officers. 

3. Installation of officers. 
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4. Constituting new Councils, etc. 

5. Councils under dispensation. 

6. Who eligible to office. 

7. On the dissolution of Councils. 

8. Forfeit of charter. 

9. Regular assembly closed. . 

10. Profane swearing and intemperance. 

11. Subordinate Councils may discipline. 

12. Councils must have seals. 

13. Fees for Council degrees. 

14. Assemblies of Councils, when. 

15. Powers and duties of officers. 

16. Who entitled to vote at elections. 

17. Councils may change location. 

18. Subordinate Councils may make by-laws. 

19. Grand Council dues. 

20. Financial year, when it terminates. 

21. Charters, how surrendered. 

22. Charters may be restored. 

23. Councils must be constituted. 

24. Limit of number of Councils. 

Of Whom to Consist. 

(45) Sec. I. A Council of Royal and Select Masters shall 
consist of a Thrice Illustrious Master, Deputy Master, Principal 
Conductor of Work, Treasurer, Recorder, Captain of the Guard, 
Conductor of the Council, Steward and Sentinel, and the remain- 
ing members of said Council. No Council shall be opened unless 
there be present nine regular Royal, Select and Super-Excellent 
Masters. 

Election of Officers. 

(46) Sec. 2. The election of officers shall be by ballot, and 
shall take place at the regular assembly next preceding the festival 
of St. John, the Evangelist, in each year, except in the following 
cases : 

(47) 1st. In case the Recorder or Treasurer of a Council shall 
permanently remove from the jurisdiction of the Council and be 
unable to perform the duties of his office by reason of such re- 
moval or if he shall refuse or neglect to perform the duties of his 
office as required by law or Masonic usage, the Council may declare 
such office vacant and proceed to the election of his successor in 
accordance with existing regulations. 
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(48) 2nd. New Councils shall elect their officers at any as- 
sembly of the Council within two months after receiving their 
charter, due notice to be given all members. 

(49) Provided, If any Council shall fail, from good cause, 
to elect its officers at the time required, or if the regular assembly 
of any Council next preceding the festival of St. John the Evangelist, 
occurs on Christmas eve, or Christmas night, the Grand Master 
in the exercise of his discretion, may grant the said Council a 
dispensation to hold its election at another time, provided that in 
the latter case no fee be charged for such dispensation. 

Installation of Officers. 

(50) Sec. 3. The officers of all but newly chartered Councils 
may be installed by any present or past Thrice Illustrious Master, 
and said officers shall be installed on or before St. John's Day, 
Dec. 2.y. No officer shall perform any duty of the office to which 
he may be elected until he has been installed. 

Constitution of New Councils. 

(51) Sec. 4. New Councils shall be duly constituted and the 
officers duly installed by the Grand Master or his proxy, being 
a present or Past Master, before any other business can be done. 

Councils U. D. 

(52) Sec. 5. Councils working under a dispensation shall not 
transact any business except that clearly expressed in the dis- 
pensation creating them, and shall always be governed by the con- 
stitution and edicts of this Grand Council, the regulations for 
Councils U. D. and the ancient landmarks applicable to Cryptic 
Masonry. 

Who is Eligible to Office. 

(53) Sec. 6. Any member of a Council in good and regular 
standing is eligible to the office of Thrice Illustrious Master of 
said Council. 

Dissolution of a Council. 

(54) Sec. 7- On the dissolution of a Council, or the revocation 
of its charter, its property shall become the property of the Grand 
Council. 
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Forfeit of Charter. 

(55) Sec. 8. A Council failing to open for one year, or to 
make returns to the Grand Council for two years and pay its 
Grand Council dues, forfeits its charter thereby. 

Regular Assembly. 

(56) Sec. 9. Every regular assembly of a Subordinate Council 
must be duly closed, and all business is to be transacted in open 
Council. 

Profanity and Intemperance. 

(57) Sec. ID. Subordinate Councils shall hold to a strict ac- 
count all members who may be guilty of intemperance or profane 
swearing. 

Councils May Discipline. 

(58) Sec. II. Subordinate Councils have the power to dis- 
cipline their own members, and all Royal, Select and Super-Excel- 
lent Masters residing in their jurisdiction, as well as those who 
have taken any of the Cryptic degrees; and may, after due notice 
and trial, expel, suspend or reprimand for cause. But no Com- 
panion Royal, Select and Super-Excellent Master shall be suspended 
or expelled without a twjo-thirds vote of all the members present 
at the time of taking the vote. On appeal to the Grand Council, 
the Recorder shall transmit to the Grand Recorder a true copy 
of the charges and all the proceedings in the case. 

Councils Shall Have Seals. 

(59) Sec. 12. Every chartered Council shall have a seal with 
the name and number engraved thereon, an impression of which 
shall be deposited with the Grand Recorder. No Council shall 
be named after any living person. 

Fees for Degrees. 

(60) Sec. 13. The fees for the Council degrees shall not be 
less than $10, and must be paid before the degrees are conferred. 

Assemblies. 

(61) Sec. 14. The assemblies of the Subordinate Councils shall 
be Regular and Special, but no Council shall hold more than one 
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regular assembly in each lunar month, provided that regulars may 
be held on the festivals of the Saints John, except when they fall 
on Sunday; other regular assemblies shall be fixed by the by- 
laws of the Council. Special assemblies may be called in the dis- 
cretion of the Thrice Illustrious Master, for work, trials, unfinished 
business and for charitable purposes. All other business shall be 
done at regular assemblies of the Council. 

Powers and Duties of Officers. 

(62) Sec. 15. The powers and duties of officers of a Sub- 
ordinate Council shall conform to ancient usage, the ceremony of 
installation, the constitution and edicts of this Grand Council, and 
the by-laws of the respective Councils. They shall be elected as 
directed in section two of this article, and by a majority of votes, 
and shall hold their respective offices for one year and until their 
successors shall have been duly elected and installed. 

Who Entitled to Vote. 

(63) Sec. 16. All members in good and regular standing shall 
be entitled to vote at all elections. 

Change of Location. 

(64) Sec. 17. A Subordinate Council shall not change its 
location when such changes would affect its geographical juris- 
diction, without the consent of the Grand Council. In other cases 
it will be sufficient to obtain the consent of the Grand Master 
merely. 

May Make By-Laws. 

(65) Sec. 18. Subordinate Councils may make by-laws after 
consideration one month; and on notice given at any regular as- 
sembly may modify or abolish any by-law at the next regular 
assembly, by a two-thirds vote, provided that nothing shall be done 
inconsistent with ancient usage, this constitution, or the edicts 
of this Grand Council. 

Grand Council Dues. 

(66) Sec. 19. Each Subordinate Council shall pay to the Grand 
Council the following sum : For each member passed the circle 
within the year, one dollar; for each member (suspended mem- 
bers, members whose dues may be remitted for charitable con- 
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siderations. Recorder, or such as are borne on the rolls of the 
Council as emerited or life members, and those passed within 
the year excepted), 25 cents. Provided, That Councils working 
under dispensation shall not be required to pay membership dues, 
except the dispensation be carried beyond the first annual assembly 
of the Grand Council. 

Financial Year. 

{6y) Sec. 20. The financial year shall terminate on the 27th 
day of December, and it is made the imperative duty of the Thrice 
Illustrious Master of each Subordihatfe Council under the juris- 
diction of this Grand Council, to cause the returns of such Council 
for the year to be made out, according to blanks- to be furnished 
by the Grand Recorder, properly attested and within ten days 
thereafter to be transmitted to the Grand Recorder together with 
their Grand Council dues, and when a Council fails to comply 
with the requirements of this section, the representatives of said 
Council shall forfeit all compensation at the ensuing convocation 
of this Grand Council, unless a reasonable excuse shall be given 
for such delinquency. 

Charters, How Surrendered. 

(68) Sec, 21. Any Subordinate Council may surrender its 
charter at any regular assembly after due notice to all resident 
members, after lying over for at least one lunar month; but in 
all cases a two-thirds vote shall be required to effect the surrender. 

The Grand Recorder is authorized to issue certificates of good 
standing to Companions of any Council whose charter may have 
been surrendered or revoked, providing the Companions pay for 
the same, in addition to all dues they were owing the Council when 
the charter was surrendered or arrested. 

Charter May Be Restored. 

(69) Sec. 22. A Council which has been discontinued for any 
cause, may have its charter restored by the Grand Council, on 
petition of not less than fifteen members of such Council, and 
such petitioners shall constitute the membership of such Council. 

Councils Must Be Constituted. 

(70) Sec. 23. Each Council, previous to commencing work 
under its charter, shall be duly constituted and its officers duly 
installed by the Grand Master or proxy. 
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Limit of Number of Councils. 

(71) Sec. 24. There shall not be a greater number of Councils 
established in this state than there are Royal Arch Chapters, nor 
more than one Council within the jurisdiction of each chapter. 

ARTICLE IX. 
MEMBERSHIP IN A COUNCIL. 

Section i. Members or visitors, who are entitled to be. 

2. Obligation to be taken. 

3. Members shall pay dues. 

4. Affiliation, where made. 

5. Membership and affiliation. 

6. Dimits, how. granted. 

7. Certificates to form new Councils. 

8. Renewal of membership, how done. 

Who Entitled to Be Members or Visitors. 

(72) Section i. No one shall be admitted a member or visitor 
unless he shall have regularly taken the degrees of Royal Master, 
Select Master and Super-Excellent Master, and nqt then except 
by the unanimous consent of all the members present, after strict 
examination or lawful information, he shall have been found other- 
wise worthy: Provided, That nothing in this section shall ex- 
clude Royal Masters, and Select Masters from the right to visit 
a Council while working upon any degree to which they may 
have attained. Companions from without the jurisdiction of the 
Grand Council of Michigan who may present themselves as Royal 
and Select Masters, producing satisfactory evidence of having re- 
ceived those degrees, may be given the degree of Super-Excellent 
Master, to the end that they may be healed. 

Officers Obligated. 

(73) Sec. 2. All officers before entering upon their duties, 
and all candidates on admission shall take the following obligation, 
to-wit: "I, A. B., do solemnly promise and swear that I will 
support and maintain the constitution, laws and edicts of the Grand 
Council of Royal and Select Masters of Michigan." 

Members Shall Pay Dues. 

(74) Sec. 3. Every member of a Subordinate Council neglect- 
ing to pay his dues for two years, upon conviction therefor after 
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due notice and trial, shall be indefinitely suspended, and may be 
restored only on payment of his dues, and by a two-thirds vote 
of the members present at any regular assembly. Provided, A 
Council may grant a certificate of life membership in consideration 
of long and distinguished services to Cryptic Masonry, to any of 
its members who have been Royal and Select Masters, continuously 
affiliated with some Council or Councils for not less than thirty- 
five years and who shall have attained the age of sixty-five years, 
and who shall be in good standing and not indebted to the Council; 
and thereafter such member shall be borne upon the rolls as an 
Emeritus Member and be exempt from annual dues: Provided 
further, That in each individual case, the proposition to grant a 
certificate of life membership shall be submitted at a regular as- 
sembly of the Council and shall lie over without action until the 
next regular assembly at which time it may be acted upon. A 
majority of those present and voting shall be sufficient to decide 
the matter. 

Affiliation, Where Made. 

(75) Sec. 4. A Companion living in this Grand Jurisdiction 
is not required to affiliate with the Council nearest his place of 
residence, but may be admitted a member of any Council that 
will receive him in this state; Provided, That no one can be ad- 
mitted to membership whose residence is in another state, nor can 
he be a member of more than one Council at the same time. 
Dimits from Councils in other Grand Jurisdictions must bear the 
certificate of the Grand Recorder of that jurisdiction. 

Membership and Affiliation. 

(76) Sec. 5. A Companion is a member of the Council con- 
ferring the Super-Excellent Master degree upon him, unless 
it shall have been conferred at the request of another Council, 
when his membership shall be with the Council making the 
request. But no one can become a member by affiliation without 
accompanying his petition with a proper dimit or its equivalent, 
which becomes the property of the Council admitting him. But 
should he be rejected, the dimit or other documentary evidence of 
former membership shall be returned to him. If elected the dimit 
shall be cancelled. 

Dimits. 

(77) Sec. 6. Dimits may be granted to Companions on appli- 
cation in writing, at a regular assembly of the Council, by a ma- 
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jority vote; provided that they are not under charges, and are 
not in arrears for dues, and said dimit shall date from the time 
the vote was taken granting the same. 

Certificates for New Councils. 

(78) Sec. 7. Any number of Companions, desiring to form a 
new Council, may apply in writing to the Council or Councils 
of which they are members, for certificates of permission in order 
that they may form such new Council, and the Council or Councils 
to which they belong may grant such certificate, but when such 
certificates are granted they shall be sent by the Recorder of the 
Council granting them to the Grand Recorder, and shall be by 
him attached to the petition for the dispensation to form the new 
Council and such certificates shall not become operative or the 
membership of the Companion or Companions in the Council or 
Councils issuing the same be terminated until such Companion or 
Companions shall have become members of such new Councils. 

(79) Sec. 8. If a dimitted Companion desires to renew his 
connection with a Council it can only be done by petition and 
ballot as in other cases. Should any petitioner for affiliation be 
rejected, he may renew his application to the same or any other 
Council in this state, as he may elect, at any time. 



ARTICLE X. 
PETITIONS AND CANDIDATES. 

Section i. Degrees and residence within the jurisdiction. 

2. Petition for the degrees. 

3. Must belong to same recognized lodge and chapter. 

4. Must have requisite physical qualifications. 

5. Petition cannot be withdrawn. 

6. Must petition to nearest Council. 

7. May apply to nearest Council for advancement. 

8. May renew application in six months if rejected. 

9. Super-Excellent Degree. 

Degrees and Residence. 

(30) Section i. The degrees conferred in Subordinate Councils 
of this Jurisdiction shall be those of Royal Master, Select Master 
and Super-Excellent Master. A candidate for the Council degrees 
must have resided six months within the jurisdiction of the Council 
where his petition is presented, except as hereinafter provided. 
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Petition for Degrees. 

(8i) Sec. 2. All applications for the degrees of Royal, Select 
and Super-Excellent Master, or membership in any Subordinate 
Council under this jurisdiction, shall be by petition in writing to 
the nearest Council at a regular assembly, from a member of a 
Royal Arch Chapter regularly constituted in accordance with the 
rules and regulations of the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States, and subordinate to the same, or to the State Grand Chapter 
from wiiich he hails, and shall lie over one lunar month after 
the same shall have been received and referred to a committee for 
inquiry, unless by a unanimous vote of the Companions present, 
in which case the application may be acted upon instanter, and 
an unanimous ballot shall be necessary in all cases. 

Non-Affiliation a Bar. 

(82) Sec. 3. No Council under this jurisdiction shall receive 
the petition of any voluntary non-affiliated Master Mason or Royal 
Arch Mason for the degrees, or for affiliation as a Royal, Select 
and Super-Excellent Master. 

Physical Qualifications. 

(83) Sec. 4. No Council under this jurisdiction shall confer 
the Council degrees upon any Mason who has not the requisite 
physical qualifications which will enable him to comply with all 
the ceremonies of the Order. 

Petition Cannot be Withdrawn. 

(84) Sec. 5. After a petition shall have been referred to a 
committee it shall not be withdrawn, if the Council has jurisdiction 
and the applicant is eligible. 

Must Petition Nearest Council. 

(85) Sec. 6. All applications for the Council degrees must 
be made by petition to the Council nearest in a direct line to the 
place where the candidate resides ; Provided, That any other Council 
may receive and act upon a petition, by and with the written con- 
sent, showing waiver of jurisdiction by unanimous vote and certi- 
fied to under the seal of said nearest Council; Provided further, 
That when two or more Councils are located in the same city 
or town, they shall exercise concurrent jurisdiction; and provided 
further, that any two or more Councils whose territories are con-- 
tiguous, may, by mutual consent, exercise concurrent jurisdiction. 
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Application for Adyancement. 

(86) Sec. 7. A candidate having regularly received any of 
the Council degrees in one Council, on removing to another juris- 
diction, may by a unanimous vote of the former, present his peti- 
tion for advancement and membership to the latter. 

Rejection and Renewal. 

(87) Sec. 8. Should a petitioner for the Council degrees be 
rejected, he shall not again apply under six months from the time 
of his rejection, nor for the next two years to any other Council 
than the one rejecting him, without the unanimous consent of 
said Council. 

Super-Excellent Degree. 

(88) Sec. 9. The degree of Super-Excellent Master is here- 
by made a regular degree of the Council work of the State of 
Michigan, and the ritual of the degree published by the Grand 
Council is to be used, and the degree must be conferred or com- 
municated before the candidate can sign the by-laws and be en- 
titled to the full rights and benefits of Council membership. 

It shall be the duty of the Thrice Illustrious Master of each 
Subordinate Council in this Grand Jurisdiction to see that each 
member of such Council has had the degree of Super-Excellent 
Master either conferred or communicated upon him before the 
first day of January, 1910. After that date all members of Sub- 
ordinate Councils shall be considered Super-Excellent Masters and 
be entitled to all the rights and benefits thereof as fully as though 
the degree had been conferred. 

ARTICLE XI. 
BALLOTING. 

Section i. Who can vote and how. 

2. A single ballot for the degrees. 

3. Collective ballot. 

4. No postponement of ballot. 

5. Objection to advancement. 

Who Can Vote and How. 

(89) Section i. None but members in good and regular stand- 
ing can vote for the conferring of degrees, or for the admission 
of members, and that must be by ballot, which must be inviolably 
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secret; no one has the right to reveal the color of his ballot, 
neither has any one any right to question him thereon. 

One Ballot for all Degrees. 

(go) Sec. 2. There shall be but one ballot for the several 
degrees conferred in the Council, and unless unanimously in favor 
of the candidate he cannot be admitted or advanced; but if only 
one black ball appears, the Master may order another ballot to 
avoid a possible mistake, after which, however, he must declare 
the result at once, whatever it may be. 

CoUectiye Ballot. 

(91) Sec. 3. It is permissible to spread the ballot on candi- 
dates collectively, provided it is announced that should any com- 
panion object to so doing, he may cast a black ball on the first 
ballot, and the box will then be passed singly on each candidate. 

No Postponement of Ballot. 

(92) Sec. 4. After a ballot has been ordered it cannot be 
postponed; neither can it be reconsidered; and a ballot must be 
had on every petition after it shall have been referred to a com- 
mittee and reported; provided the Council has jurisdiction and 
the applicant is eligible. 

Objections to Advancement. 

(93) Sec. 5. Should objection be made to the advancement 
of a candidate after he shall have received one of the Council 
degrees, it shall be the duty of the Master to order the Companion 
so objecting to file written charges forthwith, and the Council 
shall proceed to investigate said charges, and if same shall not 
be proven, the degrees shall be conferred upon said Companion 
as if no charges had been made; but should charges be proven, 
then the Companion may be further advanced only as provided for 
under Section 8, Article X, of this Constitution. 

Provided, In- case the Companion making the objection shall 
neglect or refuse to file charges and specifications within thirty 
days, then in such case, the Council may proceed to confer the 
degrees the same as if no objection had been made. 

ARTICLE XII. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Section i. Constitution, how amended. 

2. Repeal of all previous constitutions, etc. 
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Constitution, How Amended. 

(94) Section i. Amendments to this constitution may be pro- 
posed in writing at any regular convocation of the Grand Council, 
and if adopted by a two-thirds vote of the Grand Council they 
shall become a part of this constitution; and such action may be 
had without previous notice. 

Repeal of Previous Constitutions. 

(95) Sec. 2. All constitutions or parts of constitutions, edicts 
or resolutions, and all by-laws and rules of order heretofore adopted 
by this Grand Council, inconsistent with this constitution, are here- 
by repealed. 
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BY-LAWS AND RULES OF ORDER 

OF THE 

Grand Council Royal and Seledl Makers 

OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN. 



Clothing. 

(96) I. Officers and members of the Grand Council must be 
clothed with their appropriate badges and aprons. 

Past Officers' Jewels. 

(97) All officers who have, by vote of the Grand Council, 
received jewels, are required to wear them during their attendance 
on the Grand Council. 

Committees. 

(98) The Grand Master appoints all special committees of 
three. Larger committees are appointed by the Grand Council 
unless otherwise ordered by the Grand Council. A list of the 
members is furnished by the Grand Recorder for the use of the 
Grand Master. 

Committee Reports and Compensation. 

(99) The Committees on Finance, Jurisprudence, Obituaries, 
and Foreign Correspondence report at the ensuing assembly of 
the Grand Council. The duties of other committees terminate with 
the session, unless otherwise ordered by vote of the Grand Council. 
Committeemen appointed at one session and required to report at 
a subsequent session of the Grand Council shall receive the same 
per diem as other members, provided that they shall not be paid 
both as such committeemen and as representatives or otherwise. 

Visitors. 

(100) No Companion shall be permitted to sit in this Grand 
Council as a visitor, without unanimous consent. 

8 
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Resolutions. 

(loi) All resolutions shall be reduced to writing. 
Debating More Than Once. 

(102) No member shall speak more than twice upon the 
same subject, without permission. 

Disorder. 

(103) If any member of this Grand Council shall be guilty 
of disorderly behavior, he shall, for the first offense, be called 
to order; for the second, reprimanded by the presiding officer; 
and for the third, he shall be suspended from a seat in this Grand 
Council during the pleasure of the same. 

Decisions on Questions. 

(104) All questions of order are to be decided by the presiding 
officer. 

Addressing Presiding Officer. 

(105) When a Companion speaks, he shall rise and remain 
standing, addressing himself to the Grand Master, and shall not 
be interrupted except on a point of order. 

Motions During Debate. 

(106) When a motion is under debate, no motion shall be 
entertained, except to adjourn, lay on the table, to indefinitely 
postpone, commit or to amend; and these motions shall take pre- 
cedence in order in which they are herein named. 

Division of Question. 

(107) Any member may call for a division of the question 
when the same will admit it. 

Motion Changing Subject. 

(108) A motion that entirely changes the subject matter of 
the original motion shall not be entertained as an amendment to 
or substitute for the motion under debate. 

Reconsideration. 

(109) No one, except he who voted with the majority, shall 
be allowed to move for a reconsideration. In this connection, the 
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word majority shall apply to the vote by which the question was 
first decided. 

Withdrawal of Motion. 

(no) After a motion has been stated by the Grand Master, 
it becomes the property of the Grand Council, but may be with- 
drawn at any time previous to amendment unless objected to by 
a member. 

No Debate Till Stated. 

(in) There shall be no debate upon any question after it 
has been put by the Grand Master. 

Language. 

(112) All communications, motions and resolutions shall be 
couched in respectful language. 

Interruptions. 

(113) When the Grand Master is addressing the Grand 
Council, or a Companion speaking to a question, they shall not 
be interrupted by other members talking or passing between the 
speaker and the chair. 
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ANNUAL REVIEW 

OF 

CRYPTIC MASONRY 

AS IT APPEARS 
IN THE PRINTED PROCEEDINGS. 



PREPARED BY 

Chari,e:s a. Conove:r, Grand Recorder. 



INTRODUCTION. 

To the Cryptic Masons of Michigan: 

On account of the extra large size of our proceedings 
last year by reason of the extra Historical matter accom-^ 
panying the celebration of the first half-century of our exist-^ 
ence as a Grand Council, I shall endeavor to shorten up this 
report this year, although for one thoroughly steeped in a 
love and admiration for the Rite it is sometimes a difficult 
thing to be brief. If perchance I should linger longer than 
you think I should over some particularly interesting pro- 
ceedings, I trust you will attribute it to the best of motives 
on my part and not to any intention of mine to bore you. 



ALABAMA, 1908. 

The 71st annual was held in Montgomery, November 30th, 
1908. Michigan's representative, Robert W. Southerland, 
was present. 

The Grand Master in his address said: 

The past year has been one of unusual quiet. The financial panic 
and political agitation has drawn away active interest from the 
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Craft and the work of the Council has consequently suffered. This 
inactivity caused me to abandon my intention of visiting each sub- 
ordinate council, being afraid the results would not justify the 
efforts; I have, therefore, had to forego the pleasure of meeting 
the companions throughout the State. 

However, we have grown a little, and the influence of our 
beloved Rite has spread, at least, a little way and we can find 
comfort in the thought that: 

"The smallest effort is not lost; 
Each wavelet on the ocean tossed. 
Aids in the ebb-tide or the flow; 
Each raindrop helps some flower to blow. 
Each struggle lessens human woe." 

It is a great pity that so many R. A. Masons neglect the Council 
degrees — a knowledge of them being essential to a thorough com- 
prehension of the symbols of Ancient Craft Masonry, which they 
.complete. And I would again urge the recommendation of one 
of our most distinguished P- G. Masters, George F. Moore, that 
the Grand Encampment K. T. be requested to make the Council 
degrees prerequisite to the order of Knighthood. 

A Committee was appointed to urge upon the Grand Com- 
mandery K. T. of Alabama the importance of making the 
Cryptic degrees a prerequisite to the Orders of Knighthood. 
You might just as well save your energy as the Grand Com- 
mandery has just about as much power to do it as the 
Grand Council has. It will never assume a dignity and 
command of respect until we make it something more than 
a "weak sister" that has got to be carried around on a 
pillow by the Grand Commandery. The Degrees must be 
taken off the "bargain counter" and clothed with proper 
dignity to give "value received" before we can assault the 
ramparts of the Grand Encampment with any possible hope 
of success. 

Our Grand Representative introduced the following reso- 
lution which was concurred in : 

Resolved, that a Committee of three be appointed to be known 
as a Committee on Work, whose duty it shall be to devise plans 
for reviving interest in Cryptic Masonry and to that end shall go 
or send representatives to such Councils now in existence, or 
hereafter established, and assist in conferring the several degrees 
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whenever said Councils have a sufficient number of candidates to 
defray the expense thereof, and, 

Be it further resolved, that this Committee, acting under the 
authority of this Grand Council shall be empowered to confer the 
degrees upon any class of candidates where the number justifies 
the expense, at a place other than where a local Council may 
be established; provided, however, that the candidates shall have 
been first elected by a regular Council, and that when said degrees 
are conferred, the newly initiated Companions shall become mem- 
bers of said regular Council that elected them, and that the fees, 
less the expenses, shall be turned over to said regular Council. 

Wai.te;r Smith, Tuscaloosa, Grand Master. 

George A. Bejauchamp, Montgomery, Grand Recorder. 



ARKANSAS, 1908. 

Another gem of the printer's art comes in the shape of 
the proceedings of the 46th annual assembly of the Grand 
Council of Arkansas, which was held November 20, 1908. 
Eleven Councils were represented. 

In his annual address, Grand Master Brown said : 

While we have not accomplished as much as we should have 
liked, and the Councils have not prospered as we had hoped they 
would, let us not be discouraged, for the ray of hope still lures 
us on to renewed energies and greater zeal. With this determina- 
tion let us combine our eflForts and see that every brother who is 
entitled to these degrees and who will, gets them, and make our 
Forty-Seventh Anniversary the banner year of its history, and 
place this Grand Jurisdiction in the front ranks of our Sister Grand 
Councils. The hand of avarice will not always prevail nor the 
greed of gold always be the theme upon which men will dwell, 
to the neglect of the higher and nobler things of life. But the 
time will come when man will seek his heavenly appointed sphere 
to know more of the relation between his soul and God, and then 
it will be that the beauty and splendor of these grand principles 
will become the goal for which men will strive, and its influence 
will throw a halo of such dazzling splendor throughout the earth 
that it will be bounded only by the outer circle of the globe, and 
then every man will call every man his brother. 

He noted the revival of the Grand Council of Texas and 
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extended a hearty welcome and the right hand of fellowship, 
as we Presbyterians say. Under the heading "Pleasantries" 
he said : 

I received an invitation to be present at the celebration of the 
Semi-Centennial Anniversary of Royal and Select Masters of Michi- 
gan, which took place in the city of Detroit on May i8th, 1908, and 
sent regrets. I later received a report which gave a glowing ac- 
count of the grand event that has added another laurel to the 
wreath worn by the Grand Jurisdiction of Michigan. 

The whole jurisdiction rejoice in the selection of our 
esteemed Companion and "Brother "Knight of the Quill," 
Fay Hempstead, as "Poet Laureate of Free Masonry" and 
the successor of Robert Burns and Robert Norris. The 
Grand Master was justified in saying: 

There is not a Mason in the State of Arkansas whose heart was 
not permeated with a feeling of pleasure at the great distinction 
conferred upon our most worthy Brother. The brothers whb have 
been instrumental in bringing about this coronation, honoring not 
only our distinguished Brother but the Fraternity and the State 
in which he. dwells, have endeared themselves to the Craft in ties 
that will never be forgotten; and we who know him best love him 
most, and know how eminently he is qualified to fill this high and 
exalted position. In him we have no fears ; for we know that when 
the luster has faded from the eye, and the heart, that has vibrated 
in unison with all things beautiful and sublime, shall be still; and 
the pen with which he has brilliantly inscribed his name upon the 
pages of our literature, shall fall from his pulseless hand, that the 
mantle of distinction which the Masons of America have draped 
around him, will descend to his successor in office as having been 
honorably, modestly and worthily worn by him. 

Companion Hempstead was presented and greeted with 
the Grand Honors. 

Grand Recorder Hempstead had to report six out of 
eighteen Councils delinquent on returns. Two Councils 
were granted charters and one was revived. The sum of 
$50 was appropriated for suitable representation at General 
Grand Council. 

The only mar to the beauty of the book of proceedings 
is the advertisement of some monument factory which is 
used as a memorial page for "The Fraternal Dead." 
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"Notes by Grand Recorder" are appended, being extracts 
from various sources on the history of our Rite and its 
degrees. 

DuRAND Whipple, Little Rock, Grand Master. 

Fay Hempstead, Little Rock, Grand Recorder. 



CALIFORNIA, 1908. 

The 48th annual assembly was held in San Francisco, 
April 20, 1908. William Monroe Petrie represented Michi- 
gan. 

Grand Master Norton reported a net gain of iiS, making 
2,125 members. He made a goodly number of visits to 
Councils. The Grand Lecturer also accompanied him on 
some of them. 

A special appropriation of $500 was made for a reprint 
of the proceedings destroyed in the great fire. A fine half- 
tone cut of one California official Past Grand Master's jewel 
is shown. It is a work of art and cost the same as Michi- 
gan's, $50. 

James B. Merritt makes the annual review. Michigan for 
1907 is courteously noted. Of Grand Master McCloud's 
decisions he says: 

He decided that a Council may not confer the S. E. degree on a 
member of another Council without a request from such Council. 
There is no fault to be found with that, but he goes further, and 
adds: "In case of a 3 111. Master the S. E. degree can be con- 
ferred at any time, and by any Council." Now, on what meats 
are 3 111. Masters fed that they are entitled to privileges above the 
common herd? But Grand Master appears not to be sure of his 
ground, for he asks Grand Council to make a law to that effect. 
We hope they will not. 

• He also touches up the Obituary Committee a little : 

A Chairman of the Committee on Obituaries commences his re- 
port as follows: "It becomes our duty as worthy Knights of the 
Cross," etc. Now, as the S. V. was built by men of Gebal centuries 
before Knighthood was in flower this seems at least to be a slight 
anachronism. Besides, many worthy companions have conscientious 
objections to being styled "Knights of the Cross." Let us play in 
our own back yard. 
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Of the annual review he comments thus: 

Grand Recorder Conover presented a report on correspondence, 
83 pages long. If there is any kick coming he offers himself as 
the kickee, that is, if any dare become the kicker. An "Independent 
Sovereign*' himself, he thinks Comp. Barlow "real mean" to make 
"such a glaring distinction and then put the big bunch in the tail 
end." In other words, making the tail bigger than the dog. Which 
will do the wagging? 

After a careful reading of the report of Comp. Conover we can 
do no better than quote Comp. Stevenson, who says: "This Re- 
viewjer is careful, painstaking and writes an interesting report. 
His methods are systematic, aggressive and in- accord with the 
progressive character of the environment." 

William He;nry Gaynor, Los Angeles, Grand Master. 
Thomas Abraham Davies, San Francisco, Grand Re- 
corder. 



COLORADO, 1908. 

The fourteenth annual assembly was held in Denver, 
September 23, 1908, with a good representation. 

The Grand Representatives of twenty-one Grand Juris- 
dictions were present and were welcomed by the Grand 
Master. They were directed to convey the friendly greet- 
ings of that Jurisdiction to their several "dependencies." 
Michigan's performed his full duty at once. 

Grand Master Greenleaf, who is also editor of the "Square 
and Compass/' read a splendid report. He constituted a 
new Council at Leadville. His record of visitations to other 
Councils has but one to its credit, as he was not invited and 
in fact the Masters feared a lack of a quorum as their mem- 
bers were busy in mines and fields, and not wishing to force 
his presence upon them no visits were made to them. 

He invited Denver Council to exemplify the Super Excel- 
lent degree which I judge must have been after the idea 
of the work Boston Council showed us at the Triennial. No 
decisions were called for. Of the growth of the Rite he 
said : 

While in some of our Councils there is apathy and a lack of 
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enthusiasm, we are pleased to report that, as a whole, the outlook 
is encouraging. While there has been no rapid increase in mem- 
bership, yet there has been a steady and healthy growth. This is 
evidenced by the fact that we have made a net gain during the 
year of 57, making our present membership 648. 

Let us, then, take fresh hope and renew our efforts for the up- 
building of the Cryptic Rite in this Jurisdiction. Remember that 
those who omit, or pass by these degrees in their progress through 
Masonry, when they learn of their beauty and impressiveness, and 
that they are the key to, and the interpretation of, the mysteries 
of the Royal Arch, will be anxious to unite with us and acquire 
this additional light and knowledge. 

So long as there are seekers after truth, so long as we unfold 
the beauties of these degrees with impressiveness, so long shall 
we continue to grow, slowly, it may be, but steadily, and ever ad- 
vancing towards the goal of final and enduring success. 

The disbursements showed an excess over the receipts. 
Grand Recorder Foster presents a complete report. All 
Councils made reports and paid dues. 

The Finance Committee appropriated the sum of $100 for 
expenses of the Grand Master in attending the General 
Grand Council at Savannah. 

There is no annual review in these proceedings. 

George L. Sites, Denver, Grand Master. 

Ernest LeNeve Foster, Denver, Grand Recorder. 



CONNECTICUT, 1908. 

The 90th annual assembly was held in Hartford, May 13, 
1908. 
The Grand Master in opening his address said : 

The Grand Council of Connecticut is the oldest in the worlds 
and meeting as we are in our ninetieth Annual Assembly, with 
a membership that excels all other jurisdictions, in proportion to 
the Royal Arch Masons there in, is a condition upon which we 
may well congratulate ourselves, yet should it serve to incite a 
renewed zeal and a fuller determination to attain even greater 
results. 

Ninety years old and still young is the record on the mile- 
stones of the life of this Grand Council, the old mother 
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who nursed this now elderly Grand Council of Michigan 
in childhood and taught it how to walk and care for itself, 
and the lessons were well grounded for it has kept working on 
and on until now it has grown "bigger than Mamma," but up 
to last year no Grand Council could show a larger percentage 
of Chapter members who were Cryptic Masons than Con- 
necticut, which statistics show to be sixty per cent. Texas 
last year passed that as they have practically one hundred 
per cent. Michigan with thirty-three and one-third per cent, 
is above the average which is twenty-two and seven-tenths 
per cent. This could all be improved upon by the adoption 
of the "Texas System." Connecticut's success is due to the 
fact that a petition to the Commandery from one who is 
not a Select Master is frowned upon. Texas' success is 
due to the Chapter requirement of a petition for both Chapter 
and Council at one time. Now, ye philosophers and mal- 
contents, get busy. 

Companion Waldron, Grand Representative of Michigan 
was present at the annual assembly, yet not recorded in the 
list. 

A permanent Committee on Ritual was appointed to consist 
of four Past Grand Masters, and the Grand Master, the one 
oldest in service to retire each year to be succeeded by the 
Grand Master. This is an excellent arrangement. All mat- 
ters of ritual are to be referred to this Committee. 

A month after the annual assembly the venerable patri- 
arch of Masonry in Connecticut passed to a higher reward. 
John H. Barlow was Grand Secretary of Grand Lodge and 
had held the same position in Grand Chapter and Grand 
Council. He was one of the oldest writers of correspondence 
reports in the country. I had the pleasure of making his 
personal acquaintance at the General Grand Council in Bos- 
ton and found him a most lovable character. The "Cryptic 
Review" in the proceedings under consideration was his last. 
He evidently failed to receive Michigan's proceedings as they 
were later than usual on account of extra size. 

Stephen P. Goodsell, Winsted, Grand Master. 
James McCormick, Hartford, Grand Recorder. 
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ENGLAND AND WALES, ETC., 1908. 

The annual meeting was held in London, March 19, 1908, 
and was opened in "Ample" form. The Grand Representa- 
tive of Michigan was much in evidence as the Grand Re- 
corder. He said in his report : 

The Grand Lecturer has given his approval generally to those 
Councils he has visited, and the work of our active Councils has 
been performed with an amount of pains and care which reflects 
the highest amount of credit on those Brethren who have given time 
and trouble so cheerfully in the cause. It is most sincerely to be 
wished that a larger number of Royal Arch Masons would see fit to 
avail themselves of the privileges offered and afforded to them by 
becoming members of these beautiful and impressive degrees. 

The total number of registered Companions of the Royal Select 
and Super-Excellent Masters in England and Wales, &c., is now 
1,234, 

****** 

Our esteemed Correspondents in the various Grand Councils in 
the United States of America still continue to favour us with their 
welcome reports of proceedings, which are ample testimony ^o their 
increased prosperity, and to the zeal and harmony which animate 
their labours. 

He reports the death of James D. G. Dalrymple, Grand 
Master of the Grand Council of Scotland. This body is 
not on our list of exchanges and we did not know it was 
active. 

The sum of ten guineas was voted as "a small honor- 
arium'' as some acknowledgment, however small "of the 
services of the Grand Recorder." 

On receipt of a command from the M. I. Grand Master, 
whose name is not mentioned in the proceedings, the Grand 
Director of Ceremonies proclaimed : 

Be it known that Abraham Woodiwiss, Past Deputy Grand 
Director of Ceremonies of the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons, Past Grand Standard Bearer of the United 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, Provincial Grand Master 
of Master Mark Masons for Derbyshire, Knight Grand Cross of the 
United Orders of the Temple and Hospital, and Provincial Prior 
for the Counties of Nottingham, Leicester and Derby, Past Grand 
General and Knight Grand Cross of the Red Cross of Constantine, 
Past Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Council of Allied Masonic 
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Degrees, Grand Inspector General 33° in Charge of North Central 
District, is appointed and installed Deputy Grand Master of the 
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of England and Wales 
and the Colonies and Dependencies of the British Crown, whom 
may the Most High long preserve. 

The deputy then proceeded to appoint all the other Grand 
Officers. How different from a democracy. 

The; Eari, of Euston, M. I., Grand Master. 
Charles FitzGerald, Matier, Grand Recorder. 



GEORGIA, 1908. 

The 6sth annual was held in Macon, April 28, 1908, Com- 
panion Y. A. Wright representing Michigan. The Grand 
Master said in opening : 

No man is a true Mason who is simply clear of the books; the 
question is, what is the character of his heart ; has he a true Masonic 
heart, and what is such a heart? Is it not one that is inspired 
by the willingness to accept a life of service and perform the service 
incident to it. We may talk about love, talk about friendship, 
but, unless every man in the sound of my voice is willing to sub- 
ordinate his own selfish inclinations to the demand of true Masonic 
instinct, he has no right to be here; and because he is here, I 
assume and believe that whatever may be our joint and several 
frailties and shortcomings, that he has at heart the desire to help 

and serve others. 

* * * * * * 

Had there not been in Masonry the divine principle of truth, 
it would long since have perished from the earth. It is in itself 
a religion, a system of thought and conduct, binding man to God. 
It has been said that history, in all the long course of the centuries, 
nowhere reveals a city and scarcely a village where man has made 
his home, that did not contain some temple or altar for the wor- 
ship of God. The altar may have been rude in form, the worship 
may have been idolatrous and enveloped in clouds of superstition, 
but everywhere the heart of man yearned towards a power higher 
than himself, and sought and found in outward form some visible 
and tangible expression of that yearning. 

How fortunate that our noble Order of Masonry rests not only 
on the universal recognition of a God, but also on the everlasting 
Covenant of the True and Living God. Skeptics and atheists may 
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wrangle and dispute about details and dogmas, and scientific dis- 
coveries, but the pulsing heart of the great struggling mass of 
humanity will always demand its God, and Masonry will ever stand 
ready to minister in part that demand. 

The Grand Master constituted one Council, started one 
U. D. and restored the charter to one. He recommended an 
appropriation for entertaining the General Grand Council. 
Of the progress of the Rite in Georgia he said : 

Speaking of the slow progress of Cryptic Masonry in Georgia, 
Companions, did it ever occur to you that we ourselves are to blame 
for the certain amount of apathy that may exist? Do we turn the 
searchlight of desire in every nook and comer of our brain to make 
the Royal and Select Master interested and ambitious in his Council ? 
Do we take the trouble to inform the worthy Chapter Mason, that 
having had the Royal Arch degree conferred upon him does not 
complete his Masonic education? I am afraid we cannot accuse 
ourselves of being over zealous in our eagerness to do all that 
might reasonably be expected from us or as the grand object really 
deserves. 

J. C. Postb;i<i<, Savannah, Grand Master. 
W. A. WoLiHiN, Macon, Grand Recorder. 



ILLINOIS, 1908. 

The s6th annual assembly was held in Canton, September 
9, 1908. This jurisdiction met with a great loss in the 
death of that distinguished craftsman, Grand Recorder Gil 
W. Barnard. Of him the Grand Master said : 

It is with the deepest sorrow, that I announce the death of one 
of the brightest star«; in our Masonic constellation, our beloved 
and honored Grand Recorder, Gilbert W. Barnard, who passed 
away at his home in Chicago, June 19th last. Full of ripe knowl- 
edge in the laws and mysteries of Masonry, from the lowest to 
the highest degree, and always willing to share that knowledge 
with his brethem, no member of our craft will be missed more 
than he. With a heart as tender as that of a child in matters of 
sentiment, but as strong as that of a lion in matters of duty, he 
v/as both loved and respected by the Fraternity at large, at home 
and abroad. He has passed from our midst, but the results of his 
fruitful labor and earnest, busy life, still live and remain with 
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US, and must wield an influence for good throughout the endless 
cycles of Time. 

Companion George W. Warvelle was appointed the suc- 
cessor of Companion Barnard and the mantle could not have 
fallen upon more worthy shoulders, a man of eminent legal 
ability, a forceful writer and in every way a gentleman. 
May the craft have the benefit of his wide experience for 
many years to come. 

The Grand Master was very prolific with recommenda- 
tions along several lines. He wants to have a certificate of 
proficency issued to any Companion who passes a satisfactory 
examination by Committee on Work, that he. may be called 
upon by the Grand Master or Grand Lecturer to visit and 
instruct a Council desiring it and charge $3 per day and 
expenses. He thinks that until the officers of the country 
Councils are well posted, a complete outfit of paraphernalia 
and a trunk to carry it in, should be provided to be used 
when instructing Councils. He also wants the ritual revised, 
corrected and reprinted, and the inconsistencies harmonized. 
He also thinks the Super Excellent degree should be made 
a part of the work, and the minimum fee for the degrees 
be made $15. 

A reprint, of the proceedings from 1853 to 1870 was 
recommended. He thinks no Council should be charted 
until it has procured a full outfit of paraphernalia and fur- 
niture for doing the work. 

Grand Recorder Warvelle thinks that with the present 
rate of increase they will soon be the pfemier Grand Council 
of the world. You have got to go some to catch up with 
Texas. He reports 5,768 members distributed among 50 
Councils. 

The Committees on Obituaries devoted one and a half 
pages to our late lamented '^'Brother Hugh." 

The Grand Recorder has the whole run of the proceed- 
ings, furnishing the correspondence report and all. He 
opens the latter thus : 

Companions. — For the seventeenth time I am presenting to you 
a synopsis of the sayings and doings of the Cryptic World as ob- 
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served by me, and, as in f onfter years, I am also leavening the 
mass with a few of my own crude ideas, whims, caprices and 
opinions. Again I am compelled to beg your clemency for any 
shortcomings in the matter of jurisdictional reviews, and again I 
offer as my all-sufl&cient excuse for this seeming dereliction, the 
fact that I found nothing to engage my pen. Last year, as in 
many former years, the Grand Councils met, received perfunctory 
reports, elected officers and closed. The Grand Masters made the 
usual addresses, so similar in many respects, that one could almost 
imagine that they had been manufactured as regular stock by some 
Masonic Supply House and distributed to the several Grand Councils 
in blank, leaving the local details to be filled in by the officers. 
Keeping in mind what you have so often told me, I have not 
deemed it necessary to prepare abstracts of these addresses. 

He reviews Michigan for our semi-centennial year. Here 
is most of what he says of us : 

The volume under review is a bulky affair, comprising not only 
the minutes of the annual session, but also an excellent sketch of 
the Cryptic Rite in Michigan, from the pen of the talented Recorder, 
Comp. Charles A. Conover, and biographies of the Worthies who 
have guided its destinies for the past fifty years. These features 
of the book are valuable contributions to Cryptic History. 

The work of the year was not equal to that of the year pre- 
ceding, due, in some measure, to the fact that Michigan has in- 
creased its minimum fee, but the net gain is still very satisfactory 
and Michigan continues to occupy a conspicuous place in the van 
of the procession. 

Another "Honorary" Past Gfand Master was created. As I have 
frequently commented on this form of sham I pass the subject 
for the present. 

****** 

The volume under review is copiously illustrated. Most of the 
illustrations are portraits of those who have sat in the seats of 
the mighty, and candor compels us to say that, taken as a whole, 
the Michiganders are not a bad looking lot of men. 

Chester D. Clarkson, Peoria, Grand Master. 
George W. Warvelle, Chicago, Grand Recorder. 
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INDIANA, 1908. 

An excellent portrait of the new Grand Master, Charles 
N. Mickels, introduces us to the proceedings of the 53d 
annual assembly which was held in Indianapolis, October 
20, 1908. John W. Pottinger was there for Michigan. The 
jurisdiction met with a great loss in the death of Companion 
Martin H. Rice, Grand Treasurer, a prominent Mason and 
Masonic Journalist. Of him the Committee said: 

The pen that would indite the merited encomium loses its cun- 
ning in the overwhelming grief of the soul. In this, the first meet- 
ing of a Grand Body since the sad event of his death, the loss is 
more observed and the pain more poignant. His gentle presence, 
kindly counsel and fraternal handclasp will be sorely missed in 
this, the smallest assembly of the Craftsmen, among whom he was 
so well known and intensely loved. 

A new Council at South Bend had the distinction of greet- 
ing a larger number of Companions than any Council U. D. 
in the history of the Grand Council. The net gain of 501 
was the largest ever and the membership is now 5,456. 

The Grand Master expressed the opinion that one in- 
spector for both Grand Chapter and Grand Council would 
be an advantage and lessen the expense. The matter was 
referred to a joint committee who perfected such an arrange- 
ment whereby the Grand Council bore one-third of the ex- 
pense. 

Companion Henry W. Mordhurst, General Grand Re- 
corder and Committee on Correspondence reported on the 
new Grand Council of Texas thus : 

They furthermore find that the Grand Chapter of Texas has 
finally surrendered the Cryptic degrees which were turned over 
to it by a weak Grand Council in 1865, because the vast majority 
of Grand Councils have consistently refused to recognize its work 
as legitimate. At a convention held December 3, 1907, a new Grand 
Council was formed, or possibly an old Grand Council revived. 
The legality of said revival of a dormant Grand Council, or the 
organization of a new one by Companions who had been made 
Cryptic Masons by Chapter authority, is a subject requiring action 
by the General Grand Council of which this Grand Body is a 
loyal constituent; hence it is proper to wait until the National 
Body has set the seal of approval on the work of our Texas 
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Companions before taking any action in relation thereto by the 
Grand Council of Indiana, and before any exchange of Representa- 
tives is had. 

The rq)ort was concurred in and now Indiana must wait 
the movement of the machinery of the General Grand before 
it knows whether the Grand Council of Texas is a Grand 
Council or something else and it will be settled much as 
the very chairman of that Committee directs too. Bah! 
that is too much red tape for a Sovereign Grand Council 
like Michigan. 

In reviewing Michigan for 1908, Companion Mordhurst 
said: 

This is the State in which it is les majeste to criticise the acts 
of a Grand Body. At least the Grand Master of Masons ordered 
a Secretary to withdraw an article written by him finding fault 
with some of the laws passed by Grand Lodge, and the Secretary 
bowed meekly to the decree. All of which was rather tough on 
the Michigander. But isn't it the limit of intolerance? 

Warvelle, of Illinois, could have the time of his life by re- 
moving to Michigan. 

Now don't give out the impression that it was the Grand 
Master of the Grand Council that got mixed up in that 
unfortunate incident. It was the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge, and the Secretary in question did not bow so "meek- 
ly" as is intimated either. In fact, good, large, healthy 
sparks were flying in all directions for a time and threatened 
to start a great conflagration at any moment. 

Mordhurst quotes the opening of the review last year and 
says: 

He, therefore, being only a reporter, makes few comments, hence 
there is little to say in return. 

Now what do you think of that? And here I have been 
trembling in my shoes all the time for fear someone would 
"knock my block off." 

Charles N. Mickels, New Castle, Grand Master. 

Calvin W. Prather, Indianapolis, Grand Recorder. 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 ANNUAL REVIEW. 

INDIAN TERRITORY, 1908. 

This is the last time we can classify this body among the 
"I's" as next year it will probably move down to the "O's." 
The 14th annual was held in McAlester, April 22, 1908. Two 
Texas Companions were "healed" and seated. It will not 
be necessary to "heal" them any more. Thirteen Councils 
were represented. 

Grand Master Morrison said in opening: 

My Companions, I welcome you to the first annual assembly of 
our Grand Council in our fair young State of Oklahoma. 

Since last we met the old conditions have gone out of existence, 
w£ have commenced a new era and now instead of "The Twin 
Territories," we have the lusty young offspring of Uncle Sam, 
Oklahoma. 

Let us adapt ourselves to this new state of things and continue 
our labors even though they be more strenuous than ever, to the 
end that we may build up in this young State a Grand Council 
of which she may well be proud. 

Two Councils were constituted in the year, yet the Com- 
mittee on Returns felt that the Rite was not receiving the 
interest it deserved, but Grand Recorder Morrow is more 
optimistic, as he says: "But busier days are ahead. Cryptic 
Masonry will surely come to the front because its cause is 
just." 

They carried a balance of $379.77. 

Charles C. Kneisley writes the "Report on Correspon- 
dence" which is short, and not a review of individual States 
but general remarks. He says in passing : 

One report states the III. Grand Master delivered a "verbal ad- 
dress." Maybe that was received by his Grand Council with more 
pleasure than if it h^d been written and read carelessly, as is so 

often the case. Another Grand Council announces that 

33** is Grand Master. Is it not possible that this Grand Council 
still holds that the Royal and Select Masters' degrees remain under 
the control of a Supreme Council of the A. A. S. R., from which 
some of the Myth-makers wx)uld have us believe they come? 

After quoting several opinions on the origin of our Rite 
he sums up : 

In thus considering our origin and tracing our descent, we may 
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safely assert that our extraction is honorable, and compares favor- 
ably with any of the bodies that came into existence contempora- 
neously with us. We are not the illegitimate offspring of the 
Scottish or any other Rite, nor are our liturgies the side degrees 
of any system. Our inception may be traced by internal evidence 
to the Ancient York Rite, the mother of all speculative Masonry. 
Our birth was that of an independent organization, with no fealty 
or other incident of servitude to any foreign body. Our growth 
and development has been upon the lines of freedom that character- 
ize the York Rite, and distinguish it from all others. Our govern- 
ment is in consonance with the cherished principles of democratic 
equality first practiced by the Masonic Guild, while our symbolism, 
allegories and moral teachings complete and form perfect the 
Masonic system of the York-American Rite. 

He quotes Warvelle's German and French Traditions. 

Robe;rt H. Henry, Ardmore, Grand Master. 
Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka, Grand Secretary. 



IOWA, 1908. 

The ninth annual assembly was held in Waterloo, October 
6, 1908, and a fine steel engraving of Grand Master A. S. 
Lawrence forms the frontispiece of the proceedings of that 
event. 

A little yellow slip inserted reads thus : 

"This History hi Cryptic Masonry of Iowa, compiled by Past 
Grand Master W. F. Cleveland, under authority of the Grand Council 
of Royal and Select Masters of Iowa, neatly bound with stiff cover, 
can be obtained at the price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
copy. Contains Biographical sketches and portraits of Past Grand 
Masters." 

Now Companion Wingate, I think that is real mean of 
you to go to work and make us put up $1.25 for your little 
history of nine years when Michigan went and gave you 
a good history for fifty years in the State and from the 
origin in the United States and all for nothing, too. We 
publish it right in the proceedings and then donate a copy 
to your Masonic Library. Well ! if we were all alike there 
wouldn't be anything to talk about, would there ? 
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The Grand Master's address has a hopeful and uplifting 
tone: 

And turning from the realms of nature to the dominion of man, 
we find that here, too, notwithstanding the apparent bickerings and 
strife, the year that has past and gone has been marked by the 
strides of advancement and progress. Our beloved country has been 
at peace, and the attention of our people has been drawn to the 
cleansing and purifying of our body politic, and under the leader- 
ship of God-fearing statesmen, the moral conscience of our citizen- 
ship has been aroused as never before. The principle of the 
brotherhood of man has been forcibly recalled to our recollection, 
and the spirit and substance of the "square deal" for every man 
has compelled the attention of our lawmakers, our courts, and our 
judiciary. The merciless political grafter and the commercial thief 
and robber have been rebuked, punished, and held up to public 
scorn and ridicule as never before. A mighty wave of temperance 
and sobriety is sweeping over the land, the crest of which is reach- 
ing higher than ever before, and, in the providence of God, we 
hope and firmly believe that the day is not far distant when this 
wave will engulf and sweep away the last vestige of that damn- 
able traffic, which for so long has been a blot and canker upon 
the mental and physical welfare of our people. The flag of our 
nation, the emblem of our country, has been carried round the 
world, and, as its beauteous folds have been unrolled at the mast- 
head of our gallant ships as they proudly sailed into foreign ports, 
it was received with glad acclaim and shouts of welcome and of 
joy; was recognized and honored, not as the insignia of the con- 
queror, but as the emblem of a free and happy people who have 
attained to the proud eminence of the foremost nartion of the wjorld, 
by and through the recognition of the sublime truth that the Lord 

reigneth and a God-fearing nation will grow and prosper. 

The new, or rather, old, Grand Council of Texas was 
granted recognition and an exchange of representatives. 

The annual ^'Paternal correspondence" is by Companion 
W. F. Cleveland and covers 43 pages. He is the author of 
the aforesaid History of Cryptic Masonry in Iowa, but I 
guess I have said enough about that. The review is of our 
Semi-Centennial proceedings. He says: 

As we turn the pages and look upon the portraits of the Past 
Grand Masters of the Grand Council of Michigan for the past 
half century, the intelligence and strength of character that their 
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features indicate explains ihe high standing that Masonry enjoys 
not only in this jurisdiction but throughout the land. 

F. N. Fowler, Ames, Grand Master. 

Alfred Wingatk, Des Moines, Grand Recorder. 



KANSAS, 1908. 

Kansas celebrated its 40th anniversary, February 17, at 
Topeka. Thomas G. Fitch was on hand to look after Michi- 
gan's interests. Nine of the eleven Councils were repre- 
sented. 

A reception was tendered to the General Grand Captain 
of the Guard of the General Grand Council, Companion Ed- 
ward W. Wellington. My ! but it is lucky that there is not 
an organization or confederation of General Grand Councils 
as there is no prognosticating where the length of titles would 
lead to. 

The Grand Sentinel was absent from his post on account 
of serious illness and a committee was appointed to convey 
to him the love and sympathy of the Grand Council and a 
suitable floral offering. 

The Grand Master recommended that the charter of Hiram 
Council be revoked and Grand Recorder's certificates issued 
to its members and thus clear the register, but it was later 
transferred to a new location, Concordia. 

Grand Recorder Shaver reports a new Council added by 
dispensation. He recommends an appropriation of $25 for 
binding. Excellent portraits of the Grand Master and Grand 
Treasurer are shown. The financial report showed the dis- 
bursements to be well within the receipts and the Finance 
Committee suggested that the requirements be kept well 
within the limits. 

The Committee on Necrology made a very fine and beauti- 
fully written report. The Committee on Jurisprudence re- 
ported on delinquent Councils in favor of moral suasion 
instead of penalties, thus: 

That they have given due consideration to the recommendation 
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of the M. III. Grand Master relating to penalty on Councils for 
failure to report within the proper time. 

Your committee realize the annoyance to the Grand Officers in 
the failure of Councils to promptly send in their returns, but we 
believe the members of the Grand Council realize the importance 
of maintaining a pleasant relationship with this Grand Council, 
and we believe that it is unwise for the Grand Council to enact 
penalty legislation, and we recommend that it be the sense of this 
Grand Council thstt every Council in this jurisdiction manifest the 
true spirit of a Royal and Select Master by making every pos- 
sible effort to maintain a good standing in this Council by having 
all reports in the hands of the Grand Recorder promptly, and not 
later than February ist. 

Companion Shaver makes his last report on Correspond- 
ence. He reviews Michigan for 1907 and quotes liberally 
from Grand Master McCloud's address. Of our action on 
federation with the General Grand Council he says : 

Grand Recorder Conover, as chairman of the committee appointed 
at last Annual to visit the General Grand Council, presented a very 
complete report, ending with the recommendation that no con- 
solidation be effected. This recommendation was adopted, so Michi- 
gan still stays out in the cold. 

A large amount of routine business was transacted. 

' This is his "Final Word:" 

We have come to the end of what will undoubtedly prove to 
he our last Report on Cryptic Correspondence, for although our 
Crand Master very kindly continued us as chairman of the com- 
mittee, we were obliged to ask to be relieved for the reason that 
we do not believe we will be in a position at the end of the year 
to undertake the work. 

To the Craft of Kansas and to our colleagues in the Southeast 
comer and at the Round Table we desire to express our gratitude 
for the kindness and courtesy ever extended to us. 

We shall greatly miss Companion Shaver as he was an 
excellent reporter and a fine gentleman. We wish him 
success. 

W11.1.IAM Frank March, Lawrence, Grand Master. 

Albert K. Wii^son, Topeka, Grand Recorder. 
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KENTUCKY, 1908. 

Portraits of both the retiring and incoming Grand Mas- 
ters form the frontispieces of the pamphlet of proceedings 
of the Grand Council of Kentucky, which met in Louisville, 
October 19, 1908. 

Companion John T. Kincaid presided. He reports no 
deaths in the official ranks. Answers to a circular sent to 
the Councils showed a surprising lack of interest, he said, 
but all "promised" to go to work and do better. He was 
one of the few Kentucky Companions who accepted the in- 
vitation of Cincinnati (Ohio) Council, No. i, to witness 
the new rendition of the Super Excellent degree. The seed 
sown at the General Grand Council by the grand presentation 
of this degree by Boston Council is bearing fruit all over the 
country, and how could this have been accomplished without 
a General Grand Council meeting to bring the various repre- 
sentatives tc^ether ? Of this degree the Grand Master said : 

I have requested Hiram Council U. D., of Louisville, the youngest 
Council but one in the State, to confer the Super Excellent Degree 
before Grand Council this evening, and I am sure you will wit- 
ness it with pleasure and profit 

You will notice some additions to this degree, suggested by the 
practice in Massachusetts arid Ohio, by introducing Jeremiah the 
Prophet as in the former State — ^but it is not the same work as will 
be used tonight ; and presenting Nebuchadnezzar similar to the work 
used in Ohio. 

I esteem these additions most appropriate in supplying needed 
ceremonials, which add materially to the beauty and completeness of 
this historic degree. 

I rcfcommend the adoption of both scenes as a part of the Super 
Excellent degree. 

He feels that after all is said there is much cause for hope 
for a bright future. After appointing new Grand Repre- 
sentatives he said: 

I sincerely hope that these newly appointed Companions will 
not, like the majority of Grand Representatives, be found "sleeping 
at their posts, with their pens fallen from their nerveless hands." 

Dispensations were issued to three new Councils. The 
need is felt for some system of inspection. The Grand Mas- 
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ter recommended that the rituals be receipted for in the 

annual returns after the practice adopted here in Michigan. 

The recent action of the Grand Chapter and Council of 

Texas had set the cryptic world to thinking as witness this : 

As in Kentucky, the Grand Chapter of Texas took charge of the 
Council degrees, and practically every Texas Royal Arch Mason 
also became a Select Master. When the Grand Council of that 
State wais rehabilitated, its constituents — so to speak — ^numbered 
12,000, making it the largest Grand Council in the world. It is 
necessarily independent or sovereign. For their mutual good the 
Grand Chapter and the Grand Council entered into an agreement 
by which the fees of the former for dispensations and charters 
were reduced from $100 to $75 — that without extra cost — Councils 
might also be established, and a petition for a new Chapter is to 
be accompanied by a petition for a Council, which petition and 
fee are turned over to the Grand Recorder. A Council was estab- 
lished near every Chapter, and petitioners for the Chapter degrees 
are required at the same time to petition for the Council degrees, 
and deposit the fees ($5) therefor. As soon as the candidate 
receives the Ro3^al Arch degree, his petition and fee are turned 
over to the Council. Those who have petitioned the Chapters paid 
for the degrees (including the Royal and Select Master's) are to 
receive the latter in the rehabilitated or new Councils, the Chapters 
paying the fees which they had received. Thus the two bodies 
will be of mutual assistance in the upbuilding and maintaining 
of these branches of Masonry. 

In the United States, Council membership is 30 per cent, of Chapter 
membership ; in Texas, it is practically 100 per cent., but in Kentucky 
it is less than 6 per cent. — to our discredit ! 

We cannot hope to leap at once from so low an average to be- 
come a rival in such a great achievement as has been accomplished 
in the "Lone Star State," but we can do much, and hope for greater 
things by harmony and united efforts, if w£ will make a beginning 
and push it along. 

That is right. Don't wait for the Grand Commanderies 
to act, but get the Grand Chapter interested. Kentucky 
started the ball rolling by adopting the report of a joint 
committee which provides that the Grand Chapter shall 
amend its constitution to conform to the Texas plan and 
when a new Chapter is organized a new Council shall 
at once be started. A petition for the Chapter degrees shall 
include a petition to the Council and the fee therefor paid at 
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the same time. It is' further provided that each Chapter 
member not now a member of the Council shall have the 
degree for $2 if applied for within two years. The fee for a 
Council dispensation where Chapters now exist shall be $5, 
We will all watch this move of Kentucky with as much 
interest as Texas as it is a more difficult problem to solve. 

Companion H. B. Grant announces himself as "Reporter 
of doings of other Grand Councils" but he fails to "report." 

W11.LIAM E. Board, Paris, M. I. Grand Master. 
He:nry B. Grant, Louisville, Grand Recorder. 



MAINE, 1908. 

The 54th annual assembly was held in Portland, May 6, 
1908. Sixteen Councils were represented. Michigan's 
Grand Representative has gone to live in New York. 

The Grand Master introduced his annual address with 
these words : 

While our Grand Council is the youngest Masonic body of the 
York Rite in Maine, good progress and material advancement has 
been made in correctly interpreting the beautiful in our Ritual. 
In no branch of Masonry has the improvement been so marked, 
and we may well add in no branch was it so much needed as in 
the Cryptic degrees. We are pleased to note after visiting every 
Council in Maine, and witnessing the entire work conferred in all 
but one of the existing Councils, that these degrees are gradually, 
but surely taking the place which their Masonic and historical 
importance demands; for none will deny the beauty of the Cryptic 
branch of Masonry, a knowledge of which is necessary to fully 
comprehend and understand all the teachings through which we 
have previously passed. I have been troubled to observe in some 
few Councils the interpolation of ceremonies entirely foreign 
either to the letter or to the spirit of the Ritual sanctioned by law, 
practices indulged in by thoughtless Companions without evil in- 
tent, who have not bestowed sufficient study upon the characters 
they seek to represent to properly appreciate the lessons sought to 
be conveyed, while in other Councils the improvement has been 
so marked as to be a real source of pleasure to the visiting offi- 
cer, whose duty it has been to note the change for the better. 
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He congratulated the Grand Council of Texas and ex- 
tended cordial and fraternal greetings without asking per- 
mission of the General Grand Council. My ! what a breach 
of subordination. 

Grand Recorder Berry produced another one of those 
"concentrated" reports of his. It took four lines to report 
his year's doings. 

The Jurisprudence Committee found the constitution pro- 
vided that the fees should be ten dollars and as this was a 
fair amount recommended no change. 

The correspondence report is by Companion Albro E. 
Chase. He reports Michigan proceedings not received. This 
was on account of the extra large size and additional work 
which caused an unusual delay in their publication. 

CoNVERS E. Leach, Portland, Grand Master. 
Stephen Berry, Portland, Grand Recorder. 



MARYLAND, 1908. 

The 35th annual assembly was held at Baltimore, Novem- 
ber 18, 1908. 

A fine half-tone of Charles McDonald, Jr., Grand Principal 
Conductor of the Work, who died during the year, is the 
frontispiece. The Grand Council ?ilso lost a veteran worker 
in the death of Companion James W. Bowers, Grand Re- 
corder. He had been an invalid for several years, the result 
of a fall; but never lost interest in his Masonic work and 
continued to perform his duties as Grand Recorder, to the 
end. 

Grand Master Dukehart reports the promulgation of the 
Super Excellent degree, but is unable to report yet as to the 
wisdom of the move on account of the delay in issuing 
rituals. 

The new Grand Council of Texas was recognized and 
representatives exchanged. From the reading of a consti- 
tutional amendment one would guess that a move was on 
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to raise the fees for the degrees from $5 to $10. The Grand 
Master was retained in the corps of officers as Grand Lec- 
turer. 

Companion Carter makes the correspondence report in 
which he states that he has received and examined the usual 
proceedings. He devotes two of his four pages of report 
to Warvelle's German and French translation as to the 
origin of our Rite, and another page to Texas. Michigan's 
semi-centennial proceedings were reviewed, but there was 
no comment, notwithstanding they were the largest and most 
complete of any published that year. 

Graham Dukehart, Baltimore, Grand Master. 

GusTAV A. EiTEL, Baltimore, Grand Recorder. 



MASSACHUSETTS, 1907. 

A special assembly was held in Springfield, March 9th, 
1907, for the purpose of exemplifying the degrees. 

The annual assembly was held December 11, 1907. They 
are very deliberate in publishing the proceedings as they 
were not received until September 10, 1908. Companion E. 
A. Holton represented Michigan. 

J. Albert Blake, Grand Principal Conductor of the Gen- 
eral Grand Council, was welcomed and received with the 
grand honors. Grand Recorder Waite reports 7,289 mem- 
bers. The per capita dues were fixed at ten cents and an 
annual fee for each Council of five dollars if sent on time, 
but if not then it is to be ten dollars. The jurisdiction was 
fixed at the Council most convenient to the residence of the 
applicant, and with permission he can apply to any other 
Council. I fear such a regulation may occasion much con- 
fusion. 

Grand Master Crandon said: 

We must grow stronger or weaker, year by year; it is our duty 
not only to improve in quality of work and in amount and quality 
of membership, if possible, but in our financial standing and in 
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provision for the future. I realize the difficulties peculiar to many 
of our Councils, the small fees and necessarily small annual dues 
which many feel obliged to require, the limitation of our field of 
growth to those who genuinely love Masonry and appreciate the 
helpfulness, to broader Masonic usefulness and enjoyment, of our 
Rite. Yet we have made such distinct gain in late years, our Coun- 
cils are growing so well in nearly all cases, that I feel it my 
solemn duty earnestly to urge constant attention to the upbuild- 
ing of financial strength, to careful consideration of the subjects 
of income and expense and of provision for future needs when 
amount of work and of receipts may slacken, yet the calls on our 
Councils for charity may increase. 

The Councils were divided among the first three Grand 
Officers for visitation. Here is a decision on a nice point : 

My decision was asked as to just what constitutes the propo- 
sition of a candidate. This involves more than seems apparent 
at first, but the idea was : does the possession by the Thrice 
Illustrious Master, or the Recorder, of an applicant's paper, duly 
signed, constitute a proposition for the degrees? My decision 
was that all applications must be read in open Council and the 
Recorder is the person to receive them and the fees with them; 
the Recorder should read the application in open Council and due 
record should be made of the same. In the event of dispensa- 
tion for voting on candidates not so proposed, full record, with copy 
of the dispensation, should be made. In short, applications should 
be read in open Council, stand over to the next regular assembly, 
be notified to all members, and due record should be made of 
their reception, reading, committees appointed, and action talcen 
thereon. 

This jurisdiction has added to its ritual complete lectures 
for the several degrees. In place of written rituals the 
Grand Master recommended a printed ritual issued by the 
Grand Council. They do not believe in rotation in office but 
retention. A traveling card was authorized and the Grand 
Master and Recorder made a Committee to prepare plate for 
printing them. 

Companion Waite gives Michigan for 1907 three and a 
half pages of his space. He quotes liberally from the Grand 
Master's address and other reports. Of the annual review 
he says: 

It shows throughout his careful reading of the several volumes 
before him. Massachusetts, 1905, receives fraternal notice. The 
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system of exemplification finds favor. He sees a close second 
to Boston Council in Monroe, No. i, of Detroit. Well, Old Boston 
sends greetings to Monroe and will doflf her hat as she passes by. 
No hard feelings over a thing like that. 

There are no hard feelings in our Council v^ork any- 
where. 

Edwin S. Crandon, Cambridge, Grand Master. 
J. Oilman Waite, Boston, Grand Recorder. 



MINNESOTA, 1908. 

The 39th annual was held in Minneapolis, October 12, 
1908. All Councils but two represented. George Forsyth 
was there for Michigan. 

One Grand Representative, A. B. King, of New York, 
wrote the Grand Master he had held a commission from Min- 
nesota for 32 years and that he had not missed a meeting of 
the Grand Council in that time. This is certainly a very 
remarkable record. 

Grand Recorder Fishel reports 1,104 members, a gain of 
102 ; 124 were greeted. 

Although the committee on correspondence reported that 
their report was practically ready the Grand Recorder was 
obliged to go to press without the full report and print what 
he had. It is most discouraging to have to hold up the 
printing of proceedings for weeks and sometimes months 
just waiting on someone's slow motions in furnishing a report 
and that one missing report blocks the whole game. 

Only routine business was transacted. 

Companion A. P. Swanstrom addressed Grand Council 
regarding the General Grand Council and urged all Com- 
panions to attend. This is the Companion who gave Michi- 
gan the kind invitation to attend the last one when he was 
Oeneral Grand Master. 

In the evening Minneapolis Council conferred the degrees 
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and a bountiful supper was served by ladies of the Eastern 
Star. 
Michigan failed to get into the report on correspondence. 

Albert Bush, Minneapolis, Grand Master. 
John Fishei., St. Paul, Grand Recorder. 



MISSISSIPPI, 1908. 

The good natured countenance of John S. Brooks, Deputy 
Master, is the leading illustration in the 53d annual pro- 
ceedings. 

Joseph J. Brooks, Michigan's "Plenipotentiary" was there 
also. Thirty out of 46 Councils were represented. 

The Grand Master offered an apology thus : 

First, the excessively bad weather in the spring, almost all over 
the State, which discouraged every enterprise, then the panic in the 
fall, which paralized every avenue of business and with it every- 
thing else. Some say it has come to an end, many of us can't 
see the end, and are inclined to inquire which end. Under all the 
unfavorable circumstances we should congratulate ourselves that 
our Councils, Chapters and Lodges have been able to maintain 
their existence. Some have made progress for which we should 
feel proud and thankful. So we must spur our nerve and work 
the harder, especially as we have undertaken the task of the Masonic 
Home, which some brethem, good and true Masons, thought was 
unwise to begin now. We have it now under way, really estab- 
lished, as many of us thought the best plan, even if started on a 
small scale. Now that we have it begun, having taken hold of 
the plow, we cannot turn back but must maintain it. I recommend 
a donation commensurate with the means of the Grand Council. 
There can be no better disposition of our funds and every economy 
should be practiced to add to that fund. 

The physical condition of the Grand Master also prevented 
visits to Councils as desired. 

The Councils were revived to activity. 

The following report of Grand Recorder Speed is char- 
acteristic of him : 

All of our Councils with a few exceptions, manage so as to 
make their returns and pay their dues with sufficient frequency 
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to save their Charters, that is to say bi-annually or tri-annually, 
and a large percentage of them are regular and prompt in mak- 
ing their settlements with the Grand Recorder, but there are a 
number of them, which have not made returns nor paid dues in 
several years and it is worth while considering whether we ought 
not to make an arrangement with the Grand Lecturer of tlie Grand 
Chapter to visit them and ascertain whether the seeds of life exist in 
them and if not that they may have their Charters taken from 
them. There are some, however, which neither belong to the bi- 
ennial nor triennial class, which I do not think it is within the power 
of any man to resuscitate. These should be expunged. However, 
three of our old Councils, which no one ever believed would come 
to life again were revivified by Companion Sadler during the 
past year and are now flourishing "like a green bay tree planted 
by the water's side." The moral of this is, that we ought not to 
be too insistent in dealing with our delinquents. 

His salary was raised from $ioo to $300 and he deserves 
it too. He was also authorized to purchase new regalia for 
the Grand Council. 

OiviVER Lee McKay, Meridian, Grand Master. 
Frederick Speed, Vicksburg, Grand Recorder. 



MISSOURI, 1908. 

The 43d annual was held at Springfield, April 28, 1908. 
George T. Burnham, Grand Master, whose portrait appears, 
presided. 

He congratulated the craft on the peace and harmony 
which prevailed and that the financial receipts were the great- 
est in their history. They were plunged into mourning over 
the death of their Grand Treasurer, Noah M. Givan, also 
Past Grand Master Stubblefield and Past Grand Recorder, 
William H. Mayo, who served for twenty-six years. 

A new Council at Centralia was organized and had pro- 
vided themselves with suitable robes and paraphernalia. 

Grand Recorder Stevenson made a full and detailed re- 
port. He shows 1,683 members, net gain 203. He said : 

Appreciating the value of the card-index system, I am impressed 
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to renew the recommendation made last year that if the Grand 
Council will provide the cards and cases I will undertake to do 
the work as opportunity permits. 

The Grand Council certainly ought to accept such a gen- 
erous offer as that. They will never regret it. Only two 
returns were received in the statutory time. The Committee 
on Necrology made a very lengthy report and the subjects 
were fully worthy of it. 

Jewels were voted to the remaining seven Past Grand 
Masters who had not been supplied. One hundred dollars 
was appropriated for the card-index system. 

Trolley cars and fifty automobiles furnished an entertain- 
ing and enjoyable sight-seeing trip to the visiting repre- 
sentatives. 

Grand Recorder Stevenson is also the "Reviewer" and 
Michigan for 1907 comes under his attention. He says: "The 
Grand Recorder does some shouting in camp meeting," over 
the change in fees and interest in the Rite and as an antidote 
for late returns he suggests this : 

There is only one way of securing returns by a fixed date» and 
that is to cut off the mileage and per diem of the representative 
when the failure occurs. Enforcement rigidly of this penalty is 
found to be effectual. 

He thinks Grand Lecturer Maynard was the right man 
in the right place. On the General Grand Council subject 
he says : 

There was presented a very comprehensive and exhaustive report 
on the matter of affiliation with the General Grand Council, which 
narrated the varied action of the Grand Council through a period 
of years and the nail which clinched the lid holding Michigan in 
the box appeared in the last clause: 

"With this exposition of the whole subject, we recommend that 
this report be printed in the proceedings and no further action 
taken." 

Submission to the will of a majority must have actuated Com- 
panion Conover in signing such a report, but why not a minority 
report and fight for opinion's sake? It would have secured a ' 
fairness in the debate which the report considered did not give. 

The historical summary shows Michigan in the anomalous 
position of accepting any aid that will prevent disintegration of a 
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prosperous condition while unwilling to lend its influence in the 
extension to others of similar assistance. 

That this is a justifiable conclusion, compare the action of the 
Grand Council in .1879 and its resolutions affirmed in 1883, when 
the "merger" leaven became manifest within its bailiwick, with the 
report of the Committee of 1887, which reads: 

"Our Grand Council having proved sufficient in all things and 
at all times for us, we can but recommend the same kind of a 
guiding hand to our sister states. The General Grand Council 
for us, we believe, would be a piece of useless and expensive 
machinery." 

Michigan is not alone. There are others which have no faith 
in the sententious precept "united we stand, divided we fall," so 
that one may in the language of Prior, inquire: 

"Now shine these planets with substantial rays, 
Does innate lustre gild their measured days?" 

He treats the annual review thus : 

As these are set in eight-point instead of ten-point the pages 
are made to contain more matter. It is largely what Companion 
Warvelle of Illinois terms "reporting," and comments when 
made are extremely conservative, permitting a skim, rather 
than necessitating a reading. We note that in common with most 
of the reviewers, he appreciates proceedings that have something 
in them and gives them more space and time. The reviewers in 
most cases receive a passing notice, courteous and generally ap- 
proving, but they are unable. to determine from what is said whether 
they have succeeded in making an impression. 

Missouri had generous treatment and has no cause to be in the 
kicking humor, even though her reputation for fine mules would 
indicate such characteristic. 

The report is dignified with a head, but no tail, and in it appears 
the reason for want of more copious comment: 

"Oftentimes the fellow quoted can say it better than I can, 
and his words are all that are necessary." 

The compliment surely merits appreciation. 

Now, Companion Stevenson, get off that Missouri mule 
or you will soon become infected with his kicking propensi- 
ties. I have found some of the reviewers who were very 
sensitive about having old sores scratched over and the 
disease aggravated so I am careful not to bear on too hard. 

Thomas A. Milburn, Kansas City, Grand Master. 

Robert F. Stevenson, St. Louis, Grand Recorder. 
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NEBRASKA, 1908. 

The 29th annual assembly was held at Omaha, December 
16, 1908. Thirteen of the twenty-two Counf:ils were repre- 
sented. 

The Grand Master fraternally notes our loss in the death 
of "Our Hugh." The Rite is progressing in Nebraska as 
two Councils were constituted and one started on the road 
by a dispensation. 

Grand Recorder White reports a membership of 1,396, 
a gain of 186. The cash balance on hand shows a reduction 
of $200 over last year, yet there does not seem to be any 
of them going into hysterics over it. This amendment to 
the constitution was adopted: 

"All Companions who were members in good standing of Councils 
at the time they cease to exist, are required to take dimits from 
the Grand Council within six months from the time the Councils 
become extinct. Upon their failure to apply for dimits as above 
required, the Grand Council, at the following annual assembly, 
shall declare them suspended from all the rights and privileges 
of Cryptic Masonry. 

When Councils become extinct, the Grand Recorder shall, as 
soon thereafter as convenient, send a notice to the last known ad- 
dress of each member, notifying him of the above provisions of the 
law, and report to the Grand Council the names of all those who 
remain on our rolls as former members of extinct Councils." 

Companion Charles J. Phelps makes the annual review. 
Michigan for 1908 was fraternally reviewed in half a page. 
Frederick J. Schaufelberger, Hastings, Grand Master. 
Francis E. White, Omaha, Grand Recorder. 



NEW HAMPSHIRE, 1908. 

The 42nd annual was held in Concord, May i8th. Henry 
L. Sanderson, Grand Representative for Michigan, was ab- 
sent. Thirteen of fifteen Councils were represented. 

The Grand Master reported that nothing unusual had hap- 
pened and that the Councils were mostly active. The first 
three officers each took five Councils to visit and inspect. 
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Grand Recorder Woodbury came in for a share of merited 
praise and the Grand Master promises to always maintain 
an interest in the work. The membership is 2,069, increase 
105. 

Fearing one Grand Chaplain would not be sufficient or 
else having one more minister than they knew what to do 
with the constitution was amended providing for two Grand 
Chaplains. 

The usual jewel was presented to the retiring Grand 
Master and then "Dinner" was announced, which imme- 
diately closed Grand Council. 

Joseph Emerson Robin presents the correspondence reports 
Michigan for 1907 is fraternally reviewed. He says: 

The opening page gives us a fine portrait of M. I. Companion 
Grand Master Arthur H. McCloud. His address more than con- 
firms the good impression made. He has something to say and 
knows how to say it. Michigan is a great State. Lovers of the 
Cryptic Rite are pressing toward the front. One cannot read 
the report of the annual proceedings without catching the spirit 
of "forward, march" in solid, graceful columns. We would like to 
reproduce the address entire. We quote, briefly, snatches here and 
there : 

The Masonic Home is greatly appreciated. "A most magnificent 
banquet with interesting speeches" is referred to as closing the 
session of an official visitation. Bread, brains and brevity, these 
three, well proportioned and well mixed, aid digestion, bring 
healthful sleep with pleasant dreams and a fair to-morrow. 

He quotes from the report of the Grand Lecturer his refer- 
ence to show and paraphernalia and then comments thus : 

We have put "show" in italics because it seems to be the central 
"idea" in the paragraph. The "spectacular" is attractive; an 
electric light draws the "millers;" "show" is all right if it reveals 
right ideas, principles, character. A mere "show" is merely bril- 
liant vapor, passing quickly like the morning dew in the early sun- 
light. Gilt-edged work by gilt-edged men of brain, heart and zeal,, 
will make ifor good always. Masonry has lots of them, and can 
never, never die so long as such tests and standards are main- 
tained. 

Edward O. Fifield, Nashua, Grand Master. 

Frank D. Woodbury, Concord, Grand Recorder. 
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NEW JERSEY, 1908. 

The 50th assembly (48th annual) was held in Trenton, 
April 2 1 St, 1908. Eight Councils were represented. Linsley 
Rowe was not there however to take care of the interests of 
fair Michigan. 

A dispensation was granted to resuscitate Adoniram Coun- 
cil. I should think it would have been more appropriately 
named "Ahisha." 

The Grand Master found on visiting the Councils that no 
two of them were doing the work the same, although they 
were "supposed to have the same ritual/' He, therefore,, 
recommended the appointment of two deputies, one to take 
care of the lower part of the State and one the upper end, and 
endeavor to stimulate more interest in the work. Some plan 
like this should be adopted, as only fourteen and one-half per 
Jjent. of the Royal Arch Masons are Council members in that 
State. The Grand Master notices that most of the pro- 
ceedings of other States contained a portrait of the Grand 
Master and recommended that that State fall in line, and it 
did. His excellent portrait is shown as a frontispiece. The 
portrait of the incoming Grand Master is also given. This 
jurisdiction has 778 members and Michigan has fifty per 
cent, more than that in just one Council. Grand Council wa? 
not convinced that two special deputies were a good thing, 
and the recommendation was turned down. 
• Companion Hiram E. Deats writes the "Foreign Cot- 
respondence." Michigan for 1907 is fraternally reviewed in 
one page. Yes, Michigan continues to remain Independent 
and we can't see but what they all love us just as much as 
£ver. We have not been black-listed nor "unfaired" yet. 

James Neilson, Camden, Grand Master. 

Hiram E. Deats, Flemington, Grand Recorder. 
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NEW YORK, 1908. 

A beautiful volume, elaborately illustrated, tells us of the 
doings of the ** eighty-fifth" annual assembly, (it's settled 
now!) which was held in Rochester, August 25, 1908. 
Twenty-two Councils were represented and 14 Grand Repre- 
sentatives, but William Boucher did not show up for Michi- 
gan. Illustrious William Homan, 33rd Deputy for New 
York, with several others were received at the altar and 
given greetings and grand honors. 

The address of Grand Master Andrews I believe is the 
longest in history, covering with the appendices ninety-six 
pages. He opens by paying a tribute to Rochester's beauty 
and hospitality. He touchingly alludes to the death of Grand 
Recorder Van Vliet, who had served as such since 1874, 
through the administrations of twenty-three Grand Masters. 
He is deeply mourned by his many loving Companions. The 
death of our own "Grand Old Man," Hugh McCurdy, is 
fraternally commented upon. 

After the death of the Grand Recorder he appointed Chas. 
T. Lunt, who was Grand Lecturer, to fill the vacancy and 
he appears to have been just the right person. The Grand 
Master made many visits; among those he expressed his 
regret at missing was the Golden Anniversary of the Grand 
Council of Michigan. He issued an order dividing the 
Councils among the line of Grand Officers and reserved him- 
self for general visits. I like this part of his notice: 

I St. It is your "duty" to make the visitations assigned to you. 

The Mountain is not expected to come to Mohamet but Mohamet 
must go to the Mountain. 

Therefore, do not wait for an invitation, but at once communicate 
with the Councils and arrange dates which shall be mutually con- 
venient. 

2nd. These visits are made "on behalf of the Grand Council." 
This means that the visitors represent the Grand Council, and are 
to ascertain, on its behalf, the condition and needs of its sub- 
ordinates. 

3rd. The purposes of these visitations are defined. They are 
not directed as a means of affording pleasure to the visitor, 
though he will find- that result is attained. They are devised for 
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the benefit of the Councils themselves, and that they may be en- 
couraged and cheered to persevere in the labors of the S. V. The 
value of these visits has been amply proved by experience. Four 
Councils in the State remained unvisited last year. Two of these 
were not represented at our Grand Assembly. Cause and eflfect. 
It is clear that "the interests of Cryptic Masonry throughout the 
jurisdiction," were not advanced by the failure to visit these 
Councils. And certainly "closer fellowship" was far from being 
attained. 

. He made a complete report of each separate visit of each 
Grand Officer. He favors the plan of District Deputies who 
'^inspect" and make "frequent" visits, as he feels that their 
plan does not accomplish the object intended. 

He granted a dispensation for a new Council at James- 
town, the first that has been issued in that jurisdiction since 
1893. He felt encouraged and thought the tide had changed. 

He read his hearers a lecture on "Slip shod legislation" 
and instances occasions where no regard was paid to recom- 
mendations or reports, and no action taken on important 
matters. Eighteen pages of the address are devoted to an 
exhaustive discussion of the "date of birth of Grand Coun- 
cil." He goes deeply into the matter. He brings out clearly 
where the earlier historians have made errors in fixing the 
date at 1809 and 1810. He shows how the organization of 
Columbian Council, No. i, of New York City, was con- 
founded with the organization of Grand Chapters, instead of 
the "first Chapter." Through a fortunate circumstance he 
came into possession of the first manuscript records of Grand 
Council from its organization, January 25, 1823 to i860, 
and these records are described in full. They are critically 
compared with those of Columbian Council, No. i, and no 
similarity was found, but the fact established that No. i 
was the first one to ask for a warrant of charter from the 
newly organized Grand Council and recommended one for 
Hudson Council No. 2, showing conclusively that Columbian 
Council did not even consider itself a "supreme" or "Grand 
Council" as has been claimed, because she had "sanctioned" 
a Council in Boston in 1817, which was simply the recogni- 
tion by the admittedly senior Council in the country of the 
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regularity of another Council. This entire section of the 
report is intensely interesting to a student of Cryptic history. 
It is accompanied by photogravure reproductions of two old 
documents of great historical value. The first is a certificate 
granted by Niagara Council, No. 4, dated at Lockport, 
August 17, 1825, and reads: **To whom it may concern: 
This may certify that John Syrrell has received in this Coun- 
cil of Royal Masons, the degrees conferred in the same, viz : 
Select Master, Royal Master and Super Excellent Master, 
and as such is recommended as a worthy Companion." 

The second is the reproduction, showing color and age 
of the charter granted by the Grand Council to Columbian 
Council, No. i. It is dated February i A. L. 5823. 

Finding that the Grand Council as a body had never taken 
action to settle the date of its origin he said: "Let us do 
so now." He urged them to remember that it was "when 
did the Grand Council come into being" and not "when were 
the degrees of the Rite first conferred" that they were con- 
cerned with at this time. He said : 

When so distinguished and erudite a Craftsman as William S. 
Paterson, 33d Degree, rises in Grand Council and as Master of 
Columbian Council, N,o. i, makes the unqualified assertion that the 
records of that Council prior to the year 1823 "show, that warrant? 
were granted to form Councils in many States of the Union," the 
question as to whether that Council was a governing and supreme 
body, would seem to be forever settled. But alas for the verity 
of official testimony! The minutes of Columbian Council prior to 
1823 have been printed. I myself have examined the original 
minutes, before 1823 and subsequent to that date. And there is 
not a word in them showing the granting of any warrants whatever 
for the organization of other Councils. The worthy Companion 
simply confounded the acts of Columbian Council with those of the 
Grand Council after the year 1823. 

If M. P. Companion George M. Osgoodby and the Rev. Com- 
panion Charles G. Hudson, have any authority for their allegations 
that this Grand Council was organized in 1809, it is time they 
produced them. 

He closes by recommending that the date of January 25, 
1823, be fixed as the date of organization of the Grand 
Council, and a committee which he had previously appointed 
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to investigate and report on his findings reported 
unanimously in favor of it and the date was adopted by the 
Grand Council. This action leaves a clear field for Connecti- 
cut's claim of being the oldest Grand Council. Her birthday 
was in 1819. 

I like his conclusion from which this is taken : 

Writing in the year 1875, R. I. and Rev. Charles G. Hudson 
said: "The Annual Address should be more than an 'Annual 
Report.* The Grand Master is the head of the Rite for the time 
being, and regarded as an exemplar of bur Rite, and a source of 
knowledge and information. Unfortunately many of our presiding 
officers in the subordinate Councils, are ignorant of the history and 
theories of our Rite. I'heir knowledge is too much confined to 
the mere Ritual, and they lack opportunity or disposition to in- 
form themselves. To such, an Annual Address is of the greatest 
benefit. Again, many companions cannot, or do not attend the 
Annual Assemblies; but they read the printed Proceedings; and 
thus instruction and encouragement can be spread far beyond the 
Jimits of the Grand Master's voice. An Annual Address should 
abound in instruction, in encouragement, in teachings of any kind 
that will be of interest and profit to the Craft. In the Annual Ad- 
dress the Grand Master has his best opportunity to do good to 
the Craft, and reach and influence Companions he can never meet." 

Grand Recorder Lunt reports that 496 were ^'received and 
greeted." The total membership was 5,063, a net gain of 351. 
Grand Lecturer Hinman recommended the Super Excellent 
degree in its revised and amplified form as being a fine 
dramatic and instructive degree. He expressed the hope that 
those working it would be able to eliminate those features 
that had proven undesirable. 

The annual review is the work of a committee of which 
Companion John W. Coburn is chairman, and I suspect he 
is responsible for the whole report. Michigan for 1908 is 
reviewed in four pages. He pays a tribute to "Our Hugh," 
having noticed his death in the Masonic Journals. He gives 
a full review of our action recognizing the new Grand Coun- 
cil of Texas and finds no fault. He evidently liked the 
''History of Cryptic Masonry," which he found in those pro- 
ceedings. He said : 

Grand Recorder Conover in presenting his annual report gave 
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a short talk on Cryptic History; at the anniversary enjoyments 
he did it some more, but for a fine long talk upon this subject, 
which he appears to be perfectly at home with, we must read his 
History of Cryptic Masonry, in which he gives a short review, of 
the origin of the Rite and its introduction into Michigan with a 
resume of the leading points of interest in the fifty years of Pro- 
ceedings. This valuable contribution to Masonic literature is sup- 
plemented by portraits and biographical sketches of fifty years of 
Grand Masters and fifty years of Grand Recorders. Of the latter 
there has been but five. A "committee extraordinary" had been ap- 
pointed in December to arrange for a proper observance of the 
Fiftieth anniversary, and from a report of the banquet and ex- 
cellent program of addresses, interspersed with music, it must have 
been very pleasingly and thoroughly observed. 

As we draw to the close we find the annual review with the 
quaint dedication, *'To the Cryptic Masons of Michigan who desire 
the information, and to those who do not, but should." It is from 
the pen of the Grand Recorder and we take the occasion of con- 
gratulating him (we cannot keep track of all the useful things 
he does and the various posts he adorns, but its the CoNovER we're 
after) on the splendid appearance and elegant work of this grand 
volume of Grand Doings. 

Frank M. Adee, Saratoga Springs, M. I. Grand Master. 
Charles T. Lunt, New York City, Grand Recorder. 



NORTH CAROLINA, 1908. 

The 32d annual was held in Kinston, May 12, 1908. Nine 
Councils were represented. Michigan's ^'Minister" was 
absent. 

The Grand Master said in opening his address : 

To those of us who, a year ago, hoped for a continuance of the 
high tide of prosperity that was then rolling over our whole 
country, the present condition of depression is more than a dis- 
appointment, for to many it has brought trouble and suffering. 
A year ago, while we were in the midst of a season of almost 
unprecedented prosperity, it would have been hard to realize that 
within a few short months our conditions could be so changed. 
Then the wheels of industry were everywhere in motion with every 
evidence of great industrial and commercial activity plainly seen 
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all around us. Now. industries are standing idle, thousands of men 
have been thrown out of employment, and doubt and uncertainty as 
to the future, for themselves and those dependent upon them, are 
felt on every hand. All classes and conditions of our people have 
felt the effects of the depression that is upon us, and we who are 
bound together by the mystic ties of our Order have had to bear 
o»r sbaF€ of the trouble and disappointment caused by these un- 
fortunate conditions. 

The failure to accomplish more, he thought, was due to 
the business depression, yet he is not discouraged over the 
temporary set back. The following is of local interest : 

Before closing, I desire to mention a very pleasant and interest- 
ing event in connection with one of our Sister Grand Jurisdictions. 
A short time ago I received from Chas. A. Conover, Grand 
Recorder, an invitation to participate in the celebration of the 
Golden Anniversary of the institution of the Grand Council of 
R. & S. Masters of Michigan, to be held in the City of Detroit 
on May i8, 1908. The program was a very elaborate one, and was 
an indication that, notwithstanding the fact that they are carrying 
the weight of a half century, they are still young and vigorous. 
I regretted my inability to accept the invitation, but as the time 
was so near the date of the meeting of our own Grand Council 
I was obliged to forego the pleasure. 

We would have been delighted to have had the pleasure 
and honor of a visit from you at that time, Companion Neave, 
and the latch string is still out. 

A total membership of 367 is reported, a gain of 26. 

Michigan for 1907 is given two pages of review by Com- 
panion Southgate. He says : 

The pamphlet opens with greetings from M. I. Companion Arthur 
H. McCloud, Grand Master, and the button on his coat shows very 
plainly where he has been fed, and, in fact, his looks betray that 
his diet is camel's milk. He is almost as weighty as this writer, 
who now. tips the beam at 236, and we are underweight consider- 
ably. 

This is a poor guess. Companion Southgate, as I have 
seen you both. I can certify that Arthur will have to "go 
some*' before he approaches you in weight. In fact he would 
be scared to death if he should find himself weighing 236. 

The absence of Companion McCurdy was regretted by him 
as he said : "For we feel that when he is absent the battle 
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cannot succeed." Since then he has laid down his sword 
for good and entered into his reward, but the effect of his 
wise counsel will always remain with us. Companion South- 
gate seems to have a warm place in his heart for Michigan 
and his heart is a big one too. 

Henry G. Smallbones, Wilmington, Grand Master. 
James C. Munds, Wilmington, Grand Recorder. 



OHIO, 1908. 

The 79th annual was held in Cleveland, October 6, 1908. 
Although the Grand Encampment will not recognize the 
Council degrees as prerequisite, a detail of Knights Templar 
from two Commanderies of the city formed an escort and 
conducted the Grand Council to the Temple. 

The address of welcome by Companion Morris of Cleve- 
land was a fine one. He exploited some "good roads" history 
thus : 

When this Grand Council was first convened the great common- 
wealth of Ohio was a far different homeland than seen by you as 
you have rapidly been transported from distant points to this city, 
over the smooth roadbeds of our modern railroads. 

The great National Road, the construction of which was com- 
menced by the government of the United States in 181 1, was in 
1830 just being completed to Zanesville, Ohio, being completed 
to Vandalia, Illinois, in 1836. The original plans were to extend 
this macadamized road to the Mississippi river, it was partly finished 
but was never macadamized beyond Vandalia as the rapid develop- 
ment of the railways began to deprive the wagon road of its 
importance as a highway for traffic and travel. Along this national 
road to accommodate the incessant stream of travel, taverns grew 
up at an average of only two miles, yet it was no uncommon sight 
to find encamped about each of these, at night time, from forty 
to fifty of the great six and eight horse wagons, the tires of the 
wheels had to be not less than nine inches in width, each wagon 
with its load of several tons of freight. Then the "mover wagons," 
a never ceasing procession carrying each year thousands on thou- 
sands of new families with their household goods on to the new 
and unoccupied lands of the west. 
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The gain in membership in Ohio for the last ten years is 
about equal to our entire membership. 1 he Grand Master 
says : 

The phenomenal growth of this Grand Council during the past 
ten years has been largely due to our system of inspections and 
they should never be discontinued. 

I am a firm believer in inspection, not only does it act as an 
incentive to officers to perfect themselves in the work, but it 
arouses enthusiasm and brings out the Companions to witness the 
work and hear what the inspector has to say. 

The State is divided into nine arches and each arch is 
placed in charge of a prand Officer for inspection. They 
have 68 Councils with 11,117 members. From the special 
report of the Committee on Correspondence I clip the fol- 
lowing : 

How are the mighty fallen from their high estate! One year 
ago we modestly boasted that we were the largest Grand Council 
in the world, and at that time the assertion was true, for we 
had steadily gone forward and outstripped all other Grand Councils 
in point of membership, and it was generally conceded by those 
who were in a position to prophecy for the future, that we would 
maintain our proud position for many years to come. But, alas! 
While peace and prosperity have smiled upon us during the past 
year, and while we have admitted to the mysteries of the Ninth 
Arch, more Companions than any other Grand Jurisdiction in the 
world, yet to-day we find ourselves second in point of member- 
ship, with the Grand Council of Texas, which has been slumbering 
lo thepp many years, leading us with a membership of 12,580, and 
215 subordinate Councils! This change of conditions is so re- 
markable and sudden, your Committee feel that it should not pass 
unnoticed, and particularly is this true when it is considered that 
notwithstanding the ^'^r*^ that we have been elbowed out of our 
position, and compelled, for the time being, to "play second fiddle,'^ 
we may still desire to extend to this bouncing baby with Rip Van 
Winkle hair and whiskers, which for forty-four years has been 
slumbering in the crib, the warm hand of fellowship, and a wel- 
come into the Cryptic household. 

A resolution was offered that all correspondence relative 
to law and usage should be addressed to the M. I. Grand 
Master, only by the Thrice Illustrious Master, and that no 
moot questions but only those actually existing should be 
passed upon. 
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A new organization was perfected being styled "Most 
Illustrious Past Grand Masters Association of Ohio." 

Nelson Williams is the writer of the Annual Review and 
like everything that comes from his pen, it is good. He 
reviews our semi-centennial proceedings. He quotes ap- 
provingly from Grand Master Gilbert's opening. 

Commenting on the Grand Recorder's report and statement 
that the degrees would be more appreciated he says : 

Well, whether they are or not, we think more of you for having 
discarded your bargain counter, and placed your wares upon the 
market at prices charged in all first-class marts of business. 

He further says : 

Then follows a "History of Cryptic Masonry" from the pen of 
Companion Chas. A. Conover, which covers sixty-eight pages of the 
printed record — longer than the average Cryptic Review. This 
history is general and local, and both are extremely interesting. 

This volume also contains the portraits and biographical sketches 
of the Grand Masters of that jurisdiction for the last fifty years, 
or since its organization. This is also prepared by Companion 
Conover, and is a very valuable addition to the printed proceed- 
ings. As if something were still lacking, he publishes a biographical 
sketch, with portrait, of each of the Grand Recorders since the 
organization of the Grand Council. This gets into the record the 
handsome face of the present Grand Recorder, and we are thus 
indebted to the "Art-preservative" for the opportunity of having 
h's Erenial smile constantly before us. 

The Annual Review, of Cryptic Masonry is again from the pen 
of tho Grand Recorder, and we are unable to see where he had 
the time to do all the work he did during the past year. 

Oh! I work nights and Sundays and get it ground out 
eventually. 

Anent the ritual discussion with Warvelle and Perkins 
he quotes what I said last year and adds : 

This may or may not be a manifestation of the "spirit of their 
dreams" up in Michigan, but there is surely some "spirit" back of 
this comment. 

The truth is that Warvelle should have returned this ritual as 
soon as he learned its character, for he knows better than any 
one else that a thing as sacred as this has no business in his 
possession. 

Warren J. Baker, Toledo, Grand Master. 
William E. Evans, Chillicothe, Grand Recorder. 
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OREGON, 1908. 

The 23d annual assembly was held in Portland, April 8, 
1908. Five Councils were represented. Michigan's Grand 
Representative was absent. 

In the Eulogistic portion of his address the Grand Master 
said : 

He who cherishes what seems to me the only philosophic and 
truly religious view of death— that it is a mere transition from 
this state of existence to another, equally real and probably far 
more satisfactory— such a man, while he may sympathize with the 
living who survive, can have no grief for the condition of those 
who have gone. Companions of other jurisdictions who may per- 
chance read these words, I say to you, not for myself alone, 
but also, so far as I may, on behalf of the Grand Council of 
Oregon, that I sympathize with you in your sorrow, and extend 
to you the consolation afforded by this strong hope or conviction. 

He makes a number of comments upon .Cryptic Masonry 
in general as follows : 

As to the merits of the Council degrees, it seems to me that 
there can be but one opinion. They are not only interesting and 
impressive in themselves, but they are so necessary to the sym- 
metry and completeness of Ancient Craft Masonry that one of its 
most important features is a puzzle without them. But, for all 
this, the number of Council Masons has never been large, and in 
some jurisdictions there seems to be difficulty in keeping Cryptic 
Masonry alive at all. We all know the reasons. The principal one 
is, of course, that the degrees of the Council, while well up the 
sides of the Masonic mountain peak, are not on the direct track to 
a point regarded as the summit by any large proportion of the 
climbers. But these degrees constitute a summit in themselves. 
I have nothing to say in disparagement of any other Masonic 
body or system. Each has its ardent friends and admirers, and 
each, no doubt, has its own peculiar uses and beauties. But I do 
say, and I think we all know, that he who seeks the true summit 
of Ancient Craft Masonry, according to the American Rite, can 
find it where the framers of that system placed it — in the Council, 
and nowhere else. 

But is it true that Cryptic Masonry is in a bad way? I know 
that we are numerically weak, just ds Royal Arch Masons are 
few in number compared with the Master Masons of the world, 
and just as Masons are few in comparison with the innumerable 
good men and true who are not Masons, and whom the fraternity 
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would gladly welcome into its ranks. But it is not the members 
of the most powerful and numerically strong society who are 
the happiest and the most united; and I challenge any branch of 
Masonry, or any Masonic body, to shOw a more fraternal feeling 
than prevails to-day among the workers in the Councils of Royal 
and Select Masters. Whatever we may hope for the future, this 
of itself should be sufficient cheer and encouragement for us in 
the present. 

What is to be the future of Cryptic Masonry? Are the Council 
degrees doomed to disappear, like those lost stars of which the 
astronomers tell us, from the great Masonic constellation? I do 
not believe it. I believe that, having shown their inherent vitality 
by an independent existence for nearly a century or even longer 
(for their origin is lost in the mist of vanished years), they 
cannot be destined to perish; that a great future is before them; 
and that those who have helped to keep them alive will some 
day be remembered with gratitude and affection. I believe that 
the time is coming — it may not be in our day, but it is none the 
less our duty to labor and wait for it — when some particular use 
and function will be found for the Council degrees which will 
make them the crowning glory of the American system of 
Masonry; when Select Masters will be select in fact as well as 
in name, and that in the highest and best sense of the word; and 
when this weak sapling, as it seems to us now, will be like a 
palm tree in a thirsty desert, telling from afar of the presence of 
cool waters and green sod, and blessing the traveler with its shade. 

Here are his ideas on the eating question. Some will agree 
and other sarcastically cry: ''Belly Masons." 

There is another thing which I might suggest as almost certain 
to be of value towards the upbuilding of Cryptic Masonry; that is, 
the practice of eating and drinking together as often as possible. 
I think it would be productive of much good if it were an un- 
written law — a rule recognized by all concerned, though never given 
the force and sanction of an enactment — that a subordinate Council 
should never meet without serving refreshments of some kind. 
The objections will naturally be made that this would involve too 
much expense for some of us — that a Council is usually too poor 
for such indulgence. But I am not advocating, except for those 
who can well afford it, anything expensive. If the funds of the 
Council are exhausted, take up a collection occasionally for the 
purpose. Be not concerned about the meagerness of your fare 
on such occasions. Remember, that plain living and high thinking 
go together more naturally than high living and high thinking. 
Even though it be nothing but bread, break bread together as often 



Digitized by 



Google 



48 ANNUAL REVIEW. 

as you can. To do so in the right spirit mellows our hearts and 
elevates our souls. There are a few better bonds of fellowship 
between men— few better ways to cultivate brotherly love and 
charity and helpfulness; and it is not without good cause that 
the highest sacrament of the Christian churches consists in this 
act, and that Christendom unites in regarding the Last Supper as 
an event almost as solemn and significant as the Crucifixion. 

This Jurisdiction is small, having only six Councils with 
436 members. Texas was properly recognized. 

GeoRGB) O'B. DeBar, Grand Master. 
Seth L. Pope, Portland, Grand Recorder. 



PENNSYLVANIA, 1908. 

Like Michigan, Pennsylvania is an independent Grand 
Council and the Grand Recorder lists three kinds thus: 
Sovereign and Independent Grand Councils, General Grand 
Council's subordinates. Grand Councils and Foreign Grand 
Councils. 

The 62d annual assembly was held in Scranton, January 
21, 1908, and the *'Right Puissant'' Grand Recorder called 
the roll. Each Grand Officer has a "handle" to his official 
title, if nothing more than **Puissant.'' Nineteen Councils 
responded. An unusual circumstance is that they have two 
Councils named "Mount Moriah, one No. 2 and one No. 10. 

Telegrams and letters of regret from the absent ones are 
printed. The Grand Master opens his address thus : 

Another year has rapidly passed since our last Annual Grand 
Assembly. Winter with its snow and ice was followed by spring, 
when budding trees and shrubs, under the influence of balmy 
zephyrs, heralded the arrival of the King of Life. Then came 
summer with its sunshine and flowers, followed by autumn, with 
its golden grain, blushing fruit and foliage, resplendent in its 
variety of colors, until at last the trees are denuded of their glory, 
and winter again puts Nature to sleep under a cover of snow and 
ice. 

He finds also that: 

Constant changes also take place in the Grand Council, where 
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officers and members come and go; but the principles of Cryptic 
Masonry are unchangeable. They are based on eternal truth, being 
of divine origin, and have come down to us from the mists of 
antiquity. They are the same in the twentieth century as when 
Freemasonry was young> and shall remain the same until the end 
of time. 

The beneficial influence of Freemasonry is felt in all parts of the 
world, and the Masonic light shines upon a constantly increasing 
membership. Many soon notice the defects in Symbolic and 
Capitular Masonry, and complete their education in Ancient Craft 
Masonry by taking the Cryptic degrees. < 

Visits to 21 Councils are charged to his account, besides 
two outside of his jurisdiction. I think this is the only 
jurisdiction tliat permits the Grand Master to make Cryptic 
Masons "at sight." The recent partiality shown President 
Taft in Ohio has renewed interest in this claimed "old land- 
mark/' The two occasions are thus described: 

On two occasions I have exercised the prerogative of a Most 
Puissant Grand Master by making Cryptic Masons at sight. In 
doing this, I was prompted by personal friendship and the high 
standing and personal worth of the Companions selected as 
candidates for the honor conferred. This prerogative has not been 
exercised since 1897, and was renewed by me in order to keep 
the custom before the eyes of the Craft, lest it fall into decay by 
reason of disuse. 

Here is a new decision which draws a sharp line : 

The civil day is reckoned from midnight to midnight. Hence 
St. John the Evangelist's Day, commences at midnight December 
26th, and terminates at midnight December 27th. The Cryptic Year 
begins on St. John the Evangelist's Day, reckoned astronomically, 
or at noon on December 27th. 

Article XV, Secion 8, of the Constitution of the Grand Council, 
provides that the Thrice Illustrious Master, to become a perman- 
ent member of the Grand Council, must be installed on or before 
St. John the Evangelist's Day. A Thrice Illustrious Master of a 
Council meeting on St. John the Evangelist's Day, becomes a per- 
manent member of the Grand Council if he is installed before 
midnight on December. 27th. 

What do you think of this for a lecture on home trade 
and protection of "Home Industries ?" Do the regalia houses 
of Pennsylvania follow it and keep out of other States that 
have regalia houses? Nothmg charged for the "ad." 
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Masonic clothing varies to a great extent throughout the juris- 
diction, and the provisions of Article XII of the Constitution are 
often disregarded. 

The principal cause for this evil is the willingness to purchase 
from manufacturers from foreign jurisdictions, when personal 
friendship for a salesman and the low prices which cheap material 
demands, are given preference to the prescribed regulations. 

The manufacturers in the State of Pennsylvania make their goods 
in conformity with our requirements, and if their prices are some- 
times higher than those from other jurisdictions, superior material 
and wjorkn^anship, together with the surety of getting clothing and 
furniture according to the prescribed regulation, more than make 
up the difference in prices. 

Then the "Most Puissant" makes a decision like this : 

A new Council cannot be constituted until it has procured and 
paid for all furniture and clothing necessary to confer the Cryptic 
degrees; and the officers shall have shown their proficiency in the 
Cryptic work to the satisfaction of the Most Puissant Grand Master 
or his Representative. 

A membership of 4,220 makes a gain of 406. The Finance 
Committee appropriated $500 for Grand Recorder's salary; 
$250 for Grand Master; $25 Masonic Home; $96 clothing 
for Grand Officers ; $60 testimonial for retiring Grand Mas- 
ter, and $100 for printing rituals. 

Michigan for 1907 is fraternally reviewed by Grand Re- 
corder Martenis. He notes that their Grand Representative 
Frank N. Clark was there. He is always there, Companion. 
He is one of the old wheel horses. He quotes several para- 
graphs from Grand Master McCloud's address. 

John Henry Lape, Altoona, Grand Master. 
Frank W. Martenis, So. Bethlehem, Grand Recorder. 



SOUTH CAROLINA, 1908. 

The 49th annual assembly was held, in Charleston, Feb- 
ruary nth. 

Grand Master Mower recognized the necessity for serious 
and united effort, yet under the circumstances surrounding 
him he was unable to do much to promote the cause, but 
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hopes to do so hereafter. Peace and harmony prevail. No 
decisions were necessary and a very gratifying increase in 
members was recorded, and he looks for better days for 
the Rite. As the next is the 50th annual he suggests that 
it be suitably observed and that the Grand Recorder shall 
prepare a history of the Grand Council. 

The Grand Treasurer reported a balance of $1.75 which 
is about as close as any Grand Council can safely run. Mich- 
igan's Grand Representative failed to put in an appearance. 

The Grand Recorder prepared a review of thirty pages 
which is a good report, Michigan getting over a page. Yes, 
our large increase for 1907 was partially due to change of 
fees and was expected. After quoting the form of the head- 
ing for the Annual Review of that year he remarks : 

He says it is his fourth such review, but he writes like a veteran, 
although his report runs into 80 pages because he uses the scissors 
freely. He gives South Carolina two pages of notice, quoting "quite 
a lot" from Grand Master Harrison's address. He complains that 
I only gave Michigan 15 lines, and that I had my "condenser" in 
full working order. 

You did "quite a lot" better this time and all original too. 
No scissors. 

George T. Bryan, Greenville, Grand Master. 
Zimmerman Davis, Charleston, Grand Recorder. 



TENNESSEE, 1908. 

The 59th annual assembly was held in Nashville, January 
25, 1909, and the printed proceedings were in my hands in a 
very few days. Good work, Companion Clendening. 

The Grand Master made very few visitations as on account 
of the financial stringency, there was very little work done 
in the Councils. He notices that those Grand Councils which 
had the largest gains had some system of visitations and 
recommends that the Councils be visited by the Grand Master 
at least once a year. The dispensations of two Councils 
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which had accomplished nothing were revoked. A Commit- 
tee was appointed to confer with the Grand Chapter to ar- 
range for a system of joint inspections and as there are five 
Royal Arch Masons to one Royal and Select Master, that 
the Grand Council pay one-fifth of the expense. 

Companion M. F. Flenniken makes the report on corres- 
pondence and says : "The Cryptic sea has been navigated for 
the fifth time." Michigan for 1908 is run through his "log." 
Of the proceedings he says : 

This being the fiftieth anniversary of the Grand Council of Michi- 
gan, a history of Cryptic Masonry is printed with the proceedings, 
as well as a history of the Grand Council of Michigan and 
biographical sketches of the Grand Masters for fifty years. This 
is a splendid reference work for students of the history of Cryptic 
Masonry, and we are indebted to Companion Conover for this 
work, which was prepared by him. 

Charles H. Smart, Nashville, Grand Master. 
William A. Cldndening, Nashville, Grand Recorder. 



TEXAS, 1908. 

The second annual assembly since the reorganization was 
held in Waco, November 30, 1908. 

A portrait of Robert M. Elgin, the venerable Grand Master 
who held over from 1864 to 1907 is printed. Of him the 
Grand Master said : 

To our venerable and beloved predecessor in office, absent because 
of the infirmities of age. we extend sympathy and an assurance 
of the affection of the Grand Council and its gratitude for his aid, 
authority and encouragement in reviving the Grand Body over 
which he presided nearly half a century ago. Companion Robert 
M. Elgin was Most Puissant Grand Master of this Grand Council 
when it closed its labors on that memorable . fifteenth day of June, 
1864, when the clouds of war hung like a pall over our beloved 
State, and he was an honored and intelligent Grand Master of 
Masons in Texas in 1865. May God give him strength, that he 
may continue yet many years, a blessing to his fellow-man and an 
example for the young Masons of our State. 

He further commented on the reorsfanization thus: 
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It gives me yet greater pleasure to announce to you tliat oiir 
work of a year ago has proved to be not only wise, but successful 
beyond our most sanguine expectations. We stand to-day the peer 
of any Grand Council in the land, and enjoy the proud distinction 
of exceeding in membership any other Grand Body of the Cryptic 
Rite, and in counting of our numbers a larger percentage of Royal 
Arch Masons than any other jurisdiction. 

The Grand Master notes the fact that the representatives of 
Michigan, Pennsylvania and Missouri were appointed with- 
out his recommendation but admits that we are just as well 
represented. We are satisfied with our choice if you are. 

Decisions were rendered that a quorum need not necessar- 
ily be composed of members of the Council for the purpose 
of conferring the degrees ; That a petition for the Council de- 
giees presented with one to the Chapter, could not be with- 
drawn and leave in force only the petition of the Chapter; 
That the name of the petitioner's lodge and Chapter should 
be given in the petition and that he must be regularly affiliat- 
ed therein. Of the Ritual he said: 

It is not surprising that our ritual should have suffered changes 
and gotten out of line during the forty years that Cryptic Masonry 
in this jurisdiction was under the authority of the Capitular Rite. 

I have requested Companion Scott, in connection with the other 
members of the Committee on Work, to acquaint themselves as 
thoroughly as practicable with the rituals of other jurisdictions, and 
be prepared to recommend to the Grand Council, for adoption, a 
complete ritual in harmony with changed conditions and our present 
status and standing as a Grand Council, and if deemed expedient, 
in harmony with the General Grand Council ritual, so universally 
used in the United States. 

Yet Texas does not acknowledge allegiance to the General 
Grand Council. The General Grand Council however will 
pass upon its right to hob-nob with the rest of us. The jew- 
els and robes described in 'the jproceedings of the General 
Grand Council Were adopted. The Grand Master is much 
pleased at the condition of the craft and reports : 

So far as I have been able to learn through correspondence and 
the reports of certain officers, the Councils throughout the juris- 
diction are, as a rule, in excellent condition. The reorganization 
of the Grand Council has awakened new interest in the Council 
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degrees, and the officers and members seem to feel that there is 
something more in Cryptic Masonry than the mere conferring of 
the degrees because of a duty or because a Companion is entitled 
to them. They feel that there is now some purpose to be accom- 
plished, and some worthy end to be attained in maintaining and 
vitalizing the beautiful Rite of the Crypt, no longer, as heretofore, 
a mere hanger-on or surplus attachment to the Royal Arch system; 
and the degrees are now given and the work performed with a 
zest and a zeal heretofore unknown. 

In this connection I desire to specially mention the report made 
to me by Companion W. P. Lawrence, member of the Committee 
on Work, and express my gratitude for the many visits to Councils 
made by him, without the hope of fee or reward, and the excellent 
work performed. 

Their Masonic Home is also very dear to them : 

It is a fact well known throughout the land that one of the best, 
most thoroughly equipped, up-to-date and economically managed 
Homes and Schools for the training and education of the children 
of deceased Masons is maintained by the Grand Lodge of Texas, 
where nearly two hundred boys and girls are being fitted to be 
useful men and women of whom we will feel proud. And there 
the lonely widow, of our deceased brother is not neglected, and 
lier declining years are spent in comfort and peace. 

Grand Recorder Bryan received 202 of the returns from 
228 Councils. These showed a membership of 12,211 with 
the rest to hear from. 

The following resolution from the Committee on Work 
was adopted : 

Resolved, That the esoteric work as now safely deposited in 
the breasts of the Committee on Work, and as exemplified in the 
persons of members of this Most Illustrious Grand Council, be 
and the same is hereby adopted as the ritualistic work of this 
Grrnd Jurisdiction. 

Suppose the Committee on Work should suddenly be taken 
away, how would they get at their "breasts" to verify the 
work of the Council ? A copy deposited in the office of the 
Grand Recorder would be more business like and safer for 
future generations. 

Before the degree of Royal Master can be conferred, the 
candidate must staCnd an examination on what is known as 
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the Royal Arch trial. Us old fellows can learn something 
from the "baby" yet. 

Our esteemed Grand Representative of Michigan, Com- 
panion Charles F. Smith, was elected Grand Master and an 
excellent portrait of him is shown. This Companion spends 
his summers at the "Soo" and if he will only come a little 
early we would like very much to have him call on Grand 
Council. 

The report on "Fraternal Correspondence" (not Foreign) 
covers seven pages and is not taken up by states but sub- 
jects. Under "What others say of us," Companion Stanfield 
said: 

Companion Conover of Massachusetts, no, Michigan, makes a 
special report on the Grand Council of Texas, in which he gives 
a succinct history of the Grand Council of Texas, also the report 
of the committee and action of the Grand Chapter of 1907, and the 
reorganization of the Grand Council. Companion Conover is one 
among a very few writers, after whom we have read, who seems 
to have thoroughly understood the real attitude of Cryptic Masonry 
in Texas. He says: "The degrees of Royal and Select Master 
have never been conferred in Chapters of Royal Arch Masons in 
Texas, but in Councils, opened and closed in due and ancient form, 
with none present but Select Masters, nor have the officers of 
Chapters been ex-oMcio officers of the Councils unless they were 
Select Masters." Had our status been thus understood generally, 
there never would have arisen a necessity for a change. The only 
excuse for non-recognition would have grown out of the fact that 
the Councils were without charters from a Grand Council. He 
further says: All actions in the matter appear to have been en- 
tirely regular in form, and a Grand Council established, which is 
at once the peer of any in existence, in both numbers of Councils 
and members." Closing his general report, he says: "This now 
makes the Grand Council of Texas at once the youngest and big- 
gest Grand Council of 215 Councils and 12,580 members. Now, 
Michigan, please step down into fourth place, and you, Ohio and 
Massachusetts, please take off your hats to the baby and subside 
into second and third places. We wish you God speed, Com- 
panions of Texas, in your noble undertaking." The special report 
was referred to the Jurisprudence Committee, vvhich reported: 
"That the history of their Grand Council (Texas) in merging for 
a time with the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of that 
Grand Jurisdiction is similar to the history of the Grand Councils 
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of Iowa, Kentucky, Missouri, Nebraska, South Carolina, North 
Carolina, Texas and Wisconsin. In each of these Grand Juris- 
dictions the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters have 
merged with their Grand Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, and 
afterwards recognized as Grand Councils, and in each instance they 
have been recognized by this Grand Council. We therefore have 
no hesitancy in recommending that the recommendation of the 
Committee on Correspondence, that the Grand Council of 
Royal and Select Masters of Texas be adopted and the Most 
Illustrious Grand Master of this Grand Council be authorized and 
empowered to arrange for an exchange of Representatives." The 
, report was adopted. Thank you. Companions. We have done what 
we were told to do, and we are going to be good now. 

CharIvES F. Smith, McGregor, M. I. Grand Master. 
John A. Bryan, Cleburne, Grand Recorder. 



VERMONT, 1908. 

The pleasant features of Grand Master Davis A. Elliott 
are presented on opening the proceedings of the 55th annual 
assembly held in BurHngton, June 9, 1908. 

In opening his address the Grand Master said: 

We have gathered here from the hills and valleys of our beauti- 
ful Green Mountain State, with hearts filled with a desire to leafn 
more of the spirit of Masonry. As we look abroad over the rolling 
hills and the fruitful vales, and the entrancing panorama unfolds 
before us, scenes of unexpected beauty appear, to be followed by 
others, no less beautiful but possessing an imposing grandeur and 
a magnificence that fills us with awe. As the green is a beautiful 
emblem of hope, and teaches that there is a part within us that 
never, never dies, may the lesson so vividly and so beautifully por- 
trayed by nature, bring to our souls the comforting assurance of 
the watchful care and loving attention that we are continually re- 
ceiving from our Supreme Grand Master. And the thought comes 
to us, what have we done to merit all these blessings? Have we 
reached out the helping hand to those who may have been in need ? 
Have we with a cheerful word and a hearty hand grasp endeavored 
to brighten the outlook for some discouraged and despondent 
brother? Have we with loving sympathy and words of earnest 
encouragement tried to win the erring brother back to the path 
of rectitude and honor? Have we cheerfully and uncomplainingly 
performed the tasks that came to our hands to do? 
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Of the newly adopted ritual he said: 

The new ritual adopted last year has . been very generally dis- 
tributed, but owing to the lack of instruction, very little progress 
has been made in mastering it. All the work that I have witnessed, 
and all that I have been advised about, has, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, been done according to the old ritual. Some provision 
should be made by the Grand Council to provide suitable instruction. 

The Companions cannot be expected to pick out for themselves 
the correct phraseology of a work with which they are not familiar. 
I therefore recommend that such action as the Grand Council 
may deem proper be taken to provide instruction for the several 
Councils. 

He expressed his regrets at not being able to attend our 
Semi Centennial last year. We would have given you a 
royal welcome, Companion Elliott. 

Grand Recorder Ross reports 17 Councils with 1,352 mem- 
bers. The report of the Committee on Correspondence is the 
work of Companion Marsh O. Perkins and covers 58 pages. 
Michigan for 1907 is treated in a couple of pages. He ex- 
pressed the hope that "Our Hugh" would "redeem his 
pledge" and take part in our 50th anniversary, but alas he 
was not there and we soon after carried him tenderly to his 
last resting place, a man full of years and honored by the 
Masonic world. Of the Grand Master's address he said : 

The excellent address of the Grand Master opens with a dis- 
cussion of the vast possibilities of the Cryptic degrees. His en- 
thusiasm for the Rite must have been imparted to others, as he 
reports a remarkable increase in membership of the different 
Councils. While this increase is due primarily to the widespread 
and increasing interest in the Cryptic Rite, there is a bare possibility 
that the result was due in some measure to the fact that the 
degrees have been taken from the bargain counter. 

And further of the work of the Grand Lecturer : 

The Grand Lecturer, Companion Horace S. Maynard, submits 
an interesting report, attesting fully that Michigan has indeed a 
Grand Lecturer who lectures. In many places where he held 
schools of instruction for Chapters of Royal Arch Masonry, he 
spent the later hours of the night or the early hours of the morn- 
ing in giving instruction to Councils. 

He congratulates Michigan on our stand for independence 
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from the General Grand Council. Vermont being a sub- 
ordinate the comment is significant. He quotes the writer's 
comments on ritual revision with evident approval. 

Silas H. Danforth, St. Albans, M. I. Grand Master. 

Hdnry H. Ross, Burlington, Grand Recorder. 



WASHINGTON, 1908. 

The 13th annual was held in Tacoma, June 20, 1908. 
Seven Councils responded to the roll. 

The Grand Master was much encouraged at the returns 
from the Councils and found that the Rite had prospered 
both materially and financially and the Councils were in a 
prosperous condition. But alas, there is no joy that is all 
joy. He was called upon to report the death of the Deputy 
Grand Master William M. Ross, as well as Past Grand 
Master, Carmi Dibble. 

The Grand Master made many visits and describes each 
visit separately. After studying the subject thoroughly he 
found one of two things would have to be done regarding 
regalia for Grand Council ; either partially clothe the Grand 
Council or increase the appropriation. He made this valu- 
able recommendation but it will take something more to 
get it done: 

Inasmuch that as the Grand Recorder has, on the death of a 
Grand or Past Grand Officer, the almost impossible task of collect- 
ing the data relating to the place and time of birth, where and 
when they received their Masonic degrees, I recommend that as 
far as possible all of the present Grand and Past Grand Officers 
furnish the Grand Recorder with this information to obviate any 
unnecessary trouble and delay in the future. 

This is how he views the prerequisite question : 

So far as our own jurisdiction is concerned, and I presume the 
same will hold good in other jurisdictions, as far as I can see 
there is no cause for complaint. The Grand Encampment of K. T. 
is blamed for lack of interest in our Rite, for mal-legislation as 
to the prerequisites for the orders of the Temple, etc. As a 
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matter of fact this is in part true, but only in part. I firmly believe 
that with our ritualistic work properly in hand the social features 
of our gatherings more fully developed, the spirit of fervency and 
zeal inspiring our officers and members, the Cryptic Rite is in no 
danger of dissolution, and if numerically we are not as strong 
as we coiild wish, remember that quantity does not always spell 
quality. 

Texas was recognized without leave of the General Grand 
Council and representatives exchanged. 

A special Committee appointed last year to "memorialize" 
the Grand Commandery to petition the Grand Encampment 
to make the Cryptic degrees an essential and prerequisite 
to the orders of Knighthood, reported that their petition was 
favorably received and referred to a committee to report at 
the next annual. 

Michigan for 1907 is reviewed in one and one-half pages 
by Grand Recorder Hare. He quotes the decisions without 
comment. 

Alonzo C. Bowman, Seattle, Grand Master. 
Edward R. Hare, Tacoma, Grand Recorder. 



WISCONSIN, 1908. 

The 51st annual was held in Milwaukee, February 19, 
1908. A new Council was organized at Piatt eville. 

The Grand Master tackled the commercial side of the 
ritual problem and disposed of it in this manner : 

I found it necessary during vacation to order the Grand Recorder 
to sell the Cipher Keys to the work; not that there was any great 
demand for them, but because the Grand Chapter Royal Arch 
Masons sell their Key at 75 cents to all Secretaries of Chapters, 
and in so doing have satisfied a demand which would have been 
supplied from other sources at even a greater cost, had not this 
wise provision been made. 

As the Council wjork is also for sale outside of the Grand Council, 
I thought best to enter into competition at a price which is in 
easy reach of all, — 75 cents. 

I trust the Grand Council will uphold me in my action and pro- 
vide at the Grand Assembly some means of disseminating the work 
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by selling the Keys to any Select Master who may apply for them. 

What do you think of that for "wide open?" He recom- 
mended that the system of District Deputies be discontinued. 
The Grand Recorder was authorized to issue certificates to 
members of defunct Councils to facilitate ^tffiliation with 
Councils. 

The report on correspondence was presented by Compan- 
ion Jacob Dreher and is his third. Michigan for 1907 ife 
treated in two and a half pages. He does not think Grand 
Master McCloud's decision on granting dimits is good law, 
but it is only because he does not fully understand what our 
laws are here in Michigan in Lodge and Chapter. There 
are five ways of getting out of a Chapter or Lodge here: 
By certificate to join in forming a new body; by a transfer 
certificate to some other body already organized; by with- 
drawal certificate; by dimit to another state, and by death. 
The latter is the least popular but the most used. Companion 
Dreher understood it thus: 

According to the above decision, which was approved by the 
Committee on Jurisprudence, if a Council sees fit, it may dimit 
a Companion against his wishes. In Lodge, a brother must make 
application either in writing or personally in open Lodge. In 
Council, however, as decided above,' a Companion may move that 

a dimit be granted to Companion , whether the Companion 

named wants a dimit or not. In order to remedy this matter, the 
Grand Master recommended that in the absence of Council law 
upon any subject, Chapter or Lodge law shall govern. 

J. E. Palmer, Mauston, Grand Master. 
William W. Perry, Milwaukee, Grand Recorder. 



CONCLUSION. 



After a review of these proceedings I am delighted at the 
roseate aspect of Cryptic Masonry. There is a decided les- 
sening of the wail for "prerequisite" and more evidence of 
a determination to make things go on their own merits. The 
example set by Texas has awakened a widespread interest 
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in what can be done through the Chapter to complete the 
education of the initiate. Kentucky is considering the plan 
very seriously and without doubt it will be taken up by 
others. We had a few years ago what proved to be an un- 
popular and disasterous plan, which was dubbed the "Mis- 
sissippi Plan," and now we have what may be termed the 
^*Texas Plan" which I think is all merit and no demerit. 
All hail to the "Texas Plan." 

I append a list of the proceedings received and reviewed 
during the year : 



Alabama 1908 

Arkansas 1908 

California 1908 

Colorado 1908 

Connecticut 1908 

England 1908 

Georgia 1908 

Illinois 1908 

Indiana 1908 

Indian Territory 1908 

Iowa 1908 

Kansas 1908 

Kentucky 1908 

Maine 1908 

Maryland 1908 

Massachusetts 1907 

Minnesota 1908 



Mississippi 1908 

Missouri 1908 

Nebraska 1908 

New Hampshire . . . 1908 

New Jersey 1908 

New York 1908 

North Carolina 1908 

Ohio 1908 

Oregon 1908 

Pennsylvania 1908 

South Carolina 1908 

Tennessee 1909 

Texas 1908 

Vermont 1908 

Washington 1908 

Wisconsin 1908 



Zealously Yours, 

CHARLES A. CONOVER, 

Grand Recorder. 

OCT 2 8 1915 
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